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By Yuri Chernyakevich

As soon as I enter Kobrin But-
ter-and-Cheese Plant, I’m told the 
anecdote. I can vouch for the fact 
that people are still prepared to 
queue for a taste of the delicious 
ice-cream, which harks back to 
‘childhood days’ for many.

The secret of Kobrin ice cream’s 
popularity is simple; it’s made from 
whole milk and sweet cream, with 
no preservatives or artificial fla-
vourings — just as in Soviet times. 
The true taste of childhood at the 
Kobrin plant is part of a diverse 
range:  over 150 types of milk, 
cottage cheese, butter and yogurt. 
Cheese making is at the heart of 
the enterprise though, with most 
locally produced cheeses exported.

We all know that dairy exports 
generate huge profits for the coun-
try, with the Russian market show-
ing increased demand. According 
to the National Statistical Commit-
tee, almost $250m of cheese and 
cottage cheese and over $120m of 
butter were supplied to Russia from 
January-April 2013. In addition, 
Belarusian milk accounted for over 
70 percent of all Russian milk im-
ports. Milk is our ‘white gold’.

The Kobrin plant has been li-
aising with Russia for many years, 
their co-operation beginning with 
local cheese makers taking part 
in international exhibitions across 
our neighbouring state’s regions, 
as well as in Moscow. The capital 
is the biggest consumer of Ko-
brin cheeses in Russia, as Director 
Nikolay Misyuk tells us. Trading 
organisations in Russia, Moldova 
and Turkmenistan are buying the 
enterprise’s produce at a steady rate: 

worth almost $25m from January-
July 2013. This year, a new cheese 
making facility has been launched, 
able to produce up to 30 tonnes a 
day, aiming to supply the CIS and 
domestic buyers.

The Kobrin brand is unique and 
so popular that some ‘entrepre-
neurs’ have even been trying to sell 
‘fake’ versions of ‘Cherny Prints’ 
(Black Prince) cheese, resulting in 

a court case to defend the compa-
ny’s rights.

The situation certainly shows 
that Kobrin cheeses are the focus of 
attention and envy — and that buy-
ers should beware pale imitations.

The plant is always thinking 
of how to embrace its success fur-
ther, creating new recipes. In fact, 
half of all its cheeses are individual 
to the enterprise. Last year, hard 

cheese production was launched, 
with produce sold not only in Ko-
brin but in Brest and Minsk.

Unsurprisingly, the Kobrin 
plant boasts many internation-
al contest prizes but its biggest 
achievement speaks for itself: 
popularity with customers. Qual-
ity is at the heart of this success, as 
those who love its ice-cream would 
agree.

Unique Kobrin cheeses: 
emulated but never rivalled
When the local cheese factory brought its ice-cream to the small Polesie 
town of Kobrin for the first time, a queue of children and adults quickly 
formed, keen to try this ‘Soviet-style’ treat

Something 
sweet from 
something 
smooth
By Alexander Tikhomirov

Minsk’s winter courtyards 
to be de-iced using sugar 
manufacturing waste

The National Academy of Scienc-
es is working with Zhilkomplekt en-
terprise, in Minsk, to use the chemi-
cal waste from sugar production as 
a de-icing agent. The move will be 
more environmentally friendly and 
the sugar waste will be less abrasive 
on metal and shoes in those winter 
months. Vladimir Khodartsevich, 
the CEO of the state association 
Minsk City Housing, notes, “We’re 
moving away from using sand and 
salt mixtures, planning to use chem-
ical waste from sugar manufacture 
this year. Sections of Remavtodor’s 
roads and streets will also benefit 
from the innovation.”

Investments 
will boost 
modernisation
By Tatiana Ivanyuk

State package of shares in 
Belgips JSC (99.5 percent) to be 
sold to Russian Volma

“The sale of the package of 
shares has been discussed by the 
Government, with the approval of 
the Belarusian Presidential Admin-
istration,” noted Belarus’ Architec-
ture and Construction Minister, 
Anatoly Nichkasov, at a recent press 
conference.

According to the Minister, state 
shares will be soon handed over to 
the Russian partner, once the in-
vestment contract is ready. “We 
should be able to sign the relevant 
agreements in the third quarter of 
this year,” he notes, explaining that 
investments will be primarily spent 
on modernising existing production 
facilities, including reducing energy 
consumption.

According to the Minister, the 
value of the state-owned shares in 
Belgips JDC exceeds $5m.

Riga or 
Ventspils
Belarusian Oil Company plans 
to purchase terminal in port of 
Riga or Ventspils, or to build 
own

Andrey Markushev, Chairman 
of the Board of TransBaltic Oil 
wholesale firm, which was estab-
lished by the Belarusian Oil Com-
pany in Latvia, has told Business & 
Baltic newspaper that the enterprise 
currently works with 5–7 terminals 
but needs an oil product depot for 
selling in Latvia and elsewhere in 
the Baltic States. The decision as to 
whether to build or purchase will be 
made later this year.

Riga is the nearest port to the 
Naftan Oil Refinery of Novopolotsk, 
already accepting ТransBaltic Oil 
exports. Ventspils has the capacity 
to moor heavier ships, so boasts dif-
ferent advantages. 

Free advice 
in financial 
matters 
About 6,000 people address 
National Bank Contact Centre 
within first six months

Most of those who phoned the 
helpline were keen learn about the 
bank’s structure, addresses and visit-
ing hours, as well as how to make cur-
rency transactions: purchase and sale. 
Questions were also asked about rela-
tions between the bank and its clients, 
how to open an account, guarantee 
conditions for the return of deposits, 
privileged loans, credit procedures 
and changes of terms.

Those who made complaints men-
tioned banks giving loans to those un-
able to repay them or having refused 
to give a loan because of a bad credit 
history (gained during devaluation). 
Many complaints were due to the fact 
that clients cannot always buy rarer 
currencies — such as Tenge and Boli-
var — or coins from foreign countries, 
such as Litas and Lat.

By Svetlana Andreeva

Under certain 
conditions, banks will 
be obliged to inform 
the tax authorities 
about citizens’ loans 
and deposit contracts

Amendments are be-
ing made to the Tax Code, 
which will affect only those 
specifically targeted by the 
tax authorities. Those af-
fected will be asked to sub-
mit a declaration of income 
and property, while declaring the 
source of funds used to purchase a 
property (such as a bank loan), as 
well as their level of savings and in-
terest earned on those deposits.

Belarusian banks do not openly 
provide information about borrow-
ers or savers at present, since Ar-

ticle 121 of the Banking Code de-
notes that financial institutions are 
only obliged to provide such infor-
mation to: the courts; public pros-
ecutors or their deputies (with the 
approval of bodies of enquiry and 
preliminary investigation); the Fi-
nancial Monitoring Department of 

the State Control Commit-
tee; notaries; the National 
Bank; and an organisation 
which exercises guaranteed 
indemnification of bank 
deposits.

Russia is bringing in a 
similar amendment from 
1st July next year, obliging 
banks to report informa-
tion to the tax authorities 
on the opening and closing 
of accounts by individuals. 
The tax authorities will, on 
demand, be able to learn 

about citizens’ deposit accounts, 
receiving statements. Access will 
only be possible where there is a 
confirmed request from the head 
of the regional department of the 
Federal Tax Service, and provided 
that the person targeted by the tax 
authorities is being inspected.

Money to be deposited in 
transparent bank account

Kobrin Butter and Cheese Making Factory production line

Loans gaining more transparency


