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Japan tests 
Fukushima 
radioactive 
water 
cleaning 
system
A water treatment 
system at Japan’s stricken 
Fukushima nuclear plant 
is going back online for 
tests

The Advanced Liquid 
Processing System or ALPS 
can remove 62 radioactive 
elements found in the water, 
although it cannot remove 
tritium. Most importantly 
it can process the water at a 
faster rate than it can accu-
mulate, increasing cleaning 
capacity from 500 tonnes to 
1,500 tonnes per day.

Tokyo Electric Power Co 
(TEPCO) had begun trials 
of ALPS in March but they 
were postponed after cor-
rosion was found leading 
to leaks. The plant has been 
struggling to deal with waste 
water used to cool molten 
reactors since the accident 
in 2011. TEPCO was heav-
ily criticised over its cleanup 
operation when leaks were 
confirmed earlier this year. 
It has pledged a further 7 
billion Euros to operations 
preventing further contami-
nation.

Interior Minister 
Manuel Valls said most 
Roma are incapable of inte-
grating into French society 
and should be ‘sent back to 
the borders’. Yet a European 
Commission spokesman 
hinted such a move could 
breach EU law. “The free-
dom to reside in another 
EU country is a fundamen-
tal right that all EU citizens 
have, be they Romanians, 
Bulgarians or French,” Ol-
ivier Bailly said in Brussels. 
Three years ago, France last 
clashed with Brussels over 
the expulsion of Roma un-
der former conservative 
President Nicolas Sarkozy. 
The legality of the policy 
has previously been ques-
tioned by the European 
Commission, as well as the 
UN’s human rights body. 
Amnesty International said 
that Paris has kicked out 
10,000 Roma in the first 
six months of this year. It 
wants France to enact a ban 
on forced evictions

Police in the northern 
French town of Roubaix 
have dismantled a Roma 
(Gypsy) camp, days after 
the Interior Minister said 
most Roma should be ex-
pelled. Officers moved in 
around 07:00 (05:00 GMT) 
to remove caravans parked 
in the sprawling camp 

as Roma families hastily 
packed up their belongings. 
Many people had already 
left the camp, where 200 
people were living, during 
the night, French media re-
port.

Amnesty International 
said more than 10,000 Roma 
had been evicted from tem-
porary camps in the first 
half of the year and Mr. 
Valls’ remarks were likely to 
‘perpetuate stereotypes and 
encourage animosity’. Some 

20,000 Roma have settled 
in France, coming mainly 
from Romania, Bulgaria 
and the former Yugoslavia.

The Mayor of Roubaix, 
Pierre Dubois, said the 
town had asked police to 
clear the camp for reasons 
of ‘security, hygiene and 
major inconvenience to lo-
cal residents’. Roubaix was 
already providing accom-
modation for 150 Roma at 
two sites, he added, asking 
for those evicted to be re-

housed elsewhere. But the 
eviction was criticised by 
politician Majdouline Sbai, 
who is Deputy Head of the 
Nord/Pas-de-Calais Re-
gional Council.

She said that many 
children from the camp 
had been enrolled in local 
schools and that the evic-
tion had been carried out 
without any substantial of-
fer of new accommodation. 
The treatment of Roma 
people — who face wide-

spread discrimination in 
Europe — is a political hot 
potato in France.

Mr. Valls has encour-
aged local councils to sys-
tematically dismantle ille-
gal Roma slums, and offer 
the expelled residents free 
flights back to their coun-
tries of origin. He has also 
been at the forefront of 
French opposition to allow-
ing Bulgaria and Romania 
full access to the passport-
free Schengen zone.

Royal Mail shares are to 
be sold by mid-October, 
before postal workers 
have a chance to strike 
over the move

The company is valued 
at £2.6bn to £3.3bn. The 
Department for Business 
said Royal Mail would list 
on the London Stock Ex-
change next month.

In a statement, the gov-
ernment said that 10 per-
cent of the shares, priced 
between 260p and 330p, 
would be given to about 
150,000 ‘eligible UK-based 
Royal Mail employees’. The 
government will also sell 
between 40.1 percent and 
52.2 percent of the Royal 
Mail under its privatisation 
proposal.

Moya Greene, Chief Ex-
ecutive of Royal Mail, said 
that the company would 
‘not change’. “We will now 
be better able to compete in 
what is a fast changing and 
intensely competitive mar-

ket,” she added.
Members of the public 

can apply for Royal Mail 
shares online until October 
8th. So-called ‘conditional 
dealings’ in shares on the 
London Stock Exchange 
will begin on October 11th, 

while ‘unconditional deal-
ings’ will commence on Oc-
tober 15th. The minimum 
application for the public 
wishing to purchase shares 
is £750, or £500 for eligible 
Royal Mail employees.

The Communication 

Workers Union (CWU) 
is balloting 100,000 of its 
members on a nationwide 
strike over the privatisa-
tion, as well as on changes 
to salary and pensions. The 
CWU in statement said it 
‘criticised’ the government 
for pressing ahead with 
what it called an ‘unpopu-
lar’ privatisation. Voting in 
the strike ballot will close 
on October 16th. The earli-
est a strike could take place 
is October 23rd.

This is a very big mo-
ment in the history of the 
500-year-old postal service, 
describing the government’s 
programme as ‘ambitious’.

Business Minister 
Michael Fallon said that 
the six-day-a-week delivery, 
or ‘universal service’, was 
‘completely protected’, but 
private investment would 
help the Royal Mail improve 
that service. “It’s a business 
that needs access to private 
capital,” he added.

Royal Mail shares to be 
sold before possible strikes

France is under fire from Brussels after a member of the country’s Socialist 
Government called for jobless Roma to be expelled from French territory

French Minister riles 
EU over Roma remarks

Spain 
issues 
growth 
budget, no 
tax hikes, 
no cuts
The Spanish economy 
looks to be crawling out 
of the swamp of recession 
as the government 
delivered a budget free 
from unpopular cuts to 
health and education and 
no tax rises

The 2014 budget pack-
age is based on estimates 
that GDP will grow 0.7 per-
cent up from the 0.5 per-
cent predictions. The finan-
cial plan marks a change 
from 2013, a budget packed 
with tax hikes and spend-
ing cuts. Economic Minster 
Luis de Guindos expressed 
his hopes for a better 2014: 
“Europe’s developed coun-
tries saw a sharp decline in 
economic activity in 2009. 
Yet in 2010/11 they recov-
ered. Spain saw a tiny 0.1 
percent growth in 2011 and 
in 2012 we had another fall. 
Next year there will be the 
first real signs of increased 
economic activity.” 

Any economic boost is 
welcome, but the country is 
still racked by high unem-
ployment.

Toyota 
and Nissan 
issue fresh 
vehicle 
recalls
Japanese car giants 
Toyota and Nissan have 
issued vehicle recalls

Toyota say they have re-
called 615,000 Sienna mini-
vans in the US as a result of a 
faulty lever, which may cause 
the model to shift out of park 
mode without the knowledge 
of the driver. The company 
says it is aware of ‘24 minor 
accidents’ because of the prob-
lem.

Nissan has put out a call for 
close to a million cars globally 
due to a fault in the accelerator 
sensor, no accidents have been 
reported. Nissan say the sen-
sor may become unstable and 
leading to less acceleration, not 
more and the car is at risk of 
stalling. The models affected 
are the Infiniti M, Serena, X-
Trail, Lafesta and Fuga models 
produced in Japan between 
2004 and 2013.

Royal Mail sale to be completed before strike

Roma should ‘go home’, says France’s Interior Minister


