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By Lyudmila Mikhailovskaya

The contest is gathering 80 
beauties from all over the world, 
being placed among the top five 
global pageants and the third most 
prestigious (behind Miss World and 
Miss Universe). The final show will 
be broadcast on September 6th, 
with millions watching worldwide. 
Many such events are often hosted 
on a smaller scale, in Minsk and 
other Belarusian cities, but Miss Su-
pranational is a truly international 
competition, focused on far more 
than make-up, high heels and short 
dresses.

Three weeks prior to the finals, 
the ladies have arrived in Minsk, 
some travelling dozens of thousands 
of kilometres and enduring unex-
pected adventures en-route. Among 
those taking part are women from 
Australia, the Dominican Republic, 
Canada, Indonesia and Zimbabwe. 
Miss Myanmar Khin Wint Wah 
travelled for three days to reach 
Belarus, while Elodie Odadan, 17, 
from Guadeloupe, fainted at a press 
conference devoted to the forth-
coming pageant. However, she was 
smiling within five minutes of re-
gaining consciousness, thanks to 
the support of those around her. The 
First Deputy Chairman of ONT TV 
Channel, Sergey Khomich, notes, 

“The journey to Belarus was a true 
challenge for many participants; 
some spent several days travelling 
and some have had to wait for their 
luggage.” Losing suitcases contain-
ing thirty contest dresses would cer-
tainly be stressful!

Despite all difficulties, the con-
testants admit to feeling comfort-
able in Belarus. “I feel at home here,” 
says Giuliana Villavicencio, from 
Ecuador. “My country is a para-
dise on Earth; it’s summer all year 
round there. However, the sun here 
is no less bright. Just yesterday, I was 

thinking that it’s like Ecuador here!”
The ladies have some time to 

learn more about Belarus, going 
on excursions to local beauty spots. 
“The girls will return home as am-
bassadors for Belarus,” notes the 
director of the organising company, 
Gerhard Parzutka von Lipinski. Be-
larus’ hosting of the 2014 World Ice 
Hockey Championship is not the 
only fact known to the ladies, who 
revealed knowledge of Belarusian 
lakes, the potato as the national 
cuisine, the cleanness of Belarusian 
cities, the beauty of Belarusian la-

dies, bilingualism and the diamond-
shaped National Library when 
answering a questionnaire. Interest-
ingly, the beauties also brought gifts 
for the National Library, as has be-
come a tradition: illustrated editions 
on their native countries.

“It’s my first time in Belarus,” 
says Natalia Rus, from Romania. 
“I’m impressed with the country: 
it’s so beautiful, clean and interest-
ing. “The pageant is well organised 
as well. All the participants are won-
derful — inside and out! I’m con-
vinced we’ll become good friends 

— although the contest envisages 
rivalry.”

The organisers have prepared a 
rich programme for the participants 
and a bright show for audiences, 
with special equipment brought 
from Russia, Ukraine and Poland. 
The pageant is expected to be the 
most advanced so far held in Bela-
rus.

A first year student from Gomel’s 
Belarusian State Transport Univer-
sity, Veronika Chachina, 17, will 
represent Belarus at Miss Suprana-
tional.
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Reconstructed late 19th 
century batleika (puppet 
theatre) to be relaunched 
during Day of Written 
Language in Bykhov

The Mogilev Regional Art Mu-
seum (honouring P. V. Maslen-
nikov) has prepared an intensive 
programme to mark the 20th Day 
of Belarusian Written Language: 
celebrated in Bykhov from August 
31st to September 1st. “We’ll tell 
everyone about the Mogilev Region’s 
historical influence, in three stages,” 
explains Svetlana Strogina, Deputy 
Director of the Art Museum. The 
first section of its Exhibition of Artis-
tic Works: Native Land’s History and 
Legacy will include works by painters 
from Bykhov and the surrounding 
region. Visitors to the open air gal-
lery will be able to see lyrical land-
scapes, dedicated to Bykhov’s streets 
and architectural monuments, by 
artists from Belarus, Russia, Ukraine 
and Serbia.

The second section will cover 

artworks depicting images of Msti-
slavl and Shklov, created during in-
ternational outside workshops: Im-
ages of the Motherland in Pictorial 
Art. Works have been selected for 
portraying towns having previously 
hosted the Day of Belarusian Writ-
ten Language. “The pictures capture 
ancient architectural monuments 
dating back to the 16th-19th cen-
tury,” explains Ms. Strogina. “Among 
the sites are Assumption Monastery 
in Pustynki village, St. Onufry Mon-
astery, Alexander Nevsky Church 
and Slobodskaya Church. From the 
Shklov District, we have Victor Al-

shevsky’s Old Key of the Town of Shk-
lov and The Shklov Tower, alongside 
Anatoly Kontsub’s Golden Morning 
in Shklov. I believe that everyone 
visiting the exhibition will discover 
unique places they’d like to later 
visit.”

The late 19th century batleika 
(puppet theatre), in the Bykhov 
District’s village of Bych, is being re-
stored, thanks to Shchodra creative 
group, from the Mogilev Regional 
Art Museum. The spectators will see 
religious scenes, interpreting the Ten 
Commandments from the Old Tes-
tament.

Traditional art forms 
in contemporary style

National Library hosts two 
exhibitions, dedicated to 
1150th anniversary of Slavonic 
written language

The Word artistic exhibition and 
In the Beginning Was the Word book 
exhibition have opened in the coun-
try’s main library. The Word exhibi-
tion, which has already opened in 
the Labyrinth Gallery, is showing us 
how book illustrations have influ-
enced contemporary Belarusian art.

The delicate calligraphy of an-
cient manuscripts, with their pictur-
esque miniatures, has been unique 
to Slavonic culture since ancient 
times and is just as influential today. 
Litart artistic association promotes 
the art of ‘beautiful writing’, headed 
by Prof. Pavel Semchenko, a laureate 
of the Spiritual Revival award. His 
works occupy a worthy place at the 
exhibition, which also features mas-
terpieces by, Li Zuo, from China. 
With famous Belarusian artist Gen-
nady Matsur, the Chinese artist gave 
a master class on calligraphy at the 
opening of the exhibition.

The exhibition showcases de-

signer T-shirts by Belarusian painter 
Vladimir Tsesler, alongside canvases 
by artist Anatoly Kuznetsov and 
textual conceptual works by photog-
rapher Igor Savchenko. Art books, 
created in single editions by painter 
Mikhail Barzdyka, and poet Mikhail 
Bashlakov, are also on display. In 
2004, their joint works were ranked 
among the top hundred books of the 
world at the Frankfurt Book Fair in 
Germany and were awarded a gold 
medal in 2006 at an international 
contest in Belgium.

In the Beginning Was the Word 
is sited on the third floor of the Na-
tional Library of Belarus, displaying 
around 200 books. These show the 
development of written language 
across Slavonic lands, mostly com-
prising editions about the history 
of Cyrillic script and the Slavonic 
saints Cyril and Methodius. Some 
are dedicated to the life and work 
of such Belarusian enlighteners as 
Frantsisk Skorina, Simeon Polotsky, 
Sofia Slutskaya, Kirill Turovsky, Yev-
frosiniya Polotskaya, Symon Budny, 
Vasily Tyapinsky and Ivan Fiodorov.

In the beginning 
was the Word
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Batleika ancient puppetry art form

Participants of international beauty contest Miss Supranational-2013 visit Brest Hero Fortress Memorial


