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By Lyudmila Khromova

The Belarusian Circus 
has prepared its answer to 
the world famous Cirque du 
Soleil. Premiering in Sep-
tember, in Minsk, the show 
features animal acts, acro-
batic feats, circus magic and 
clownery. The company fea-
tures top performers from 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, Ukraine, Russia, It-
aly, China, Belarus and else-
where, united under the big 
top. Some acts are even per-
forming on ice, with skating 
parrots sure to delight the 
audience.

Magic on Ice opens at the 
Belarusian State Circus in 
early September, organised 
by an Australian company. 
The show has been touring 
worldwide for over a year, 
explains Abraham Kostan-
yan, the Producer and Art 
Director. He tells us, “It’s 
proven a very popular show, 
especially in such Asian 
countries as Japan, Singa-
pore and Malaysia.”

The show was a sell-
out in Malaysia for about 
a thousand performances, 
over the last two years. Bela-
rus is now the first European 
country to host the unique 
programme, with the per-
formance adjusted for local 

tastes, alongside its venue at 
the Belarusian State Circus. 
New choreography, tricks 
and costumes have been 
prepared, with some of the 
latter sewn in Belarus. How-
ever, the ice for the show has 
come from Italy.

“The especially-sized ice 
rink was constructed by Ital-

ian specialists for the Belaru-
sian circus, using ‘live’ ice,” 
explains Serzh Bondarchuk, 
the Art Director of the Be-
larusian State Circus. “Such 
ice does not exist anywhere 
else; it does not crack like or-
dinary ice, being extremely 
solid — thanks to a different 
method of freezing.”

Anastasia Rich, whose 
act features levitation, tells 
us that the circus has never 
before seen such a perform-
ance — especially with ice. 
Meanwhile, clown Oleg 
Ponukalin notes, “I’ve seen 
many different shows but 
this one is really unique! 
Circus on ice exists but this 

one is different, harmonis-
ing various genres. Lighting, 
costumes and staging play 
less of a role than the spec-
tacle itself. It’s a new project 
and I’m delighted that Minsk 
is the first to host this version 
of the show; we are making 
‘circus history’.”

A Belarusian act is fea-

turing in the Australian 
show: Acrobatic Pirates, di-
rected by Anatoliy Shikovets. 
It’s a show which our artists 
have performed in Japan 
for a long time, featuring 45 
artists, plus over a hundred 
domestic technical workers 
and 12 from abroad. Pro-
fessional figure skaters are 
taking part for the first time 
in the history of the circus, 
including some many-time 
world champions.

“We’ve concluded many 
contracts worldwide,” say a 
couple of figure skaters from 
Australia. “We consider this 
contract, which allows us 
to work and live in Belarus 
for about six months, to be 
one of the most interesting. 
Minsk is a beautiful city, 
with which we’ve already 
fallen in love. We knew al-
most nothing before arriv-
ing but have been pleasantly 
surprised. Belarus has an 
incredibly rich history and 
culture, despite being small 
in comparison with Aus-
tralia.”

For the next six months, 
audiences will be thrilled by 
miracles of figure skating 
and incredible magic tricks, 
as well as laughing at the 
antics of the clowns and the 
stunts performed by skating 

parrots.

Italians build unrivalled ice rink for new show at Belarusian State Circus

Wonderful acrobatic pirates 
and trained parrots on skates

Belarusfilm National 
Film’s Theatre-Studio of 
Film Actor opens 32nd 
season with Battlefield 
— a comedy based on 
Belarusian Svetlana 
Bartokhova’s play

Minsk is staging a sell-out 
performance in early Septem-
ber on an eternal, yet modern, 
theme: relationships between 
men and women. The plot 
tackles women’s feelings to-
wards male infidelity and the 
various ‘solutions’ possible, 
while presenting relations as 
a battlefield without any true 
victor.

Stars of stage and screen 
Anatoly Gurev, Yelena Odints-
ova, Yulia Polubinskaya, Olga 
Sizova and Dmitry Mukhin 
are taking part, with Alex-
ander Bespaly and Vladimir 
Gritsevsky, Honoured Artists 
of Belarus, producing the play.

The Theatre-Studio of 
Film Actor was established in 
1980, from among Belarusfilm 
staff, as a fringe theatre. For 
more than twenty years, Alex-
ander Yefremov, a People’s and 
Honoured Artist of Belarus, 
has headed the theatre, taking 
it on tours of Russia, Poland, 
Lithuania and Ukraine.

By Sergey Smirnov

Edition describing 
historical and spiritual 
legacy of Bykhov 
town and district, in 
the Mogilev Region, 
becomes unique gift at 
Day of Belarusian Written 
Language

Bykhov District. Breath of 
Centuries, an illustrated edi-
tion, has been presented at 
the recent Day of Belarusian 
Written Language, hosted by 
Bykhov. The edition reveals 
the twists and turns of Fate 
in this unique region of Be-
larus, looking at centuries 
of peasant revolts, rebel-
lions and bloodshed in 
the Bykhov District.

In the foreword of 
the book, the Chair-
man of the Bykhov District 
Executive Committee, Dmitry 
Koleev, notes: ‘You will feel the 
breath of history and moderni-
ty of our River Dnieper area on 
the pages of this landmark edi-
tion while gaining familiarity 
with its respected people. The 
long-suffering Bykhov Dis-

trict boasts rich history, having 
faced numerous wars, which 
destroyed the town and the 
district, and killed local peo-
ple, who courageously defend-
ed their lands. Nevertheless, 
Orthodox, Judaic and Catholic 
church-

es have always peacefully co-
existed here. Many of these are 
being reconstructed and new 
ones are being built. Our po-
etic, melodious and colourful 
district is known for its literary 
men, artistes and scientists, 

who’ve made and continue to 
contribute to the development 
of domestic culture and edu-
cation. Moreover, the Bykhov 
District is a fabulous location 
of beautiful rivers and lakes, 
fantastic oak woods and boul-
ders…’

The beauties of the Bykhov 
District can be seen on the 
pages of the edition, which is 
richly illustrated with photo-
graphs, thanks to financial as-
sistance from the Information 
Ministry of Belarus. We can 

view ancient 
monuments, as well 

as the Bykhov District’s virgin 
landscapes and its welcoming 
residents.

Famous journalist 
Vladimir Botskalevich com-
piled the book and wrote 
most of its text: single lines 
where each word is chosen 
carefully. Prominent Bela-
rusian photographer Ana-
toly Kleshchuk provided 
the pictures, while a lead-
ing technical editor from 
our newspaper, Georgy 
Shablyuk, worked on its 
layout and formatting.

As hundreds of guests 
from around the world attend-
ed the Day of Belarusian Writ-
ten Language, this corner of 
the River Dnieper area is now 
known far beyond the borders 
of Belarus, including via this 
landmark edition: Bykhov Dis-
trict. Breath of Centuries.

‘Breath of centuries’ 
found on book pages

Eternal battlefield of 
love played on stage

Fragment from Australian show Magic on Ice

Bykhov District. Breath of Centuries offers something 
interesting for everyone

Scene from Battlefield performance


