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Amazon has begun selling 
works by artists such as Andy 
Warhol and Salvador Dali in an 
online marketplace

Amazon Art is showcasing 
more than 40,000 works from 
more than 150 galleries in the 
USA. Works range from a $44 
(£29) cat portrait to Norman 
Rockwell’s Willie Gillis: Package 
from Home, being offered for sale 
at $4.85m (£3.12m). Peter Faircy 
of Amazon Marketplace said the 
group was ‘excited’ about the 
company’s latest venture. “We’re 
thrilled to bring the excitement 
and emotional connection of art 
to our customers,” he added. “Am-
azon Art gives galleries a way to 
bring their passion and expertise 
about the artists they represent to 
our millions of customers.”

Customers will have access to 
original and limited-edition art 
from US galleries including Pad-
dle8 in New York, Holden Luntz 
in Miami, McLoughlin Gallery in 
San Francisco and Catherine Per-
son Gallery in Seattle. Featured 
artists on the site include Warhol, 
Dali, Marc Chagall and Damien 
Hirst. Luntz said Amazon Art 
would help to add to his Florida 
gallery’s existing customer base. 

“We operate a wonderful fine art 
gallery, yet realise that the mod-
els for dealing in contemporary 
arts have evolved in this digital 
age,” he said.

Consumers can search the 
virtual site by subject, medium 
— a category that includes draw-
ing, mixed media and prints 
— and artistic style. Amazon 
said that it provides customers 
with ‘high quality’ images and 
‘detailed information’ about each 
artwork. There are currently 503 
works available for less than $99 
(£64) and 2,517 works valued at 
$10,000 (£6,500), though most of 

the works are priced somewhere 
in between. Amazon started out 
as an online bookseller 19 years 
ago and now sells a host of goods, 
from toiletries to garden furni-
ture. It teamed up with Sotheby’s 
in 1999 when it bought a £28m 
stake in the international art 
auction house. But their jointly 
operated site was short-lived, 
closing the following year. Ama-
zon Art will compete with such 
established retailers as Artsy and 
Artnet, capitalising on a mar-
ket where increasing numbers 
of people are buying works they 
have only seen online.

Some undergraduates 
will pay up to £35,000 a 
year — against a maximum 
of £9,000 paid by UK and 
EU students. Researchers 
for The Complete Univer-
sity Guide asked 110 uni-
versities across the UK how 
much they plan to charge 
in tuition fees in 2013-
2014. The National Union 
of Students said interna-
tional students should not 
be treated as ‘cash cows’.

The maximum fees 
payable by UK and EU 
students at universities in 
England and Wales trebled 
last year to a maximum of 
£9,000. More than half of 

institutions now charge the 
maximum fees though fees 
start in some universities 
at £6,000. Scottish and EU 
undergraduates at Scottish 
Universities will pay least, 
with fees of £1,820 a year.

However, the new fig-
ures in a survey of tuition 
fees by the guide reveal a 
far broader range of fees 
for non-EU students. Un-
dergraduate fees charged 
to international students in 
2013-2014 start at £7,450 
for lecture based courses 
and rise to £35,000 for un-
dergraduate medical de-
grees. International medical 
students at King’s College 

London will be looking at 
fees of £35,000 and at UCL 
£33,750. International clin-
ical fees at medical schools 
in Sheffield, Southampton, 
Glasgow, Manchester, Not-
tingham, Bristol and Cam-
bridge are all more than 
£30,000. There is an equal-
ly large discrepancy in fees 
for taught postgraduate 
courses.

Fees range from £2,000 
to £27,500 a year for home 
and EU students but post-
graduate students from 
outside the EU will pay fees 
ranging from £7,900 to the 
£38,500 charged to post-
graduate medical students 

at Queen Mary University 
London. The highest prices 
are paid by business stu-
dents at the University of 
Oxford — which charges 
£41,000 for an MBA to 
both home and interna-
tional students. Daniel Ste-
vens of the NUS said, “It 
is scandalous that non-EU 
students are charged fees 
that can be thousands of 

pounds higher than those 
for other students. Inter-
national students are an 
important part of the so-
cial, cultural and academic 
make-up of university life 
and should not be treated 
simply as cash cows. On 
top of this many have no 
idea what their fees will 
be from year to year and 
are sometimes forced to 

pay for huge unexpected 
increases in order to con-
tinue a course they’ve al-
ready started. Universities 
that truly value their inter-
national students should 
be clear about the real cost 
of their courses allowing 
them to budget properly 
and start a course knowing 
they will be able to afford 
to finish it.”

Growth in Chinese exports 
and imports rose more than 
expected in July, a sharp 
recovery from the previous 
month

Chinese exports rose 5.1 percent 
compared with a year earlier while 
imports gained 10.9 percent. The 
rises were large swings from June’s 
data, which showed exports had 
fallen 3.1 percent and imports had 
dropped 0.7 percent. Last month, 
the government reiterated its 7.5 
percent economic growth target for 
this year, after expansion slowed in 
the second quarter.

Analysts said the results were 
surprisingly good, but warned 
against being too optimistic. “July 
seems to reflect a return to a ‘normal’, 
relatively uninspiring trend after a 
weak June, rather than the begin-
ning of an acceleration in growth,” 
said Alaistair Chan from Moody’s 
Analytics in a report. “While the 
worst seems to be over, the upturn 
will be relatively flat.”

China has seen its manufactur-
ing and exports sector slow in the 
wake of the global financial cri-
sis that has sapped demand for its 
products.

International 
students to 
pay premium 
at British 
universities
Students from outside the EU will pay up to 
four times the fees charged to UK students 
next year, suggests a survey

Amazon to sell Warhol 
and Dali in online venture The number of people out of 

work in Portugal was down 
for the first time in two years 
between April and June

The jobless rate fell to 16.4 per-
cent from a record high 17.7 percent 
in the first quarter. The National Sta-
tistics Institute credited an improve-
ment in underlying factors as well 
as a seasonal pick-up from tourism 
related summer jobs. That, and oth-
er tentative signs that the country’s 
long recession is easing, were wel-
come news for the Lisbon govern-
ment, which has just survived a po-

litical crisis over austerity measures.
“The numbers show an improve-

ment in the underlying health of the 
labour market,” said Filipe Garcia, 
head of Informacao de Mercados 
Financeiros consultants in Porto. 
“The big risk is 2014, with its budget 
and the expected reform of the state 
which even the Bank of Portugal 
says could have a recessive effect.” 
Any hopes that the jobless rate may 
have peaked look premature.

Unemployment remains higher 
than a year ago, when it was 15 per-
cent.

Portugal’s jobless total fall 
for first time in two years

Chinese exports and imports 
increase more than expectedWorks by US artist Andy Warhol are among those featured

International students at prestigious UK universities pay the highest fees


