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By Natalia Stasova

In his childhood, my brother 
was extremely inventive, and mu-
sical postcards were among his ‘fa-
vourites’. At first sight, such cards 
don’t seem special, but he managed 
to tear them in such a way that all 
our kitchen cupboards opened to a 
Vivaldi musical accompaniment. 
He failed to make our refrigerator 
musical but, impressively, he did 
invent a more useful device that 
enabled our carpets to be beaten 
automatically. If my brother had 
known about patents, he would 
definitely have become extremely 
famous.

Being interested in what our 
countrymen are inventing at 
present, I visited the National Cen-
tre of Intellectual Property.

Handmade writ of 
protection

“Some people think that patents 
are given to only those whose inven-
tors who are likely to turn our world 
‘upside down’,” explains the Cen-
tre’s Acting General Director, Piotr 
Brovkin. “Of course, this would be 
great if a patent agency ‘discovered’ 
a second Nikola Tesla. However, we 
are also contacted with things like 
perpetual mobiles, tags, labels or 
bottles. In this way, producers can 
protect their packaging from pi-
rates.”

Quite often people come to a pat-
ent company to learn that their ‘in-
vention’ already exists — sometimes 
being created a century ago. A situa-
tion might also happen when a per-
son applies for a patent, but learns 
that another man, for example from 
America, has already patented such 
device and it’s already widely used 
on a global industrial scale.

To ascertain if an invention re-

ally is an invention, experts work 
hard studying dozens of works (in-
cluding foreign) and data from sci-
tech libraries. Sometimes, 
an inventor might fail 
to believe the 
expert deci-
sion. In this 
case they have the 
right to address the 
Centre’s Coun-
cil of Appeal. 
However, the 
specialists are 
more often 
correct in 
their conclu-
sions than not. It is 
their job, after all.

No way for immorality
Humorous situations often oc-

cur with patents, and such state-
ments like ‘A perpetual motion 
device is on sale, with an 8 month 
guarantee’ are sometimes placed. 
Experts at the Centre are used to 
jokes of the kind. Not long ago, 
they received another perpetual 
motion application with an ex-
tremely short description: ‘A for-
mula of perpetual motion. This de-
vice never stops owing to its own 
efforts’. The outcome seemed clear, 
but the ‘inventor’ even attempted 
to appeal to the court.

It’s even possible to receive a 
patent for a unique draniki (potato 

pancakes) recipe, but 
this seems unneces-
sary. Really, y o u 
might eat 

several hun-

dred of them but a chef would 
never disclose his secret. Restaura-
teurs keep the recipes of their deli-
cious dishes under their hats, with 
no patents needed. However, food 
producers prefer to receive patents 
on recipes of their yogurts, canned 
food, sausages, biscuits and espe-
cially beverages.

A diverse range of products 
are patented, but actually, the 
procedure is not that simple. Sci-
entific theories and mathematical 
concepts are not considered in-
ventions, as with ideas or devices 
which contradict public interests 
or morale. In this respect, a phrase 
from a famous Soviet movie comes 

to mind. ‘Think well, 
Comrade Timofeev, 
before going to see Mos-

cow’s ancient sights 
w i t h o u t 

permission from the relevant 
agencies’.

Around 15 percent of all reg-
istered inventions are patented 
in Belarus — which is a great 
number. Other industrially devel-
oped countries enjoy similar sta-
tistics in this field.

Most unusual global 
inventions

• A patent was once issued for a 
so-called ‘ceremonial hand’. A plas-
tic prosthetic was developed espe-
cially for people, politicians and 
directors etc, who needed to shake 
hands often. A bone version was 
made for important occasions.

• A special spoon was designed 
for bearded men. During 
a meal, special accesso-
ries moved the moustache 

aside to avoid it 
getting covered in 

food.
• A device was 

invented to re-
ceive kicks for 

amusement. Using 
this smart technol-
ogy, a person can be 
kicked. The frequency 
of the strokes can be 
regulated by use of a 
hand drive. In line with 

the invention, the shoes, 

the parts that make contact, are 
made from a flexible material.

• A manual toothbrush makes it 
possible to clean teeth while count-
ing each of them at the same time. 
A useful tool when you wish to cal-
culate the total of all your teeth.

• Amazingly, a brain alarm ex-
ists. It is aimed at those who fall 
asleep in unsuitable places and at 
unsuitable times, but who wish to 
wake up quickly. To stay awake, a 
person needs to bite the thin end of 
a vibrating stick. If not, vibrations 
travel to the brain then and the per-
son quickly wakes up. Really, this 
sounds more like a wonderful teeth 
and brain grinder!

Bright thoughts with legal 
rights available for everyone 
Restless inventors patent everything — including sweet covers, 
haulers and even… perpetual motion machines 

By Dmitry Semenov

In the European Union 
Belarusian scientific 
potential is in high 
demand

The International Co-
operation Network for East-
ern Partnership Countries 
(IncoNetEaP) is a project of 
the European Union in the 
sphere of scientific, technical 
and innovation development 
in which Belarus, Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Georgia, Moldova 
and Ukraine participate. 
The project, financed by the 
European Commission, is 
planned to run for 3 years. 
Its budget is 3,000,000 Euros, 
with Belarus contributing 
208,000 Euros.

IncoNetEaP is based on 
the experience of previous 

projects conducted in East-
ern Europe and Central Asia, 
but differs from them in a 
number of ways. Energy, cli-
mate change and population 
health, which are directly 
connected with local social 
problems, are the focus of 
the new EU Framework Pro-
gramme for Research and 
Innovation, named Horizon-
2020 (2014-2020).

The concepts have been 
defined as interesting for 
both regions. The empha-
sis is on the co-operation 
between the EU and non-
member states in a mutually 
beneficial project aimed to 
improve the integration of 
countries in the region in 
European technological 
platforms and other innova-
tive work at EU level.

IncoNetEaP is road 
with two-way traffic

By Irina Orlova

In the centre of Brest, 
a ‘Post Shop’ opens its 
doors

The city on the River Bug 
has become the first among 
the regional centres where 
a shop of this type opened. 
The almost forgotten smell 
of sealing wax brings special 
comfort here.

“Today information tech-
nology is being developed 
with a staggering speed, and 
sometimes we come up short 
of warmth and comfort,” 
notes Valentina Pukh, Di-
rector of Belpochta’s Brest’s 
branch. “We will work with 
visitors, study their needs 
and develop services which 
will be in demand. We will 
broaden the range of goods.”

The shop became a real 

gift for the stamp collectors 
of the city. They can examine 
the stamps on display in de-
tail, and they will not disturb 
the other customers. Before, 

the stamp collectors had to 
share the common queue 
with other customers. Sou-
venir products, telling about 
Brest’s history, are also on 

offer, along with envelopes, 
post cards of handwork and 
gifts. The shop staff will also 
beautifully wrap your pur-
chased souvenirs, close them 
up with a real seal with a 
‘Privet iz Bresta’ (Hello from 
Brest) inscription and send 
to the addressee.

“Post is such a part of 
our life that, even if there are 
electronic information trans-
mission methods today, it is 
difficult to imagine that its 
services will be disappear,” 
underlines Andrey Klets, 
Head of the Administration 
of Brest’s Leninsky District. 
“The face-to-face contact 
that you get visiting a post of-
fice is invaluable and cannot 
be replaced. The opening of 
the ‘Post Shop’ is a stepping 
stone to keeping the history 
and culture of our city.”

Post office invites you to shop

In practice, the most unusual inventions are created quite often


