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By Valery Overianov

Time is money
One of the most striking and 

unusual establishments is the ‘anti-
café’. In essence, the client pays, not 
for meal and drinks, but for the time 
spent in the cafe. During your stay 
you can treat yourself with cookies, 
toast with jam, tea and coffee. In 
the anti-café there is a refrigerator, 
a microwave, plates and tableware 
and it is possible to purchase more 
nourishing dishes too.

Currently, in Minsk there is only 
one such establishment — Fisher’s 
House — although it is envisaged 
that other such cafés will be ap-
pearing soon. In the evenings a lot 
of people are in the café. Whole 
companies of people sit on soft 
armchairs, people are playing board 
games and chatting. “The main rule 
we have is no alcohol and cigarettes. 
So you will not find drunken peo-
ple here,” says Yekaterina Vorobei, 
organiser of the Fisher’s House free 
space.

One minute in the anti-cafe 
costs Br400. For people staying 
there three hours or more, the price 
is halved. The establishment con-
sists of several premises: the general 
hall, with movable furniture, a play-
room with an X-box, a kitchen and 
two separate rooms which can be 
reserved for birthday celebrations 
or for larger groups. To ensure that 
visitors are not bored, there are a lot 
of board games, and various activi-
ties are often conducted on site.

Many a little
You can ‘offload’ your wardrobe 

contents in a regular charity shop 
or in the KaliLaska charity shop. 
“According to the working style, 
our shop is very close to European 
charity-shops, but also has its own 
features,” says Alesya Pchelka, the 
founder and project head of Kali-
Laska. “People bring their useful, 
unwanted items and we sort them. 
95 percent of these items are do-
nated to needy people and five per 
cent are kept for sale. This allows us 
to work without sponsorship and 
makes us self-supporting. We also 

carry out various charity activities 
in the shop. For example, charity 
concerts, where the tickets are not 
money, but objects that we can later 
donate or sell. We often visit or-
phanages, where we donate the col-
lected items and spend time with 
the children. So we are more than a 
standard charity shop.”

The shop sells household deco-
rations, books, clothes, statuettes, 
records, etc. “When choosing 
things for sale, we are not guided by 
a specific customer, although we do 
not currently sell children’s clothes,” 
says the head of the project. “The 

assortment includes vintage things, 
for example, old books, records and 
fashionable clothes which can’t be 
called priority items.”

The charity shop can be found 
at the ‘TSEKH’ premises, in a re-
paired factory.

At the same venue, there is also 
a new format office structure that 
people looking for a job can take 
advantage of. This is a ‘co-work-
ing’ model. This general space is 
used by participants who remain 
independent and free. “We have 
the ‘silent shop’ which can be used 
as a gallery or a platform for car-

rying out of various activities, and 
the ‘noisy shop’ — an office en-
vironment used for co-working,” 
said Ksenia Avimova, Director of 
‘TSEKH’ premises.

The workplace can be rented 
on a daily basis, or even for longer 
periods; one month rental costs 
70 Euros. The premises also boast 
a bar, where users can purchase 
drinks and a meal. “Co-working is 
suitable for people who require a re-
mote workplace. I have experienced 
first-hand that it is better to work at 
the office as a working atmosphere 
is created here,” says Ms. Avimova. 
“When you work at home, there are 
a lot of things which can distract 
you. In a café it is very noisy. In a 
library it is silent, but the rules are 
too strict. As for me, for example, I 
can’t imagine myself with a cup of 
coffee and a bun in a reading hall. 
In a co-working environment, spe-
cial working conditions are created. 
The people around you are busy, 
and this motivates you to work also. 
From time to time, you need take a 
break. Here, during your rest, you 
can communicate with other inter-
esting people and make useful so-
cial contacts.”

On the whole, such unique 
places are not a wonder for Belarus, 
but as the success of such forms 
of trade and such services in Eu-
rope shows, this model is one that 
will be expanding in the future. In 
any case, this sort of establishment 
makes a city more interesting and 
the life in it more eventful.

Non-standard way to trade  
and unusual office alternatives
Where in the capital is it possible to offload 
the contents of your wardrobe? In what 
café you do not have to pay for the coffee 
and cookies? Where can you take unwanted 
things, and at what office is it possible to 
make useful social contacts?
Whilst shops, cafes and business-centres 
will never lose their relevance, over time, 
traditional forms of trade change and, as a 
result, new and interesting solutions appear.

 By Andrey Smirnov

Grodno declared the 
country’s 2014 cultural 
capital

Two cities, Grodno and 
Mogilev, were in the fight for 
the prestigious title ‘Cultural 
Capital’. The board of the 
Ministry of Culture of Belarus 
unanimously decided to give 
this honourable status to the 
city on the banks of the Nie-
man River. Officially, Grodno 
will become the Cultural Cap-
ital of Belarus from January 
1st, 2014.

“The organising committee 
for the preparation and hold-
ing of events in Grodno will 
be created soon, and plans for 
measures, which will be carried 
out throughout the whole 2014, 
will be developed,” said Vasily 
Chernik, the Deputy Minister 
of Culture. According to him, a 
lot of cultural events will be held 
in Grodno next year. One of the 
most impressive projects will 
be the 10th anniversary of the 
Republican Festival of National 
Culture.

The naming of a Cultural 
Capital of Belarus started in the 

republic in 2010. Its purpose is 
to make the best elements of na-
tional culture more available to 
inhabitants from all corners of 
the republic, to promote the ac-
tivities of regional culture estab-
lishments and local authorities 
and to attract domestic and for-
eign tourists to different regions 
of the country. The first city to 
receive the title was Polotsk. In 
2011 it passed to Gomel, in 2012 
to Nesvizh, and Mogilev was 
last year’s holder. Grodno will 
become the 5th city to receive 
the honorary status of Cultural 
Capital of Belarus.

By Olga Smirnova

The Belarusian State 
Academic Musical Theatre 
is preparing for the premiere 
of Sofia Golshanskaya in the 
new season. This colourful 
musical combines the mu-
sic of Vladimir Kondruse-
vich, the famous Belarusian 
composer, and the libretto of 
Yelena Turova. According to 
the producer, Mikhail Koval-
chik — the Honoured Artist 
of Russia, because of the dif-
ficulty of the work, prepara-
tion of the performance has 
taken about four years.

“When there is a per-
formance on such a signifi-
cant theme, we are looking 
for an interesting artistic re-
alisation. Sofia Golshanskaya 
is no less a major figure in 
our history than Yevfrosiniya 
Polotskaya or Prince Rogvo-
lod, but only a few know 
about her,” he says. “The mu-
sical is set in the 15th cen-
tury. Władysław II Jagiełło, 
King of Poland and Grand 
Duke of Lithuania, is be-
coming acquainted with his 
future wife, Vasilisa, the rep-
resentative of noble Lithua-
nian Golshanskie family, 

but his attention is drawn to 
her 17 year old sister Sophia 
with whom he falls in love. 
There are intrigues at the 
king’s palace, wars and real 
love and wisdom played out 
on the stage of the State Aca-
demic Musical Theatre in 
this musical.”

Thirty young, classical 
ballet dancers, who have 
been invited to the theatre, 
as well as about ten gradu-
ates of the Belarusian State 
Academy of Arts will act in 
the performance, the first 
of which is planned for No-
vember.

Waiting for Sofia Golshanskaya
Musical Theatre rehearse new musical

Honorary status was given to 
beautiful city on the Nieman River

There are a lot of interesting things in the Kalilaska charity shop 

Whole groups often come to Minsk’s Fisher’s House


