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By Yulia Sergeeva

Tasha lives in the US, but spends 
2-3 months a year in Belarus, treat-
ing her friends, who hail from vari-
ous countries, to Belarusian cuisine 
on her return.

“I’m a gastronomic ambassador 
for Belarus to the rest of the world,” 
Tasha explains. “I gather people 
from all over the world, to swap an-
ecdotes and taste unusual dishes.”

Twisting paths of Fate
Tasha is a gastronomic an-

thropologist and an advisor to 
the Chefs’ Guild of Belarus, as 
well as being a member of the 
Association of Restaurants and 
Gastronomers of Russia. She 
tells us, “After graduating from 
the Belarusian State Pedagogical 
University, I became involved in 
resocialising convicts and those 
newly released from prison. I’d 
still be working in that sphere 
were it not for my husband hav-
ing been invited to work for 
Google’s California offices four 
and a half years ago. At school, I 
studied German and Polish, rath-
er than English, so I found learn-
ing a real challenge. After some 

thought, I decided to choose a 
hobby that would also help me to 
learn the language. I chose cook-
ing as I’ve always loved cuisine; 
my grandmother and mother 
were great chefs, pampering us 
with various dishes.”

‘It’s impossible to eat the whole 
elephant’

Tasha Lopatenko entered a 
culinary academy in Napa (CA), 
and took classes in Stanford on 
the history of gastronomy and the 
socio-cultural characteristics of 
different countries. Her practical 
knowledge went hand in hand with 
unusual stories and interesting 
theories and she soon began talk-
ing about cooking using profes-
sional jargon. Of course, she was 
soon ready to share her findings 
and began writing articles online: 
for women’s portal Velvet, as well 
as Live Journal and Facebook. Her 
portfolio grew daily and she soon 
received offers of co-operation.

“I was asked to comment and 
write articles but with a wider 
scope than journalism; Belvideo-
centre invited me to act as a con-
sultant on a film about the history 
of Belarusian cuisine. I must say 

that the film is quite good,” Tasha 
smiles. This summer, she worked 
with the Belarusian Radio’s First 
Channel on a series devoted to 
culinary history. She also offered 
advice on organising kitchen 
space, choosing the best products 
in the shops, reading recipes, and 
on preserving methods, on the 
popular For Those at Home radio 
programme.

Working in radio brought Ta-
sha into contact with a Russian 
publishing house, which offered 
to publish her cookbook. Intrigu-
ingly, she tells us, “It will be a col-
lection of my original recipes, that 
I’ve developed over the past four 
years. I’m also working on a book 
in English about Belarusian cui-
sine, including the story of shoot-
ing the Belvideocentre step-by-
step guide to cooking our national 
dishes. According to the rules of 
the contract, I can’t reveal more!”

Chefs — in the Guild!
The Guild of Chefs of Belarus 

appeared two years ago but was 
only officially registered last year. 
“We’ve been able to unite the best 
cooks, not only from the capital but 
from regional centres,” Tasha notes 

confidently. “We want to show that 
our country has real professionals 
and dedicated cooking fans. It’s im-
portant to exchange expertise, es-
pecially now that Belarusian cooks 
are travelling more abroad to learn 

and to participate in competitions.”
Members of the Guild are plan-

ning to create a gastronomic thea-
tre, allowing chefs to cook live be-
fore an audience and share their 
own story.

Special mission —  
an ambassador  
of gastronomy
Anthropologist Tasha Lopatenko writes a book 
about Belarusian cuisine in English

By Yuri Chernyakevich

This year, Kobrin park 
celebrates several milestones: 
265 years since its foundation; 
65 years since registration; 
and 50 years as a monument of 
nature and garden art

Kobrin’s park has changed in the 
past few years, its century old trees 
and gardens being enhanced by new 
flowerbeds, a fountain and ponds, 
an amphitheatre seating 2000, 
sculptures, mosaic paving, a ski and 
roller skating route, and a children’s 
playground and entertainment cen-
tre. The latter hosts discos, New 
Year performances and birthday 
parties, offering youngsters a great 
many activities: from rollerblading 
to finding their way in the multi-
floored maze. Local sponsors have 
donated some of the equipment: 
particularly, Belarusian-Israeli en-
terprise Polesie.

The park is always crowded with 
children and adults promenading and 
enjoying the amusements. You can 
even have your wedding reception in 
the park, dressing up in 19th century 
costume and taking a carriage ride, 
with a coachman. Such ‘historical’ 
weddings are popular in Kobrin, with 
couples often seen driving around 

town in horse-drawn vehicles.
More recently, the park hosted 

a holiday of ice-cream, featuring a 
youth concert entitled Dream City. 
There were festivals of break danc-
ing, hip-hop and rock’n’roll and, as 
park director Irina Korobchuk as-
sures us, more wonderful events are 
planned. 

Hearty 
walks 
with 
historical 
colour

By Yelena Svetlova

Rural church conceals icon 
painted by Jan Krzysztof Damel 
— a well-known artist of the 
19th century

It had been thought that Belarus 
boasted only one painting by Damel: 
an icon of St. Constance, located at 
the National Art Museum, in Minsk. 
Of course, many others exist, held 
by the National Art Museums of 
Lithuania and Poland. However, 
a second painting has now been 
found: St. Joseph and Baby Jesus. 
For two centuries, it lay hidden in 
a church in the village of Vishnevo, 
near Smorgon. Painted by Damel in 
1811, at the request of noble Birgitta 

Sulistrowska, the owner of the town, 
the icon was found in a corner, near 
the altar of St. Thaddeus’ Church, 
darkened and cracked. A local mem-
ber of the congregation unearthed it 
quite by chance.

By Sergey Trofimov

Belarusians to study at 
International Cosmic School

Samara’s State Aerospace Uni-
versity is welcoming representatives 
of Belarusian institutes of higher 
education, alongside those from Ka-
zakhstan, Ukraine, Spain, Germany, 
Columbia and Estonia, notes Igor 
Belokonov, Professor of Samara’s 
State Aerospace University. He ex-
plains, “Such lectures help to form 

a single intercollegiate educational 
space in the sphere of prospective 
space-based processing.” 

For two weeks, students will 
learn about the development of the 
TsSKB-Progress Samara Space and 
Missile Centre, as well as attending 
lectures on engineering and the con-
trol of microsatellites and nanosatel-
lites, and the use of computer tech-
nologies in constructing satellites 
and the engineering of electronic 
systems for space vehicles. 

Space ever nearer

Return of the shrine
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Tasha Lopatenko (on left) during culinary presentation

Kobrin park full of interesting amusements


