
� INSIDE The Minsk Times   Thursday,  August 22, 2013

By Tatiana Pastukhova

Pilot project
The new system uses 

electronic diaries, journals 
and class schedules, ex-
plains Oksana Minich, the 
Head of the Information 
Resource Centre of the Re-
gional Education System, 
Minsk City Institute of Edu-
cation Development. She 
adds, “This is a pilot project, 
the main goal of which is to 
see whether proposed in-
novations are possible, fea-
sible and in demand. When 
we see the results, we’ll talk 
about wider changes to 
the system of education in 
Minsk.”

The new system will use 
the ‘Schools.by’ electronic 
resource, with five major 
categories of user:  director, 
administrator, teacher, pupil 

and parent. Each category 
will have its own rights and 
level of access to site infor-
mation.

How does it work?
Electronic documents 

are very similar to tradition-
al prototypes, so are easy to 
use. Teachers will maintain 
an e-journal of pupils’ marks 
and absences from classes, 
as well as ratings for pupil 
behaviour and remarks, 
and their own teacher com-
ments. The number of ab-
sences of a pupil and their 
marks are calculated per 
term, for viewing by teach-
ers, the director and the 
supervising teacher. Each 
pupil will also have an elec-
tronic diary showing every 
mark awarded by a teacher, 
for viewing by parents alone. 
A summary table of school 

results for every pupil, cov-
ering all marks and absences 
over the term for every sub-
ject, and final marks, will be 
available to teachers, parents 
and pupils.

According to the de-
velopers of the service, the 
system should allow an 
easy overview of how pu-
pils are performing, and of 
the whole class, with data 
comparable through graphs. 
Timetables of classes and 
the schedule of school bells 
can also be displayed.

Although the system 
is being introduced free of 
charge, parents are being re-
quested to contribute a small 
sum to view their child’s di-
ary: Br20-25 thousand for 
30 days. In addition, parents 
may pay to receive SMS-
messages to alert them to 
absences from school.

Promising innovation
The new system is ex-

pected to have many ad-
vantages, allowing parents, 
pupils and teachers to com-
municate in virtual space. A 
teacher can explain a mark 
given or tell parents about 
their child’s behaviour, as 
well as drawing attention to 
complaints and to teachers’ 
encouragement.

“Teachers currently 
have to complete a great 
deal of paperwork, so we 
want to remedy that,” em-
phasises Oksana Minich. 
“The project aims to allow 
teachers to focus on the 
educational process, rather 
than on paperwork. We’ll 
also demonstrate to pupils 
that the Internet (and other 
services) can be used to 
serve education, not only 
for ‘downloading’ games. 

We are seeing a ‘network 
of childhood’, with those 
as young as 3 years know-
ing what the Internet is 
and how to use it. Unfortu-
nately, they don’t know the 
wider possibilities, includ-
ing its potential for educa-
tion.”

Virtual space is be-
coming an integral part of 
modern life, with greater 
application to the educa-
tional process. At present, 
only the private initiatives 
of some teachers are be-
ing used online, such as 
the downloading of edu-
cational materials to a net-
work, scanned assessment 
journals and giving advice. 
Perhaps the introduction 
of E-School will move us 
forward, embracing more 
aspects of this amazing re-
source. 

School marks visible 
immediately online
Eleven secondary schools across Minsk embracing E-school project in 
September, reducing paperwork and allowing parents to see children’s 
progress online and via SMS-messages, as well as missed classes

Presentation 
to suit all 
tastes
Alley of Capitals to appear in 
Bykhov for Day of Belarusian 
Written Language

The 20th Day of Belarusian 
Written Language is to be hosted 
by the district centre on August 
30th and September 1st. “The 
event in Bykhov will gather rep-
resentatives from the previous 
17 host cities, with each delega-
tion planting a tree on the Alley 
of Capitals. Moreover, one whole 
street in Bykhov will be filled with 
attractive pavilions, where del-
egations will present their region, 
with the help of historical and lit-
erature,” notes Anatoly Sinkovets, 
the Head of the Mogilev Regional 
Executive Committee’s Culture 
Department.

The holiday programme will 
be rather intensive, including the 
reopening of railway and bus sta-
tions following repair and recon-
struction. A cinema, local history 
museum, cultural centre, fitness 
facilities, a stadium, schools and 
trade sites are also opening to 
mark the event.

Bykhov Readings are planned, 
as well as a round table involving 
youngsters, historians and poets. 
Museums and librarians will be 
represented, while folk theatres 
give performances and guests 
enjoy screenings as part of the 
project Cinema of My Land.

A sculptural composition is to 
be unveiled in Bykhov’s Oktya-
brskaya Square, dedicated to Be-
larus’ unique Barkulabovskaya 
Chronicle. The sculpture shows 
an ancient book, folded open, 
alongside another symbol of Be-
larusian spirituality — the Barku-
labovskaya Icon of the Mother of 
God.

By Valentina Smirnova

Zamkovaya Church — Minsk’s 
oldest church building — came 
to light only last century

In 1944, during archaeological 
digs in the eastern part of Minsk 
Citadel, archaeologists discovered 
the stone foundations of a small 
church. Amazingly, the site is un-
mentioned by ancient chronicles 
and city acts — most probably be-
cause it was never finished.

Construction began between 
1069 and 1073 and, according to 
famous Belarusian historian and 
archaeologist Eduard Zagorulsky, 

finished no later than 1071-1085. 
Minsk itself was first mentioned in 
the Tale of Bygone Years in 1067, 
so the site is likely to have been the 
first stone church in Minsk. Built in 
the centre of the city, it should have 
become its architectural basis and 
a major sight and would have been 
unique in its construction, being 
unrivalled across Ancient Rus.

The church’s construction be-
gan before Minsk belonged to the 
Polotsk dukes, so its architectural 
features are unconnected with the 
traditions of Polotsk masters in any 
way. The church would have meas-
ured 16 x 12m (triapsidal) and would 

have had four pillars, with walls and 
foundations made from cobble-
stones, covered with lime mortar. Its 
walls were to have been up to 1.5m 

thick and the stone would have been 
lined inside with lime brick tiles.

However, it seems that the 
church walls reached only 1m in 

width, so some problems may have 
arisen. Probably, endless civil dis-
cord halted construction. However, 
that which had been assembled re-
mained intact until the mid-12th 
century, used as a burial site: inves-
tigations unearthed 21 wooden cof-
fins and bodies. By the first half of 
the 13th century, the church foun-
dations had also fallen into ruin, 
and a wooden, paved road had been 
constructed above.

The stone foundations are 
located near the top of Minsk’s 
Pobediteley Avenue, at a depth of 
1.5m: a memorial plaque has been 
installed on the spot.

Lost and newly acquired city church
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On the central square of Bykhov

Once, this place was an ancient church


