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Play of fire 
on ‘Swedish 
Hill’
By Leonid Markov

Volkovysk hosts 2nd 
International Festival of 
Fireworks

The best pyrotechnic teams from 
Ukraine, Russia, Lithuania and Be-
larus participated in the Festival of 
Fireworks, which coincided with 
the Dozhinki local festival — as in 
2012. Delighting local audiences, 
the theme this year was ‘Volkovysk   
— town of love’ (having been linked 
to the harvest in 2012). The fire-
works were deafening, showing the 
latest novelties of pyrotechnics, set 
off from ‘Swedish Hill’ — the site of 
an ancient settlement in the centre 
of town. They were perhaps not the 
most obvious symbol of romance, 
but were certainly thrilling.

Belarusian and European Fed-
eration Shotokan Karate teams also 
gave demonstrations, hailing from 
Volkovysk and other Belarusian 
towns.

By Andrey Belousov

“The main topic of the interna-
tional forum this year was ‘Belaru-
sian Architecture — from Dreams 
to Reality’. In total, 80 original 
projects were showcased at the 
10th National Architecture Festival 
Minsk-2013”, noted Alexander Kor-
but, the Chairman of the Belaru-
sian Union of Architects. The 
projects ranged from 
private accommo-
dation to creative 
workshops, state 
institutes and 

commercial organisations.
According to Mr. Korbut, the 

festival enabled us to determine the 
development trends of the Belaru-
sian architectural schools. “Four 
main contests, held within the fes-
tival, allowed us to find the best ar-
chitects and provide them with the 

necessary assistance,” 
noted the Head of 

the Belarusian Union of Architects.
Belarus’ Deputy Architecture 

and Construction Minister, Dmitry 
Semenkevich stated that the na-
tional festival had become a tradi-
tional event, as well as a real holiday 
for professionals and visitors. “This 
festival is a good venue to demon-
strate the achievements of Belaru-
sian architecture, both already re-

alised, and scheduled 
for development. 
Moreover, it ena-

bles us to get 
acquainted 
with con-

temporary works by specialists 
from Russia, Ukraine and else-
where,” he underlined.

The festival’s programme in-
cluded seminars, presentations by 
firms and design companies, as 
well as round table discussions and 
master-classes from Belarusian and 
foreign architects. Minsk architects 
also organised excursions for the 
guests and participants of the festi-
val around modernised, and stead-
ily developing, Belarus. An expo of 
the projects from winners of the 
previous years was held to mark the 
10th anniversary of the event.

A discussion entitled ‘Prospects 
and Conflicts in the Development 
of Residential Areas in Cities in 
the post-Soviet era’ was also held 
as part of the festival. Partaking in 
the meeting were representatives of 
the UK, Germany, France, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Ukraine and Russia. 
According to Deputy Chairman of 
the Belarusian Union of Architects, 
Nikolay Vlasyuk, the subject matter 
was not accidentally, as it is relevant 
to all the states. The experts com-
pared conditions and approaches to 
addressing housing issues, along-
side housing and town-planning 
policies of the states participating 
in the discussion.

By Sergey Andreev

“Currently the Institute of 
Biophysics and Cell Engineer-
ing works in two important 
research-and-development 
directions. The first is the cre-
ation of hi-tech, competitively 
produced stem cells, which 
meet international require-
ments. The second is the 
organisation of cures using 
stem cells within the limits of 
the joint Belarusian-Russian 
enterprise International Sci-
entific Medical Centre — Cell 
Technologies,” said Lyudmila 
Dubovskaya, the Director 
of the Institute of Biophysics 
and Cell Engineering of NAS 
of Belarus.

The purpose of the joint 
enterprise is the use of Bela-
rusian and Russian cell tech-

nologies in medical practice. 
The Institute of Biophysics 
and Cell Engineering of NAS 
and the 9th City Clinical Hos-
pital of Minsk from the Bela-
rusian side and the EurAsEC 
Innovative Technology Cen-
tre venture company from 
Russia will take part in the 
creation of this international 
centre.

Academician Igor Vo-
lotovsky, who is research su-
pervisor of Union State’s Stem 
Cells programme, noted that 
the centre will become the 
executor of Union State’s sec-
ond programme Regenerative 
Medicine which will be the 
continuation of the Stem Cells 
project. And will allocate 
about 1 billion Russian Rou-
bles for development.

The current program, 

Stem Cells, was intended to 
run between 2011-2013 and 
includes five activities: the ex-
traction and standardisation 
of stem cells from marrow 
and adipose tissue, the study 
of a stem cells problem relat-
ed to funic blood, the devis-
ing of treatment technologies 
for peripheral central nervous 
system diseases, musculoskel-
etal diseases and oncological 
diseases. The budget for this 
has been 120 million Russian 
Roubles.

The scientists of the Cell 
Technologies Centre, which 
was created in February 2010 
within the Institute of Bio-
physics and Cell Engineering, 
gained valuable experience 
on reception and accumula-
tion of biomass from stem 
cells with high viability.

According to Ms. 
Dubovskaya, the use of pan-
creatic islet cells cured 10 
‘type 1’ diabetics. Treatment 
technology of experimen-
tal myocardial infarction on 
animal models with the use of 
mesenchymal stem cells from 
marrow is currently undergo-
ing. Also methods of treating 
trophic ulcers are being de-
veloped. In the future, stem 
cells will be used for cure of 
other diseases.

As it is known, stem cells 
are undifferentiated cells 
which are capable of becom-
ing specialised stems of vari-
ous tissues of an organism. 
Their uniqueness is that, un-
der the influence of external 
factors, they can substitute re-
gional cells, which leads to the 
regeneration of that local tis-
sue. The manufacture of these 
cells, and other cell products, 
is currently led by EU coun-
tries and the USA.

Book 
novelties for 
every taste
By Viktor Andreyev

Leading Belarusian publishing 
houses take part in 26th 
Moscow International Book 
Fair, hosted by Russian capital 
in early September

The Belarusian exposition fea-
tured over 500 printed editions from 
such publishing houses as Belarus, Be-
lorusskaya Nauka Publishing House, 
the Petrus Brovka Belarusian En-
cyclopaedia, Vyshcheishaya Shkola, 
Mastatskaya Litaratura and Belkniga 
JSC, as well as Aversev, that of the Be-
larusian State Economic University, 
and Pachatkovaya Shkola.

Belarusian publishers organised 
their national stand — Books of the 
Republic of Belarus — on the first day 
of the expo. It displayed book novel-
ties on every possible theme, to suit 
every taste: fiction, study materials, 
academic and popular-science lit-
erature, reference materials, encyclo-
paedias and others. The Publishing 
Projects of the Union State exposition 
was also drawing crowds, while forum 
participants took part in the Bridge of 
Friendship: The Commonwealth of 
Young Literary Men of Belarus and 
Russia round table discussion. This 
featured a presentation of the first 
edition of the Literary Almanac, pub-
lished by Zvyazda Publishing House, 
following the 1st International Liter-
ary Competition for Young Literary 
Men of the Union State of Russia and 
Belarus — The Bridge of Friendship.

Members of the Belarusian del-
egation took part in a solemn award 
ceremony for winners of the Russian 
Book of the Year national competi-
tion, alongside the award ceremony 
for winners of the 10th CIS Book Art 
international competition. The Bela-
rusian delegation also attended semi-
nars and sessions to discuss issues re-
lating to book publication, alongside a 
range of information meetings, round 
table discussions and other events at 
the trade fair.

Dreams, 
brought 
to reality
Belarusian capital hosts jubilee 
10th National Architecture 
Festival — Minsk-2013

The latest scientific developments 
will help physicians
The International Centre for Cell Technologies 
to start working in the country in 2015
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Cell technologies embody the future of medicine

At the Architecture Festival, Minsk–2013, many different designs were on display


