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New specialities are al-
ways being added, to reflect 
the needs of our modern 
world, as BSU Rector Sergei 
Ablameiko explains:

We always investigate the 
market before launching new 
specialities and close those no 
longer being applied for; this 
year is no exception. We apply 
the relevant ministries to learn 
the demand for new speciali-
ties over a five year period and 
don’t launch new courses with-
out confirmation.

None of our graduates re-
main unclaimed, with 98 per-
cent of state-funded students 
being allocated state jobs on 
graduation. Only a very small 
number have to look for their 
first job themselves. Our pro-
grammers, mathematicians 
and lawyers are in huge de-
mand. Those who are fee-pay-
ing generally find employment 
within a year of graduating, 
making use of their speciality. 
We try to follow their progress 
each year.

We’re all keen to hear that 
our Belarusian university 
graduates find employment 
in their homeland but glo-
balisation is a driving force, 
taking Belarusian specialists 
far and wide. In which coun-
tries is the diploma of BSU 

recognised?
BSU graduates work al-

most everywhere around the 
globe, especially our mathema-
ticians and programmers. Our 
chemists and physicists are 
also in significant demand. It’s 
more difficult for lawyers and 
literary graduates, since these 
are more ‘national focused’ 
specialties, but much depends 
on the person. Some are suc-
cessful while others are not. In 
fact, after 4-6 years, experience 
becomes more important. I’d 
say that it’s better to find em-
ployment in Belarus.

The BSU leads in Belarus 
for its number of foreign stu-
dents. Why is this so?

Our high quality of educa-
tion attracts them. Currently, 
2,300 foreigners are studying 
with us, paying more than at 
any other Belarusian higher 
education institution. This 
doesn’t deter anyone and, in 
fact, more apply every year. 

They all comment on the high 
quality of our BSU diplomas. 
Of course, foreigners can see 
that our university is rising in 
world educational rankings, 
which counts for a great deal. 
Spanish ‘Webometrics’ places 
us among the top five univer-
sities in the CIS, behind three 
Russian and one Ukrainian 
university. 

Russia’s top universities are 
in Moscow and St. Petersburg, 
with nine federal universities 
also highly ranked. These are 
powerful, well-financed institu-
tions, so it indicates something 
that we are in the top five. In 
recent years, we’ve risen above 
universities in the Baltics; the 
BSU is in the upper 2 percent 
worldwide. 

You clearly employ highly 
experienced academic staff. 
Of course, online lectures by 
leading teachers and experts 
are quite popular these days. 
Does the BSU participate?

We have such experience 
and give lectures for our re-
gional offices. However, it’s 
problematic to do this on a 
permanent basis, since it re-
quires much organisation and 
it’s costly to record a course of 
video-lectures. Nevertheless, 
we have positive experience of 
doing so and there are no tech-
nical obstacles. It’s a lot of work 
to prepare a course of lectures, 
then record and process them, 
yet a number of teachers have 
already begun to do so.  

As far as I know, BSU 
gives special attention to the 
space theme.

Last year, we opened the 
Aerospace Education Centre; 
students interested in space 
will have much to do there.

In early June, the BSU held 
Belarus’ first radio communica-
tion session with Russian crew 
members on the International 
Space Station: Pavel Vinogra-
dov and Fiodor Yurchikhin. So, 

the space theme is alive and is 
being developed in various av-
enues. We are negotiating with 
Russia’s Roscosmos to help us 
create us a satellite. It needs de-
velopment, testing and launch-
ing. We can build it but testing 
needs the involvement of the 
Russians. Negotiations are be-
ing conducted.

What does the future 
hold for BSU?

In short, the Belarusian 
State University should be one 
of the best in the world. Not so 
long ago, it celebrated its 90th 
anniversary; in 8 years, we‘ll 
celebrate our centennial. To be 
named as one of the best, in a 
world of more than 30,000 uni-
versities, would be a great gift. 
We’re already in the top 600 (up 
from 2000th). We are progress-
ing, which is vital and pleasing. 
Our plans are real: repair the 
main building, construct a new 
building and hostels, and make 
progress in science.

No graduate unclaimed
The Belarusian 
State University has 
been and remains 
a national leader in 
higher education, 
attracting the best 
students annually. 
With those applying 
for full-time 
education remaining 
steady in number 
over the last four 
years, the university 
has opened its doors 
to over 2,000 state-
funded young people 
this year and plans 
to accept the same 
number as fee-paying

Bowling 
with tyres
By Tatiana Kondratieva

Major car festival takes 
place in Grodno

The 4th SUNday Festival 
saw guests from Poland and 
Lithuania among the great 
many Belarusians. Thanks 
to interesting cars and a rich 
show-programme, more than 
15,000 people visited the fes-
tival, not only enjoying the 
car exhibition but contests of 
cross-country driving, bowl-
ing with tyres and eating of 
hamburgers. An SPL auto-
sound championship also 
took place.

The best 
defeat the 
best
Belarusian schoolboys 
win three silver and 
two bronze medals at 
international physical 
competition

The prestigious interna-
tional competition was host-
ed by Denmark in mid-July. 
Silver medals went to Ivan 
Mitkovets, of the Belarusian 
State University’s Lyceum, Al-
exander Goncharuk, of Grod-
no gymnasium #3, and Max-
im Litskevich, of Kamenets 
secondary school #2. Mean-
while, Alexey Duduk, of the 
Belarusian State University’s 
Lyceum, and James Akvukh, 
of Polotsk gymnasium #1 
(named after Frantsisk Sko-
rina) won bronze medals.

The Belarusian national 
team comprised winners of 
Republican competitions, 
held across three stages, to 
ensure the best were chosen.

The Belarusian Embassy to France is 
currently preparing an exposition jointly 
with the Sports and Tourism Ministry, 
the National Tourism Agency and the 
administrations of Nesvizh Palace and 
Mir Castle. The organisers hope that the 
country’s national pavilion will help us 
find potential investors among French 
tourist operators, to support organised 
tours to Belarus. “Our country is eager to 
encourage this,” notes the Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Be-
larus to France, H.E. Mr. Pavel Latushko.

France is a world tourism leader, 
welcoming over 84 million tourists to 

Paris alone in 2012. Mr. Latushko ad-
mits that it’s a situation Belarus ‘can only 
dream about’ but he believes that ‘we 
should dare to dream and work to make 
this dream come true’.

According to the Embassy, the 
number of tourists coming from France 
to Belarus rose by 25 percent last year. 
“However, they numbered only hun-
dreds: a very small volume,” added the 
diplomat. He is confident that the Days 
of Belarusian Culture will contribute 
to promoting Belarus as a tourist des-
tination. Organised by the Embassy 
and touring 25 cities across France, the 

event will feature the National Academic 
Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre of Be-
larus and will promote a wide range of 
tourist opportunities.

The French are likely to be inter-
ested in Belarusian sites relating to the 
great Napoleon but some sensitivity is 
required, since ‘Berezina’ still conjures 
negative memories for the French, be-

ing the site of a disastrous defeat during 
the great Napoleonic War. The Berezina 
River is located near Borisov and other 
battle sites associated with Napoleon and 
the War of 1812 are nearby. The Napo-
leonic Historical Society, which unites 50 
cities and towns across Russia, Austria, 
France and elsewhere, aims to help en-
courage French tourists to Belarus.

Historical memories 
and recognition
Belarus’ national pavilion on show at 
tourist exhibition in Paris for first time

Award 
bestowed 
on the best
Belarusian scientist 
awarded by 
International Society of 
Electrochemistry

The prestigious Inter-
national Society of Electro-
chemistry (ISE) award recog-
nises the work of Belarusian 
scientist Alexander Bondar-
enko: a 2002 graduate of the 
Chemistry Department of the 
Belarusian State University.

The ISE unites over 2,000 
scientists from 60 countries, 
releasing nine top-ranked sci-
entific journals.

Alexander Bondarenko 
received his first international 
award from the Elsevier Pub-
lishing House for his publica-
tion in Electrochimica Acta, 
the official journal of the In-
ternational Society of Electro-
chemistry, in 2006. He is cur-
rently leading a young team at 
the Centre for Electrochemi-
cal Sciences, Ruhr-University 
Bochum (Germany).
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Recreation-2013 tourist exhibition in Minsk

Foreign students at Belarusian State University receive well-deserved final diplomas


