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By Yuri Chernyakevich

Ancient Bykhov’s hosting of 
the 20th Day of Belarusian Writ-
ten Language has entertained 
around 2,500 guests. The opening 
and closing ceremonies of the Day 
of Belarusian Written Language, 
alongside the awards ceremony 
for the winners of the national 
Best Work of Literature-2012 con-
test, were notable in their solem-
nity. For the first time, the hymn 
of the Day of Belarusian Writ-
ten Language rang out, and the 
previous hosts of the event were 
celebrated in their own special 
festival. Book and press presenta-
tions were held, celebrating new 
publishing projects, while the 
Literary Portraits event gathered 
participants from Belarus and 
abroad.

The local stadium hosted the 
Orchestra of National Instruments 
(name after L. Ivanov), as well as 
the National Academic Bolshoi 
Opera and Ballet Theatre, ending 
with a grand firework display.

Bykhov’s Regional Centre of 
Culture ceremonially opened its 
doors on 31st August, follow-
ing major reconstruction; it now 
bears a bas-relief plaque honour-
ing writer Boris Streltsov — a 
well-known native of the Bykhov 
District. The venue hosted a com-
petition for young readers enti-
tled Live Classics, alongside the 
Bykhov Readings conference and a 
book launch for Barkulabovskaya 
Chronicles.

The town was buzzing with 
such activity that it’s impossible 
for anyone to have been bored. 
The Synagogue joined forces with 
Bykhov Castle in hosting an exhi-
bition entitled Sources of Historical 
Heritage. Creative groups, nation-
al associations, and the Mogilev 
Regional Drama and Comedy 
Theatre (named after W. I. Dunin-

Marcinkiewicz) helped entertain 
guests with a programme which 
included the History Wheel drama 
and holiday the Knightly Festival 
in Bykhov Castle .

Recently renovated Rodina 
cinema, celebrating its centenary, 
screened Cinema of My Country 
for the festival, using its new 3D 
equipment. It also hosted an in-
ternational festival of animation: 
Animaevka. 

The area around the city’s 
fountain was thronged with peo-
ple for displays of ancient Belaru-
sian dancing. The Festival Mogi-
lev Region event united visitors 
and ‘honoured’ grandmothers 
in the joyful activity of learn-
ing the dances performed by our 

ancestors hundreds of years ago. 
Meanwhile, teenagers enjoyed a 
modern dance-off on Bykhov’s 
Oktyabrskaya Square: ‘DANCE-
vertep’. Children of all ages were 
thrilled to take part in games and 
contests, including an art compe-
tition. 

One of the most unexpected 
features of the holiday was a CIS 
and Baltic States record-breaking 
parachute jump and flag jump, 
performed by Pavel Novitsky, of 
Mogilev’s Flying Club. He spread 
a huge 32m x 18.5m flag of Bela-
rus over Bykhov. Mogilev special-
ists spent almost three days mak-
ing the flag, using 450 metres of 
fabric, weighing 60kg. The flag 
has now been presented to the 

Hall of Olympic and Sports Glory 
of the Mogilev Region.

Needless to say, Bykhov also 
hosted writers from around the 
globe for the wonderful festival. 
Writers from Belarus, Russia, 
Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan, Lithuania and Serbia 
recently took part in the round-
table meeting Consonance: Lan-
guage and Literature in the Con-
text of Historical and Cultural 
Heritage. The meeting included 
a presentation of the Consonance 
of Hearts project, which features 
works of art from Belarusian and 
CIS writers. The release coincides 
with the Presidency of Belarus 
over the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States.

By Anna Barabanova

Belarusian programmers 
continue to lead globally, with 
Gennady Korotkevich taking 
first place at prestigious World 
Championship for Sports 
Programming, held in St. 
Petersburg: Yandex Algorithm 
2013 

An impressive 84 countries 
took part, and more than 3,000 
programmers, yet Belarusian 
Gennady’s main rival seemed to 
be Pyotr Mitrichev, who works at 
the Google office in Moscow and 
is a graduate of Moscow State 

University. Gennady claimed 
victory after correctly solving 
three of six tasks, taking a prize 
of 300,000 Russian Roubles. The 
three strongest included Russian 
Yevgeny Kaptun and Taiwanese 
Shih Pi-Hsun, while Mitrichev 
took fourth place.

Mr. Korotkevich, 18, is known 
in the IT sphere as ‘tourist’, or 
simply Gena, having won the 
largest tournament previously, 
despite his young age. He has 
just finished his first year at St. 
Petersburg’s National Research 
University of Information Tech-
nologies, Mechanics and Optics. 

As a Gomel schoolboy, he be-
came the absolute world champi-
on in the individual event three 
times and helped his team to win 
the group sports programming 
nomination also.

This year, Gennady and Bela-
rusian Alexey Ropan — a student 
at the Belarusian State University 
of Informatics and Radio-elec-
tronics — reached the top 24 
programmers in the TopCoder 
Open global competition for pro-
gramming and design. Gennady 
does not consider himself a pro-
gramming genius, simply saying 
that he has good understanding 

of his field.
It seems incredible to enjoy 

such global success at a young 
age but Belarusian IT special-

ists are in a league of their own: 
an absolutely new generation of 
clever and talented people, lead-
ing us into the future.

True сonsonance of 
hearts born in Bykhov
20th anniversary of Day of Belarusian Written Language held over 
weekend in Mogilev Region’s ancient city of Bykhov, welcoming several 
thousand guests, alongside writers from eight countries

Slavists 
satisfied by 
their work
By Lyudmila Ivanova

15th International Congress of 
Slavists ends in Minsk

A ceremonial meeting summed 
up the results of the Congress, with 
Alexander Lukashanets, Chairman 
of the International Committee of 
Slavists (and corresponding member 
of the National Academy of Sciences) 
noting the forum’s confirmation that 
Slavic culture, languages and literature 
play a leading role in European and 
wider global culture. He asserted, “I’m 
happy to say that we saw a lot of young 
speakers. Dignified young people are 
coming to take our place. I’m sure that 
Slavic studies, as a science, have pros-
pects for further development.”

On Sunday, at the International 
Committee of Slavists’ meeting, more 
than three dozen new committees 
were formed, with new chairmen pre-
sented with credentials. One such was 
Alexander Lukashanets while Sloveni-
an Peter Žeňuch took over from Polish 
Professor Stanisław Gajda as curator. 

The 16th Congress of Slavists, 
scheduled for 2018, is to be held in 
Serbia; the International Committee 
of Slavists is now headed by Serbian 
Bosko Suvajdzic.

Before parting, everyone shared 
their impressions. Post-graduate stu-
dent Fujikado Takumi, from Japan, 
who studies the morphology of Serbo-
Croatian language, loves our country-
side and our friendliness, saying, “I’ve 
bought many textbooks on Belarusian 
language, as I want to learn.”

The Chair of Literary Theory, at the 
Belarusian State University, Professor 
Vyacheslav Ragoisha, tells us, “It was 
interesting to participate in a ‘round 
table’ meeting devoted to the 200th 
anniversary of Taras Shevchenko. Af-
terwards, I informed colleagues that, 
in October, the Philology Department 
of the BSU will be holding a confer-
ence on Minority Literature in a World 
Context, planning a ‘round table’ dedi-
cated to Shevchenko.

In 2003, Slovenia received Slavists 
from around the world. Andreja Žele, 
of Ljubljana’s University, considers the 
Minsk congress to have been no less 
impressive.

“It seems to me that in globalised 
world national languages have pros-
pects, because people now have an in-
terest in their preservation.”

IT victories continue for 
BSU student Gennady
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Bykhov unveils Barkulabovskaya Chronicles sculpture honouring Day of Belarusian Written Language

Gennady Korotkevich


