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By Victor Andreev

Belarus is well-known in Lat-
in America, enjoying productive 
dialogue with Cuba, and a chain 
of successful and mutually use-
ful projects in Venezuela. We are 
viewed as a conscientious and 
obliging partner, while sharing a 
similar position on various global 
issues to most countries in this 
dynamically developing region. 

The President of Bolivia, Evo 
Morales, recently paid an official 
visit to Minsk, discussing areas 
of potential co-operation during 
his meeting with Mr. Lukashenko. 
The Presidents of Belarus and Bo-
livia have met previously but this 
was the first such official visit and 
Mr. Morales’ arrival is a sure sign 
of ties between Minsk and La Paz 
strengthening. During negotia-
tions, there was one touching mo-
ment, when Mr. Morales recalled 
a common friend, Hugo Chávez, 
who had introduced Mr. Lukash-
enko to Mr. Morales some time 
past. The honoured guest men-
tioned the great help rendered by 
Belarus to Venezuela, noting that 
Hugo Chavez aspired to develop 
co-operation across the whole re-
gion. Of course, the continuation 
of this is the best tribute to Mr. 
Chávez’ memory. Certainly, Presi-
dent Lukashenko supports this 
view and assured his Bolivian col-
league that Belarus is ready to de-
velop co-operation in any sphere.

The possibilities are wide-rang-
ing and Bolivia is rich in mineral 
resources, although barely a tenth 
of them have been explored. Bela-

rusian experts showed their ability 
to work on oil deposits in Venezue-
la, which is of interest to Bolivia. 
This Latin American country is 
also keen to improve its agricultur-
al efficiency, while Belarus boasts 
cutting-edge agro-machinery and 
highly skilled experts. In Venezue-
la, Belarus implemented a number 
of joint agrarian projects. In fact, 
many Belarusian innovations have 

found embodiment in Venezuela, 
from mining and agriculture, to 
the manufacture of machinery and 
building materials and the con-
struction of accommodation. Mr. 
Lukashenko noted that Bolivia can 
study the experience of its neigh-
bour to see just what Belarus can 
offer.

President Morales has asked 
Minsk to assist in training agri-

cultural experts and expressed his 
gratitude to the Belarusian Presi-
dent in this sphere, praising the 
level of agricultural education in 
Belarus.

Strategic areas of interstate co-
operation were outlined by Presi-
dent Lukashenko and President 
Morales, with a joint commission 
on co-operation to be set up, head-
ed by Viktor Sheiman, Chief of Be-

larus’ Presidential Property Man-
agement Directorate, and the Head 
of the Bolivian Presidential Admin-
istration. The commission will also 
include the Vice President of Bo-
livia and will hold its first session in 
Minsk in the near future. The aim 
is to provide Bolivian partners with 
as much information as possible on 
the potential of Belarus. The com-
mission will also meet in Bolivia, 
looking at training needs. All pro-
posals raised by the commission 
will then be submitted to the heads 
of state. Belarus has gained entry to 
new markets in this way previously, 
with key projects acting as stimulus 
for further development.

Mr. Lukashenko has assured 
his colleague that Belarus attaches 
great importance to expanding re-
lations with Bolivia and is eager to 
raise co-operation to a higher level 
as soon as possible. Belarus has 
watched Bolivia with an interested 
and friendly eye, seeing its rise in 
Latin America and within the inter-
national arena. Bolivia is a promis-
ing partner and a good friend, as 
Mr. Lukashenko emphasised, say-
ing, “In our complex and restless 
world, which is affected by finan-
cial and economic crises, external 
threats and political intrigues, it is 
vital that, nearby, there are friendly 
countries interested in constructive 
co-operation. We will build our re-
lations based on this formula.”

Evo Morales completely sup-
ports this approach. Confirming 
interest in further development of 
partnership, he noted his decision 
to accredit the Bolivian Ambassa-
dor to Russia also in Belarus.
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Strategic areas of co-operation 
specified by our two countries

By Sergey Sokolov

The President of Bela-
rus, Alexander Lukashenko, 
recently met Secretariat of 
the CPC Central Commit-
tee member Liu Yunshan, of 
the Standing Committee of 
the Politburo of the Central 
Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC). 
Of course, China holds a 
special place in Belarus’ 
foreign policy, with Minsk 
and Beijing having signed 
several joint decisions to enhance 
liaisons. China is financing various 
major projects in Belarus, with Mr. 
Lukashenko noting that the Chi-
nese-Belarusian Industrial Park now 
being created is expected to attract 
top level global manufacturers using 
the latest high technologies. 

President Lukashenko empha-

sised, “We’d like China to create here, 
at the centre of Europe, a powerful 
media holding, supporting work in 
Europe and post-Soviet countries. 
We are eager to see this media hold-
ing, whether joint or Chinese, ac-
tively promoting our relations and 
showing Chinese people more about 
our intentions, about Belarus and 

about our joint initiatives 
and projects.”

This project, like oth-
ers, is likely to be reflected 
in a plan of further action 
for Belarusian-Chinese co-
operation: agreed with Xi 
Jinping, the President of the 
People’s Republic of China, 
during a recent visit by the 
Belarusian President to the 
People’s Republic of China. 
This is the seventh visit by 
Belarus to China and saw 
Mr. Lukashenko suggesting 

that a road map be signed during 
the forthcoming visit of the Belaru-
sian Prime Minister to China.

Liu Yunshan conveyed greetings 
from Chinese leader Xi Jinping, to 
President Lukashenko, and assured 
that China intends to realise top-
level plans to strengthen co-opera-
tion with Belarus.

Much work to be done 
in promoting main issues
Belarus and China actively developing comprehensive 
economic partnership
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A number of issues were discussed in Minsk by Alexander Lukashenko and Evo Morales

Liu Yunshan as part of delegation from China


