
9CULTURE The Minsk Times   Thursday,  January 24, 2013

Big screen 
in demand
By Nadezhda Radionova

The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn is 2012 blockbuster at 
Minsk cinema

160,000 people bought tickets 
for the fi nal part of the love story 
between a vampire and beautiful 
Bella. In second place was Ice Age 
4: Th e Continental Drift , earning 
around Br2.8bn. Th e top grossing 
fi lms of 2012 included Th e Hob-
bit: An Unexpected Journey, Mada-
gaskar-3, Th e Avengers, Skyfall, 
Men in Black 3, Prometheus, Sher-
lock Holmes: A Game of Shadows 
and New Spider-Man.

In total, 163 fi lms were 
screened last year (360 if the Lista-
pad Film Festival is included and 
days of foreign cinema). European 
fi lms gave 129 premieres, joined 
by 42 Russian and 106 American 
fi lms, in addition to 79 from Asian 
and Latin American countries and 
7 from Belarus. Over 5m tickets 
were sold for Minsk screenings 
— slightly more than in 2011.

“Annually, Minsk cinema audi-
ences rise by about 160,000. Th e 
greatest growth (600,000 tickets) 
was seen in 2011. Th is year, we’ll 
try to surprise Minskers with new 
premieres and projects,” notes Vas-
ily Koktysh, Director General of 
Minsk’s Kinovideoprokat.

Modern 
cell phone 
cameras do 
the job
By Lyudmila Minakova

MobilaArt Mobile Cinema 
Contest launched in Belarus

The unusual festival, inspired 
by the Belarusian Republican 
Youth Union, is sending out a 
call to all those under the age of 
31 to ‘shoot a film with your mo-
bile phone and become famous’. 
No professional video cameras or 
special direction education are re-
quired — just a mobile phone with 
a video camera function.

The subject matter of entries is 
left wide open, allowing entrants 
to draw on reality or use their 
imagination. There are six nomi-
nations in all: “People and Our 
World’ — looking at the diversity 
of our environment and those who 
inhabit it; ‘Prodigies of Nature’ 
— dedicated to curious natural 
phenomena; ‘Miracle Animals’ ex-
ploring the unusual behaviour of 
animals; ‘Funny Moments’; ‘Acute 
Reports’ — devoted to topical 
events; and ‘Mobile Ideas’ — invit-
ing thoughts on innovation in any 
area, from music or mathematics 
to physics or IT.

Entrants are also required to 
explore our human values: love, 
friendship, honesty, nobility or 
kindness.

Entries may be submitted in 
several nominations, comprising up 
to fi ve fi lms, with submissions re-
ceived by February 1st at the latest. 
Th e best fi lms will become available 
online via YouTube, with the results 
given at the festival in Minsk.

By Polina Yevmenova

Th e 2013 ball gathered a record 
number of guests: over a thousand 
to celebrate the Old New Year. As the 
theatre’s General Director, Vladimir 
Gridyushko, tells us, “Most tickets 
were sold by October, as our event 
was so kindly spoken of.”

Th is year’s event enjoyed a diverse 
programme, every minute fi lled with 
fun: formal dancing was followed by 
Broadway hits and operettas. “We’re 
always searching for new entertain-
ments so that our guests can feel 
themselves transported in time. 
Th ey have modern comforts and 
conveniences alongside historical 

amusements,” explains staging direc-
tor Galina Galkovskaya.

In 2012, the theme was a 15th 
century knights’ tournament but, 
this year, the atmosphere was that 
of the elegant 19th century. Russian 
polonaises and Viennese waltzes 
were danced, with lessons off ered to 
those who bought tickets well in ad-
vance. “For the past two months, 350 
people have been having lessons,” 
smiles Mr. Gridyushko. Th e Khoro-
shki Folk Dance Company provided 
a dazzling display also.

Lobbies were used to host the 
various styles of dancing — Russian 
and Viennese — while each fl oor 
off ered its own entertainment — a 

custom introduced last year. Mean-
while, two performances were given 
on the main stage.

Among the amusements enjoyed 
by guests were palm reading and a 
concert programme, a ‘Poetry Salon’ 
peopled by ‘famous poets and their 
ladies’ and an Eastern fairy-tales 
room where guests became Aladdin 
and Scheherazade. 

Th e bravest took part in making 
a fi lm of the ball, which shows frag-
ments of the party and the unveiling 
of guests as fairy-tale characters. Ms. 
Galkovskaya tells us, “Fairy-tales are 
wise and optimistic, since good al-
ways defeats evil. I think we may feel 
the lack of fairy-tales in our modern 

times.” A quiz also off ered a prize to 
whoever best remembered stories 
from their childhood: ‘Best Fairy-
tale Expert at the Ball’. 

Th e theme of miracles was the 
focus of the festive night and the 
main gala-concert was even magi-
cally entitled ‘Cinderella New’. Vari-
ations based on Yevgeny Shvarts’ 
script — in old fi lm style — were a 
pleasant surprise for the theatre’s 
staff  and guests.

Awards were given for ‘Best New-
comers to the Ball’, ‘Th e Most Ro-
mantic Couple’, ‘Th e Merriest Cou-
ple’ and ‘Best Carnival Costume’. Th e 
fourth main New Year Ball ended in 
the small hours of the morning.

Age of romanticism 
reigns at New Year Ball
National Academic Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre hosts main 
New Year Ball, with black tie dress code for each guest

Traditional Zaslavl-
2013 forum opens new 
season of concerts 
countrywide

Th is year’s festival was 
dedicated to the 100th an-
niversary of Anatoly Boga-
tyrev — the founder of the 
Belarusian school of com-
position. He successfully 
combined creative and edu-
cational activities, teaching 
People’s Artists of the USSR 
and Belarus and Honoured 
People of Art of the Re-
public. He boasted great 
erudition and knowledge 

of theoretical and practical 
composition of symphonic 
and choral works.

Th e National Academic 
Concert Orchestra of Be-
larus, headed by Maestro 
Mikhail Finberg, prepared 
special programmes of 

Bogatyrev’s works, as well 
as those by his contem-
poraries and followers. A 
student contest also de-
lighted music fans, while 
exhibitions were opened 
and creative meetings were 
conducted.

St. Petersburg Ballet 
Theatre (named after 
Leonid Yakobson) 
performing at 
Belarusian National 
Academic Bolshoi 
Opera and Ballet 
Theatre in late January

Th ree wonderful per-
formances are planned: 
choreographic miniatures, 
Rodin, and the one-act bal-
let Th e Bedbug are sched-
uled for the fi rst night. Th e 
classical ballet Swan Lake, 
by Piotr Tchaikovsky, is to 
delight audiences for the 
next evenings.

Th e St. Petersburg 
Th eatre hopes that its tour 

dates in Minsk will initi-
ate long-term co-operation 
with the Bolshoi Opera and 
Ballet Th eatre. In future, 
Belarusian ballet fans will 
have the opportunity to see 
more such productions.

Th e unique Ballet Th e-
atre was founded 42 years 
ago (named aft er outstand-
ing 20th century choreog-
rapher Leonid Yakobson). 
It became the fi rst Russian 
Ballet Th eatre, separate 
from the opera company, 
with a repertoire spanning 
classical works and mod-
ern pieces, severity and 
expression, tradition and 
novelty.

St. Petersburg 
Ballet Theatre sees 
good prospects

Classical 
musical 
festival in 
Zaslavl

New Year Ball on the night of the Old New Year at the National Academic Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre

Participants of Zaslavl-2013 Festival
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