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Jogging 
between 
the two 
countries
International Friendship 
marathon from Grodno 
to Druskininkai was held 
on 28th July

A marathon ran between 
the two border cities of Bela-
rus and Lithuania for the third 
time, having gathered over 150 
running amateurs from Bela-
rus, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, 
Russia, Ukraine and the USA:  
39 women and 116 men. Smor-
gon’s Anna Strashkevich is a few 
years younger. The most senior 
male runner was from Vilnius: 
Pyotr Silkin, who will turn 72 
a week after the marathon. The 
youngest was Stanislav Petrik 
from Bobruisk, aged 18. 

Tsmoki-
Minsk 
reinforced 
by Branko 
Mirkovic
Belarus’ basketball 
champion strengthens 
line-up with another 
legionary

The Serbian guard with a 
Bulgarian passport, Branko 
Mirkovic, has signed a con-
tract with Belarusian club 
Tsmoki-Minsk. Previously, the 
basketballer has played for Ser-
bian Smederevo, Macedonian 
Pelister, Bulgarian Academik 
and Bosnian Igokea.

The last two seasons, 
Mirkovic defended the col-
ours of Bulgarian Rilski Spor-
tist, playing 15 matches over 
2012-13 for the club in the 
Balkan League, and 37 as part 
of the national championship. 
Branko’s squad reached the 
semi-finals in both tourna-
ments.

By Igor Leshin

European Handball 
Federation Office in 
Vienna hosts EHF Cup 
draw

Among the men’s teams, 
Belarusian championship 
bronze holder HC Meshkov 
Brest will twice face Maccabi 
Rishon-Lezion (Israel) in the 
first round: in Brest (Septem-
ber 7th or 8th) and in Israel 
(September 14th or 15th). 
The winning team will play 
Russia’s Permskie Medvedi in 

the second round.
Minsk’s SKA, Belarusian 

championship silver medal-
list and the winner of last 
year’s Challenge Cup, starts 
in the second round, against 
Norwegian Arendal. On Oc-
tober 12th or 13th, Minsk will 
host the match and, on Octo-
ber 19th or 20th, the teams 
will meet in Norway.

Belarusian champion Dy-
namo Minsk will perform in 
the qualification round of the 
Champions’ League — fac-
ing Greek АЕК, Slovakian 

Tatran and Turkish Besiktas. 
If it fails to succeed, it will be 
sent through to the EHF Cup 
second round, playing against 
Swiss Winterthur.

Three Belarusian teams 
are to take part in women’s 
continental tournaments. At 
the beginning of the Chal-
lenge Cup, Minsk’s Victoria-
Regia will play against Greek 
PAOK (November 23rd in 
Minsk and November 30th 
away). National champion-
ship silver medallist Gorod-
nichanka, from Grodno, will 
perform in the qualification 
round of the Cup of the Cups, 
facing Israel’s Holon on Octo-
ber 5th-6th and October 12th-
13th. The winner shall then 
meet Hungarian Veszprem 
in the 1/16 finals (Novem-
ber 9th-10th and 16th-17th). 
Minsk’s BNTU-BelAZ begins 
the qualification round of the 
women’s Champion’s League 
by opposing German Leip-
zig and Norway’s Byasen and 
Tertnes.

At high 
speed
Sergey Popok of Belarus 
wins three cycle races 
within a week and takes 
third place in two more 
events

In early July, Sergey Popok 
won the Hungarian GP Mis-
colc (second category) and 
came third in the GP Budapest 
the next day. As a member of 
the Belarusian national squad, 
Popok then took part in the 
multi-day Polish Dookola Ma-
zowsza race, with its six stages. 
He came third during the first 
stage while winning the second 
and third stages.

This year, Sergey claimed 
silver at the Belarusian Cham-
pionship and has been cycling 
for his Italian team in the 
Hoopla event in recent years. 
He is also a member of the Be-
larusian national team.

By Kirill Pirogov

Organisers of IIHF 
World Championship 
plan to receive around 
3,000 applications 
from volunteers by 
October

Applications from 
volunteers began to roll 
in back in March, with 
around 850 received since 
then. Most of those willing 
to help at the 2014 IIHF 
World Championship are 
female students wishing to 
practice their foreign lan-
guage skills.

Volunteers will assist 
tourists in checking into 
hotels and in calling taxis, 
as well as accompanying 
delegations and working in 
information centres.

The organising com-
mittee of the 2014 IIHF 
World Championship has 
been receiving applica-
tions from volunteers, as 
has the website of the Be-
larusian Republican Youth 

Union. Since early March, 
150 people have applied 
through the Internet site.

To become a volunteer, 
letters can be sent to the 
Directorate for the 2014 
IIHF World Champion-
ship, notes Maxim Koshka-
lda, who is in charge of the 
volunteer workforce. He 
tells us, “Within a month 
of the website opening, we 
received about 700 appli-
cations.” He is convinced 
that, by the deadline of 
September 30th, around 
3-4 thousand applications 
will have been received, al-
lowing them to choose the 
necessary 1,050 people.

By Yegor Glebov

BATE
Surprisingly, BATE has 

failed to reach the third quali-
fying round of the Champions 
League, twice losing to Kaza-
khstan’s champion, Shakhter Ka-
ragandy, with a minimum score 
(0:1). BATE’s current perform-
ance in European tournaments 
is the worst in the last decade.

Throughout the return 
game, the Borisov team went 
on the attack, yet failed to send 
balls into the net accurately. Sha-
khter’s goalkeeper, Alexander 
Mokin, saved various attempts, 
including a penalty kick in the 
68th minute; BATE’s Sergey 
Krivets aimed for the centre of 
the net and was deflected.

Afterwards, the Borisov 
players renewed their attack, 
leaving their defence weak; in 
the 82nd minute of the game, 
Shakhter’s Belarusian legionary, 
Igor Zenkovich, took advantage 
of BATE goalkeeper Andrey 
Gorbuniv’s mistake to score. 
By the final whistle, the result 
remained at 0:1, knocking out 
Belarus’ nine-time champion in 
the first round: a humiliating re-
sult after many years of success.

Shakhtyor
BATE’s closest Belarusian 

Championship rival, Soligorsk 

Shakhtyor, has been knocked 
out by the Moldovan Cham-
pionship’s fourth ranked team 
after its two matches. The re-
turn game against Milsami, in 
Moldovan Orgeev, like that of 
the previous week, in Soligorsk, 
ended in a draw of 1:1. Milsa-
mi’s Brazilian legionary, Guil-
herme de Paula, scored in the 
6th minute, while Belarusian 
half-back Nikolay Kashevsky 
restored the balance in the 
30th minute. Extra time failed 
to produce an outright victor, 
so the match went to penalties, 
with the Moldovan club prov-
ing more skilful, leaving a dis-
appointing result of 4:2 for the 
Belarusian squad.

Minsk
Minsk FC was the first Be-

larusian club to reach the third 
round of the Europa League, 
after beating Valletta (2:0) at 
home (after drawing 1:1 in Val-
letta).

Both goals were scored in 
the middle of the match, early 
in the second half. Roman 
Vasilyuk scored in the 53rd 
minute, while Vitaly Kibuk 
outplayed Pietro Marino in the 
60th minute. Both helped each 
other in setting up the goals.

In the next round, Minsk 
will face either St. Johnstone 
(Scotland) or Rosenborg 
(Norway), depending on who 
claims victory.

Dinamo
Dinamo Minsk created 

a mFC Dinamo Minsk has 
also pleased fans, defeating 
Croatian Lokomotiva (Za-
greb) in their return match in 
the second round of the Eu-
ropa League.

Dinamo has managed the 
‘almost impossible’ in scoring 
the two goals needed to reach 
the third round, rallying from 
their first game, which fin-
ished 2:1 in Croatia’s favour. 
Minsk’s Serbian legionary, 
Lazar Veselinovic, opened the 
score at Maksimir Stadium, 
in Zagreb, near the end of the 
first half, in the 41st minute. 
Uruguayan Hernán Figuere-

do, also playing for the Minsk 
squad, then followed on his 
heels with a goal sent from be-
yond the limits of the penalty 
area, in the 59th minute.

Croatia’s Petar Mišić 
scored in the 68th minute, as 
did Mario Šitum in the 72nd, 
equalising the score. Howev-
er, in the 82nd minute, Lazar 
Veselinovic scored his second 
goal, bringing the result to 3:2 
in Minsk’s favour. Over all, the 
two matches have produced a 
result of 4:4; however, because 
of the greater number of goals 
scored ‘away’, Dinamo Minsk 
has entered the third quali-
fying round of the Europa 
League.

Only two 
Belarusian 
clubs reach 
next round 
of European 
tournaments

Two results out of four

Handball players learn 
identity of court rivals

Applications 
number 850
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Minsk SKA head coach with Challenge Cup

Dinamo footballers play a blinder, delighting fans


