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By Lyudmila Minakova

The investor, Univest-M Com-
pany, promises that, in October, visi-
tors will see the estate with restored 
facades, recreated interiors, stylised 
furniture and fireplaces. The MT cor-
respondent has learnt about those 
will be able to plunge into the 19th 
century atmosphere of the restored 
building, and how hard it was to 
recreate the Walenty Wańkowicz pe-
riod.

The estate has an old and rich 
history. The complex appeared in the 
suburbs of Minsk, close to the Slep-
naya River, in the 16th century. Dur-
ing the 17th century, the estate came 
into the possession of the Radziwill 
family, and by the early 19th century, 
it had passed on to the Wańkowicz 
family. Walenty Wańkowicz, the 
well-known Belarusian artist, spent 
his childhood here. A lot of the Be-
larusian intelligentsia, including 
Stanisław Moniuszko, Jonas Damelis, 
Edward Woyniłłowicz and Wincenty 
Dunin-Marcinkiewicz, visited this 
place. Musicians, artists, writers val-
ued both the hospitality of the own-
ers, and estates décor: the archive 
library, dining room with fireplaces 
and tiled furnaces, the rich halls and 
salons. The ballroom, with its mag-
nificent pictures, bronze chandeliers, 
candelabra and oak panels was espe-
cially amazing. The house is located 
in a picturesque park with a large 
pond, dams and cascading waterfalls 
on the river.

However, over the course of time, 
the estate fell to disrepair. In 1981, the 
Woyniłłowicz estate became a histor-
ical and cultural monument of state 
protection, and quarter of a century 
ago, in 1988, it was further classified 
as monument of Republican value. 
However, by then, there was nothing 
to look at. During the reconstruction, 

which was carried out in the late 20th 
century, elements of the decorative 
interiors were completely lost, tiled 
furnaces and fireplaces were de-
stroyed, the lay-out of the premises, 
changed. But a glimmer of hope ap-
peared when, in 2009, an investor 
came along — the group of compa-
nies Univest-M.

Obviously, the private company is 
not going to place a kindergarten or 
other social service in the building. 
They need to earn money, especially 
after more than $10 million that have 
been already spent on the reconstruc-
tion of the building. Univest-M’s idea 
is a modern leisure complex in the 
estate, which, like during the times 
of Walenty Wańkowicz, will gather 
people for intellectual and creative 
communication. Concerts of cham-
ber music, exhibitions, fashion shows 
and performances of actors will also 

be held here.
The many months of work by 

restorers and builders were not in 
vain. The estate looks fully revived. 
Facades are restored, the entrance 
is reconstructed, and the lay-out of 
premises is redone. On the first floor, 
it was possible to partially recon-
struct the interiors of the ballroom 
and the large dining room in the style 
of 19th century. In the dining room it 
is possible to admire the magnificent, 
bespoke fireplace, made using Bela-
rusian materials. An area of the sur-
rounding parkland, just over a hec-
tare, has also been partially restored.

The new owner of the estate 
wants to keep the spirit of the period 
and the ties to the earlier centuries. 
For example, in one of halls, the 
workers have uncovered the original 
brickwork.

Naturally, in addition to ancient 

features, modern ones will also ap-
pear. High-quality sound and light 
equipment, and professional visuals 
were installed in the estate. A sum-
mer veranda, capable of seating six 
hundred people, is equipped with 
climate control systems capable of 
changing the humidity and tempera-
ture. From here, patrons can admire 
the tremendous view of Slepnaya wa-
ter system in comfort and luxury. A 
children’s playroom and playground 
are provided for the estate’s younger 
visitors.

There is no doubt that something 
unique will soon be appearing in the 
Belarusian capital. Glass high-rise 
and mirror buildings have made the 
residents of big cities a bit tired. They 
want something real, where it is pos-
sible to mentally relax. It looks like 
the estate of Wańkowicz will do just 
this.

An important 
conversation 
for the future 
of us all
By Yelena Andreeva

Minsk hosts 1st Eurasian 
Congress — Stem Cell 
Transplantation

The future depends on stem 
cells. They conquer illnesses which 
until now, have been regarded as 
incurable and they rehabilitate the 
functions of targeted organs. New 
tissue can also be grown from these 
cells.

The first bone marrow trans-
plant was performed by Belarusian 
surgeons 20 years ago. Today, more 
than 1,700 such operations have 
already been performed. Annually 
about 150 adults and children un-
dergo the treatment.

Specialists from around the 
globe exchanged their experienc-
es in this field at the 1st Eurasian 
Congress — Stem Cell Transplanta-
tion — which took place in Minsk 
at the end of September. The lead-
ing specialists in the sphere of 
cellular transplantation and the 
organisation of registrars of bone 
marrow donors from Great Britain, 
Germany, Japan, the Czech Re-
public, Poland, Russia, Kazakhstan 
and Ukraine participated in the 
congress. The high level event was 
held first in Belarus, and, according 
to the opinion of the organisers, it 
served as a basis for future interna-
tional co-operation.

In Belarus, hemopoietic stem 
cell transplants have been conduct-
ed since 1993. Later, a bone marrow 
transplant department was opened 
at Minsk’s 9th City Clinical Hospi-
tal. Today, it is the Republican Cen-
tre of Haematology and Marrow 
Transplantation, and since 1998 
young patients have been operated 
on at the Republical Research and 
Practice Centre of Child Oncology, 
Haematology and Immunology.

By Lilia Semenovich

The festival was held in 
the Gilibert Park. The activ-
ity was opened with the the-
atrical performance devoted 
to cheese. Olga Bogdanovi-
ch, chief specialist of Art De-
partment of Grodno Region-
al Executive Committee told, 
that concerts of professional 
and amateur actors, youth 
groups, and also fireworks 
took place in the park.

It is necessary to say that 
within the limits of the fes-
tival, business meetings of 
heads and technologists of 
the enterprises-manufac-

turers of cheese took place 
there, the competition of 
quality of cheese production 
and its professional tasting 
was organised at the festival. 
Besides, the competition of 
culinary art was held at the 
festival; confectioners and 
cooks were invited to par-
ticipate in it. Moreover there 
was held the competition for 
the most original trading-
exhibition hall. The quests 
of the festival also enjoyed 
public tasting of cheeses fol-
lowing the results of which 
the best manufacturer was 
announced.

By the way, Grodno resi-

dents had the possibility not 
only to participate in various 
activities, but also to sit in 
a cheese courtyard, to walk 
on cheese avenues, lanes 
and boulevards and to visit 
cheese galleries. A special 
currency ‘cheese pancakes’ 
was established in the cheese 
city. Active townspeople 

could earn ‘money’ whilst 
participating in competi-
tions and then spent them 
for buying real cheese. Be-
sides, organisers suggested 
Grodno residents to compete 
for speed of squeezing of cot-
tage cheese and butter whip-
ping in wooden oil press.

In a word, there were 

a lot of competitions and 
various interesting activi-
ties at the cheese festival in 
Grodno. Therefore, accord-
ing to Grodno residents and 
city visitors, the cheese fes-
tival had a great success. In 
this regard organisers have 
promised to make it tradi-
tional and annual.

Retro-style recreation
In Minsk, people will soon be able to eat and dance in the estates of 
Wańkowicz, Moniuszko and Dunin-Marcinkiewicz

‘Cottage cheese 
pancake’ — 
good currency
Cheese festival had a great 
success in Grodno

Cell phone 
museum 
opens in 
Brest
Unique to Belarus, the 
mobile phone museum 
was recently opened in 
the regional centre

The new establishment has 
more than three hundred mod-
els of mobile phones on display, 
which have been gathered over 
the last ten years. The exposition 
also includes digital cameras, 
МР3-players and other elec-
tronic devices. The exhibits have 
been given by Brest residents 
and employees of the Fast River 
Company, the organisers of this 
unusual museum. One thing 
is sure; the collection will also 
be displaying new devices. It is 
also believed that mobilephone 
throwing competitions will also 
be held there. The founders of 
the museum intend to approach 
the relevant authorities with the 
request to be included in tourist 
related advertising.

Walenty Wańkowicz’s era beautifully reflected in the restored estate

Lots of fun at Grodno cheese festival


