
� FOCUS The Minsk Times   Thursday,  October 17, 2013

On importance of unity 
within Eurasian space

The global financial crisis has 
touched all countries, including 
our own. This has negatively influ-
enced the rates of economic devel-
opment, made exports of produce 
and services more complex, es-
pecially in the second half of this 
year. In this respect, it’s extremely 
important for Russia and Belarus 
to work together in order to more 
successfully overcome the prob-
lems thrown at us by the world 
market. We’re aware that the cur-
rent situation in Russia isn’t easy, 
especially in the real sector of the 
economy. As you’ve seen, we’re not 
as rich as you are, so the whole of 
our country is the real sector of the 
economy, and what is created by 
the hands and brains of our people. 
Therefore, it’s not easy for us nowa-
days.

It’s also important that Belaru-
sian-Russian integration promotes 
the strengthening of unity within 
the whole Eurasian space, and this 
is the historical meaning of Belaru-
sian/Russian relations under con-
temporary conditions. Together 
with the Russians, we were the first 
to try such a deep integration after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
which was not achieved in either 
the Customs Union or the SES. 
Today, we’re moving gradually, by 
joint effort, towards the creation of 
the Eurasian Economic Union.

On relations with the 
President of Russia

It is more important how we 
discuss issues rather than what we 
discuss. These are always absolute-
ly friendly talks. We can always sit 
down and have a candid discussion 
about any issue which sometimes 
is not possible, for example, be-
tween Russia and the United States, 
or other countries. It is a great 
achievement. When holding talks 
with any state, you always stick to 
some canons, protocols, and dip-
lomatic things. Here, we feel as if 
we live in one state. We have good 
relations, although I would not say 
they have always been cloudless. 
We have always had enough issues 
to address. There were disagree-
ments, and you remember them. 
We did not hide their reasons. But 
the main thing was how we settled 
these disputes. We settled them as 
friends, without any huge damage 
to each other. Our relations and 
our dialogue are a set of issues we 

have between our states. And not 
only issues. There are good things 
as well, and we are happy to note 
them. It is always a pleasure to dis-
cuss such issues…

On the Union State
Today, the Union State con-

struction process is not only a 
guideline but a programme, a 
template for creating new integra-
tion associations, including the 
Eurasian Economic Union.

The Union State project was 
the first integration project within 
the post-Soviet era. We’ve done a 
lot in this regard. Let me quote you 
a simple example. When we speak 
about this or that issue within the 
framework of the Customs Union 
and the Single Economic Space, I 
just stay away from such discus-
sions. We have gone through those 
discussions in the Union State. If 

necessary, then Kazakhstan needs 
to join today.

Recently, a session of the Su-
preme State Council has taken 
place. Meanwhile, for some rea-
sons, the Russian government did 
not take part in the Union State 
Council of Ministers session, 
which was supposed to take place 
in September, if I am not mistak-
en. They said that Kerimov was 
offended and others were, too. If 
that was the reason, then we will 
just have to wait. It means that we 
still have problems in the Union 
State.

On NATO exercises
We’re aware that NATO will 

soon be holding exercises in the 
Baltic region. We will make a state-
ment to that effect, but only once. 
We won’t become hysterical. I think 
that the Foreign Ministry, maybe 
the Press Service of the Defence 
Ministry or the Minister himself 
will make a statement on this, but 
in a human way. ‘Guys, what’s up? 
You’ve made a drama out of our 
exercises, and now you are holding 
your own near the borders of Be-
larus. And what is the aim of these 
exercises?’ This is what we are go-
ing to say. Otherwise, it will be a 
sign of weakness. Why should we 
be hysterical?

For example, let’s look why the 
Poles reacted that way [the response 
towards Zapad-2013 exercises]. 
Once, the Poles and Americans 
agreed to host the missile defence 

systems on Polish territory. Then, 
for some reasons, they suspended 
this process. However, Poland still 
wants to revive the project, and 
quickly. I do not know why they 
want to put themselves in harm’s 
way. After all, an anti-missile in-
stallation is a priority target for de-
struction in the event of a conflict. 
Both the Russians and Belarusians 
have the means to disable it, and 
there’re plenty of opportunities.

For the Poles this is about 
money. Poland is the stronghold of 
Americans on the European conti-
nent today, and it is known to eve-

ryone. And they went hysterical: 
‘Look! This aggressor Lukashenko, 
the dictator, and the second one in 
Moscow are about to conquer Po-
land!’. And what is the purpose of 
this? To get money. Get the money 
and get the anti-missile defence 
system in Poland. Because, if this 
defence system is built in Poland, 
it is natural that Poland will receive 
economic benefits and hand-outs. 
The Americans will have to feed a 
part or the whole of Poland so that 
they are quiet, not anti-American 
and service the missile defence sys-
tem. There were many reasons for 
that outcry. However, we are not 
going to appease them and repeat 
what happened.

On migration policy
Over the past five years, more 

than 35,000 people have come 
to live in Belarus while around 

9,000 Belarusians have received 
residence permits in Russia. 
These are speaking figures… The 
major problem we have today is 
not even money (although money 
is always the issue in this market 
economy) but people. Our terri-
tory needs twice as many people 
as we have today: we need 20 
million, not 10 million. We are 
able to provide them with every-
thing necessary. They will work 
and make more goods. If Russian 
people are eager to come to us 
from any region, they are most 
welcome.

On death penalty
We have not abolished the death 

penalty. I do not think it is good 
that we have the death penalty, but 
I am not the reason why it has not 
yet been abolished. There are still 
such cases in the country when you 
want to apply the death penalty. Let’s 
take the terrorist act in metro, in our 
country, in Belarus. Those culprits 
have been detected and found with-
in three days. What right to life they 
have if people died in the metro? 
They’ve done this deliberately, for 
example. Therefore, a range of activ-
ities and the way of life in the state 
must create the security and safety 
of our people. The most important 
is not to forgive. Police should work 
off the money the state allocates for 
them.

On memory
To preserve the memory of the 

past, it is not enough to remem-
ber the past and commemorate the 
Great Victory. Every day, every hour 
we should raise our children and 
grandchildren; we should tell them 
about the war. Every night I tell my 
younger son stories related to the 
military events of various periods, 
not only the Great Patriotic War, 
but also the Patriotic War of 1812. 
He is already aware of the war and 
the damage the Nazi brought. This 
should be a norm in our families, 
because young people of today are 
different, no matter how wonderful 
and great they are…

We have doing much to pre-
serve the historical memory. In par-
ticular, there is the Belarusian State 
Museum of the Great Patriotic War 
History and the new building of the 
museum is under construction now. 
This will be Europe’s biggest and 
most advanced museum about the 
Great Patriotic War.

On potassium
No responsible statesman 

would act the way he has done [s. 
Kerimov — Uralkali’s sharehold-
er]. He doesn’t care in the slightest. 
It is his way of doing things. He is a 
market-minded businessman. This 
[Uralkali] was built by Russians, 
Belarusians, Tajiks, Uzbeks… The 
enterprise was created by everyone 
many years ago. He grabbed these 
shares instantaneously and he does 
what he wants… Berezniki [the 
Russian town where the enterprise 
is located] does not profit from get-
ting land slumps. The owners don’t 
care that the enterprise doesn’t 
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