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By Olga Smirnova

The exhibition recreates the at-
mosphere of a Jewish settlement 
in Belarus, displaying unique pho-
tographs from Israel and original 
artefacts from the Jewish way life 
— including ritual objects from the 
archives of the National History Mu-
seum of the Republic of Belarus and 
the Museum of History and Culture 
of Jews.

Speaking on the joint project, 
Gennady Polishchuk, the First Sec-
retary of the Embassy of the State of 
Israel, tells us, “The exhibition is in-
teresting in tracing the life of Jewish 
people in Belarus, showing how this 
influenced the life of Jewish people 
in Israel. When we speak about our 
people it’s one thing; however, it’s 
quite another when we see with our 
own eyes. It’s wonderful to realise 
how much Belarus has given us, in 
the shape of such outstanding peo-
ple as Shimon Peres and Menachem 
Begin. Of course, many other na-
tives of Belarus have made a huge 
contribution to the creation and de-
velopment of Israel.”

Belarus is the Motherland of 

many outstanding representatives of 
the Jewish people. Vitebsk brought 
forth artist Marc Chagall, while the 
village of Zembin, in the Borisov Dis-
trict of the Minsk Region, has given 
the world artist Nadia Khodase-
vich-Léger. Smilovichi in the Minsk 
Region was the birthplace of artist 
Chaim Soutine while sci-fi writing 
legend Isaac Asimov was from the 

village of Petrovichi, in the Mogilev 
Region. The village of Uzlyany, in the 
Pukhovichy District, gave us Amer-
ican businessman David Sarnov: 
one of the founders of radio-and 
telecasting in the USA. Lazar Meir 
(Louis Burt Mayer), the founder of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, was born in 
Minsk while the first president of Is-
rael, Chaim Weizmann, came from 

the village of Motol, in the Ivanovo 
District; the latter’s home now hous-
es a museum. The village of Luzhki, 
in the Sharkovchshina District of 
the Vitebsk Region, brought forth 
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda — ‘the father 
of modern Hebrew’. Meanwhile, the 
third president of the State of Israel, 
scientist and writer Shazar Shneur 
Zalman, came from the Grodno Re-

gion’s Mir, in the Korelichi District. 
The list could continue, as there are 
a great many Jews with direct con-
nections to Belarus.

The current President of Israel, 
Shimon Peres, comes from the vil-
lage of Vishnevo, in the Volozhin 
District of the Minsk Region. His 
grandfather was Rabbi Zvi Meltzer, 
the head of the local Jewish com-
munity, who died alongside his 
Jewish brothers in 1941; the house 
in which Shimon was born now 
bears a memorial plaque. Vishnevo’s 
Centre of Culture is now perma-
nently showing a photo-exhibition 
brought from Israel: Shimon Peres 
— the Path from Vilenskaya Street in 
Vishnevo to the Presidential Street in 
Jerusalem. Shimon Peres has visited 
his original homeland several times 
but was sadly unable to make the 
journey this year. In his stead, his 
daughter, Tzvia Walden, took the 
trip, drinking water from the well, 
as her father, grandfather and great-
grandfather have done before her. 
During his last visit to Vishnevo, 
Shimon Peres joked, “This is healing 
water so whoever drinks it, will live 
for more than a hundred years.”

Unique photographs and the 
wealth of other artefacts 
National History Museum of Belarus exhibition opens, devoted to 90th birthday of Israeli 
President Shimon Peres and centenary of former Prime Minister Menachem Begin

The 18th International 
Belaya Vezha Theatre Festival, 
which is to take place in Brest 
from September 7th-14th, will 
be divided into three sections. 
“This year, we’ve decided to 
show the audience the best 
Belarusian and Polish per-
formances, inviting theatre 
companies from Belarus and 
Poland. The third section will 
showcase interesting interpre-
tations of world drama,” notes 
the Deputy Director General 
of the Brest Academic Drama 
Theatre, Larisa Novitskaya.

The theatrical forum will 
open with Who Laughs Last, 
staged by the Theatre-Studio 
of Cinema Actors. The play 
won the special award of 
the President of Belarus for 
arts and culture. Among the 
best Belarusian plays of re-
cent years are the winners of 
the National Theatre Award: 
Queen of Spades (staged by 
Grodno Regional Puppet 
Theatre) and Classmates (by 
Mogilev Regional Drama 
Theatre). Tickets are already 
sold out.

The Polish part of the 
programme has been pre-
pared in close co-operation 
with the Adam Mickiewicz 
Institute in Warsaw and with 
the Polish Institute in Minsk. 
The programme will include 

five works of different genres: 
from Salto Mortale square 
performance to Portraits of 
Polish Kings, by the Naro-
dowy Stary Teatr. Heleny Mo-
drzejewskie (Helena Modjes-
ka’s National Old Theatre in 
Krakow) will demonstrate the 
latest multimedia technolo-
gies in theatre.

Hamlet. Point G is sure to 
prove among the most popu-
lar, by the Moscow Moon The-
atre, alongside Lady Macbeth, 
by the State Youth Theatre of 
Lithuania, The Oldest Profes-
sion monologue, by Robert 

Akopyan from Yerevan, and 
Antibodies docu-drama, by 
the Baltic House, from St. 
Petersburg. Taking part in 
the festival will be 23 thea-
tre groups from Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Belarus, Greece, 
Egypt, Israel and elsewhere.

This year, the organising 
committee has decided to set 
aside a traditional jury, reserv-
ing the right to name the best 
show of the festival. The best 
male and female ‘actors’ will 
be chosen by theatrical critics 
and there will be awards from 
the media and audience.

Belarusian and Polish theatre companies 
to headline Belaya Vezha Festival

Favourites on stage
Dresden — Music at the 
Court of Augustus of 
Saxony, hosted by Mir 
Castle

The Summer Academy 
brought together about 40 par-
ticipants from Belarus, Ger-
many, the Netherlands, Russia, 
Ukraine and Poland, who con-
ducted master classes, along-
side professional discussions 
and concerts, within the walls 
of one of Belarus’ most popular 
museums.

“Early 18th century music 
is in perfect harmony with Mir 
Castle and its museum exhib-
its,” notes Director Olga Popko. 
“This helped guests and musi-
cians from different countries 
fully enjoy the atmosphere of 

a bygone era. I’d like to note 
that some musical pieces were 
performed on authentic instru-
ments created nearly three cen-
turies ago.”

The arts directors of the 
Summer Academy are Su-
sanne Regel (Germany, ba-
roque oboe) and Christopher 
Hammer (Germany/USA, 
clavecin), supported by 
Vladimir Nevdakh (Belarus, 
harpsichord). Among the 
teachers are such prominent 
musicians as Cynthia Roberts 
(USA, baroque violin, viola), 
Phoebe Carrai (USA, baroque 
cello), Axel Wolf (Germany, 
lute), Galina Matyukova (Be-
larus, flute, flute-traverso) and 
Christian Beuse (Germany, 

baroque bassoon).
The Academy focuses on 

baroque music, which origi-
nated during the golden days of 
the Dresden Court of Augustus 
of Saxony; his court chapel 
comprised the most famous 
and most talented musicians of 
the time.

The manager of the project 
and co-ordinator of the Depart-
ment of Cultural Programmes 
at the Goethe Institute in 
Minsk, Igor Kuksin, tells us, 
“Old music is fascinating. We’re 
delighted that our project not 
only helps promote experience 
sharing between professional 
musicians from around the 
world but draws attention to 
baroque music masterpieces.” 

Bygone music sounds 
within ancient walls

Virtuoso violinist Maxim 
Vengerov performing at 
Minsk’s 8th International 
Yuri Bashmet Festival, for 
first time

The maestro is to perform 
famous romantic miniatures 
and masterpieces of world 
classical music at the Bela-
rusian State Philharmonic’s 
Main Hall. Mr. Vengerov will 
be playing Stradivari’s most fa-
mous violin, dated from 1727 
— the ‘Kreutzer’ — while the 
bow once belonged to promi-
nent 20th century violinist 
Jascha Heifetz.

Mr. Vengerov is acclaimed 
as a musician of the highest 
order, having perfect tech-
nique and a passionate soul. 
He has played on the most 
famous world stages, with 
the best orchestras and most 
famous conductors: among 
them Claudio Abbado, Daniel 
Barenboim, Valery Gergiev 
and Zubin Mehta.

The 8th International Yuri 
Bashmet Festival opens at the 
Belarusian State Philharmonic 
on October 2nd. First held in 
2006, the festival is conducted 
under the auspices of the Be-

larusian President, combining 
the creative forces of Belarus, 
Russia and other countries. It 
annually brings together out-
standing musicians: young 
talents and veterans. Belaru-
sian pianist Rostislav Krimer, 
a winner of international 
competitions and graduate of 
the Royal Academy of Music 
in London, initiated the event 
and is its arts director, while 
state prize winner of the USSR 
and Russia, People’s Artist of 
Russia Yuri Bashmet is the 
honorary co-chairman of the 
organising committee.

Musical colossus’ passion

Exhibition opening graced by large crowds

Street performances attract spectators


