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Just over half of 
Europeans believe that 
austerity policies in the 
EU have failed, according 
to new Gallup poll

Pollsters Gallup inter-
viewed more than 6,177 peo-
ple across Europe between 
September 13th and 23rd. The 
research firm found that 51 
percent of those interviewed 
thought cutting spending as 
a way to exit the crisis has 

failed. Meanwhile, an average 
of 60 percent of Europeans 
quizzed said there are better 
alternatives to austerity, but as 
many as 94 percent of Greeks 
oppose cutbacks.

Jose Manuel Barroso, the 
President of the European 
Commission, said austerity 
alone would not work. “Our 
policy is not based only on fis-
cal consolidation. It is based 
on structural reforms.”

A water treatment 
system at Japan’s stricken 
Fukushima nuclear plant 
is going back online for 
tests

The Advanced Liquid 
Processing System or ALPS 
can remove 62 radioactive 
elements found in the water, 
although it cannot remove 
tritium. Most importantly 
it can process the water at a 
faster rate than it can accu-

mulate, increasing cleaning 
capacity from 500 tonnes to 
1,500 tonnes per day.

Tokyo Electric Power Co 
(TEPCO) had begun trials of 
ALPS in March but they were 
postponed after corrosion 
was found leading to leaks. 
The plant has been struggling 
to deal with waste water used 
to cool molten reactors since 
the accident in 2011. 

More than £2.3m has 
been raised for charity as 
dozens of Gromit statues 
were auctioned in Bristol

All 81 of the sculp-
tures were sold for Wallace 
& Gromit’s Grand Appeal, 
which is raising £3.5m for an 
expansion of Bristol Royal 
Hospital for Children. One 
lot, Gromit Lightyear, de-
signed by Animation Stu-
dio Pixar and based on the 
Toy Story character, sold for 
£65,000. Nick Park, who cre-

ated the Gromit character, 
said he was ‘stunned’ by how 
much had been raised.

Bidders packed into a 
specially erected pavilion at 
Bristol’s Cribbs Causeway 
shopping centre, with al-
most 2,000 more taking part 
in the action online. One of 
the unsuccessful bidders was 
five-year-old Thom Clarke 
from Fishponds. He wrote a 
letter to the ‘Gromit keepers’ 
to say he had visited all of the 
statues over the summer and 

Blossom was his favourite. “I 
have £11.57 saved up and I 
would like to bid my money 
on Blossom please. I hope I 
win,” he said.

The Grand Appeal hopes 
to fund state-of-the-art 
equipment, family facilities 
and child-friendly artwork 
to complement a £31m in-
vestment by the NHS. Last 
month a pre-auction show of 
the Gromit sculptures, called 
The Greatest Dog Show on 
Earth, drew crowds of about 
22,000. They had previously 
been displayed around the 
city during the summer and 
quickly became a popular 
tourist attraction.

While the majority of the 
sculptures were based around 
Bristol, there were others 
at London Paddington sta-
tion, Westonbirt Arboretum 
in Gloucestershire, Ched-
dar Gorge in Somerset and 
Hawkesbury Upton, South 
Gloucestershire. 

Tourist 
season 
end means 
Spanish 
jobless rise
The number of people 
registered with Spain’s 
job centres rose in 
September for the first 
time in seven months

The total of those out of 
work was up by 0.5 percent 
from August — that is 25,572 
people, making the total 4.7 
million. The increase was ex-
pected as workers were laid 
off at the end of a busy tour-
ist season. Almost 52,000 of 
September’s job losses came 
in the service sector.

Budget Minister Cristobal 
Montoro chose to highlight 
how good the numbers were. 
He said, “This is the best data 
in September since 2007 and 
it represents a change in the 
Spanish economy; it means 
that the decline in the labour 
market is coming to an end. 
We believe this is another 
confidence indicator that re-
veals that in 2014 Spain will 
be in a position to grow and 
create jobs.”

So many, including Al-
banians in 1991, have taken 
a chance crossing the Medi-
terranean’s troubled waters. 
When Albania descended 
into anarchy, thousands took 
to ships and made for the 
southern Italian port city of 
Bari. Europe has proved a 
deadly destination for many 
migrants. Images of bodies on 
the beach in Spain testify to 
the risks that thousands take 
each year getting to Europe in 
craft that are barely sea-wor-
thy. But the numbers of mi-
grants heading for Spain has 
dropped off recently as the 
Italian island of Lampadusa 
has become the preferred 
destination for migrants.

The island has a popula-
tion of 6,000 and a surface 
area of 20 square kilometres. 
It was always going to strug-
gle as an entry point into Eu-
rope and to house migrants as 
they are processed. It has now 
become emblematic of the 
continual influx and casual-
ties that accompany human 
trafficking.

Divers off southern Ita-
ly have been searching the 
wreck of a boat which sank 
recently drowning more than 
300 African migrants. The 
fishing vessel foundered less 

than 1km (half a mile) from 
the island of Lampedusa af-
ter it caught fire. At least 111 
bodies have now been recov-
ered and some 200 of those on 
board the 20m (66ft) boat are 
still unaccounted for. Dozens 
of bodies are thought to re-
main in the sunken vessel.

There had been about 500 
passengers on board — most 

from Eritrea and Somalia, ac-
cording to the UN. Rescuers 
saved 155. The diving op-
eration had to be temporar-
ily suspended due to choppy 
seas, Italian media reports 
say. Officials are quoted as 
saying some 100 bodies could 
remain in the wreck, which 
lies some 40m below the sur-
face. Half of the bodies so far 

recovered are said to be wom-
en and four are children.

A minute of silence was 
being observed in all Italian 
schools next day in memory 
of the victims and flags were 
at half-mast. A special mass 
was also being held in the 
church in Lampedusa. The 
skipper of the boat, a 35-year-
old Tunisian, was arrested, 

announced Italy’s Interior 
Minister Angelino Alfano 
when he visited the island. 
“He had been deported from 
Italy in April,” Mr. Alfano said. 
“This is not an Italian tragedy, 
this is a European tragedy,” he 
continued. “Lampedusa has 
to be considered the frontier 
of Europe, not the frontier of 
Italy.”

Debt and 
disaster 
worries 
overshadow 
US shutdown
Political wrangling has 
already hurt the US 
economy, with growth 
reduced by the failure 
to agree a budget 
earlier this year. That 
led to across-the-board 
government spending 
cuts rather than targeted 
reductions. 

Now on top there is the 
damage from the partial shut-
down of the US government. 
But what is really troubling 
the financial world is that the 
deadlock could possibly block 
the raising of the debt limit 
— that is how much the US 
can borrow. Anxiously watch-
ing all this — particularly in 
Asia — are those that have 
lent money to Washington. 
China’s government holds 
the equivalent of 946 billion 
Euros worth of government 
bonds. Japan’s isn’t far behind 
with 840 billion Euros worth. 
The top five lenders include 
lots of offshore money and 
the proceeds from oil sales. 

If the debt limit is not 
raised, the US will not be able 
to sell more bonds and with-
out that new cash coming in, 
it risks defaulting on paying 
back the money it already 
owes, which would trigger a 
global financial catastrophe. 
The Head of the International 
Monetary Fund Christine 
Lagarde feels, “It is ‘mission-
critical’ that this be resolved 
as soon as possible.”

Gromit statues auction raises 
£2.3m for Children’s Hospital

81 Gromit statues that have been on show in Bristol

Foreign migrants in the 
Mediterranean – driven by 
hope into a sea of trouble
It is a small sea divided, coast from coast, by enormous disparities in 
wealth, opportunity and security 
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