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The capital of China has 
warmly and hospitably re-
ceived a distinguished guest, 
with a great crowd gathering to 
meet the President of Belarus 
on arrival. As his cortege left 
the Great Hall of the People, in 
Beijing, many filmed the pro-
cession on their mobile phones, 
and smiled in welcome. Clear-
ly, friendly relations between 
our countries exist not only at 
high levels; ordinary Chinese 
citizens view Belarusians as 
friends.

President Lukashenko was 
visiting the People’s Repub-
lic of China for the seventh 
time, having made his first 
official trip in 1995. The cur-
rent President of the People’s 
Republic of China, Xi Jinping, 
visited Belarus in March 2010, 
as the Chinese Vice President. 
Meanwhile, the previous head 
of China, Hu Jintao, came to us 
in 2000. Interstate dialogue has 
a rich history and continues to 
develop rapidly.

Mr. Lukashenko stressed 
that no problems exist relat-
ing to our trade, investment 
or politics, adding that Belarus 
has always supported the initia-
tives of the People’s Republic of 
China within international or-
ganisations. “We once dreamt 
of a sales turnover of $500m 
between our two states; now, 
we’ve reached about $3bn. It’s 
huge progress. China gives as 
good as it gets and has never 
failed to support Belarus. Some 
criticised China and Belarus 
for violating human rights but 
all have fallen silent after re-
cent publications detailing how 
the West has behaved in this 
sphere. China and Belarus have 
suffered accusations but have 
stood firm together,” notes the 
President of Belarus.

The Head of Belarus is 
delighted to see our countries 
closely co-operating in the 
spheres of space, military-tech-
nical equipment and humani-
tarianism, commenting, “No 
major problems exist in any 
of these fields, allowing us to 
move towards strategic part-
nership and co-operation be-
tween the People’s Republic of 
China and Belarus.”

Xi Jinping has announced, 
“Our relations are develop-
ing steadily, step by step, now 
reaching an unprecedentedly 
high level. A new stage of ram-
pant development has arrived, 
and the President of Belarus is a 
great friend of the Chinese peo-
ple. You’ve made an enormous 
contribution to the develop-
ment of Chinese-Belarusian re-
lations. At this historic moment 
in time, when our relations are 
moving into a totally new level, 
your visit, I’m sure, will inspire 
further development of bilat-
eral co-operation between our 
countries.”

The President of Belarus 

responded, “You’ve explained 
precisely our new level of rela-
tions and strategic partnership. 
We’re developing a new long-
term ‘road map’ — as is needed 
today. I feel confident that, by 
the end of the year, our depart-
ments and governments will be 
offering a programme of fur-
ther co-operation between Be-
larus and the People’s Republic 
of China.”

Such a document is already 
being designed, filled with 
business content. The Belaru-
sian delegation arrived one day 
prior to the President, meeting 
Chinese colleagues to discuss 
how best to further investment 
partnerships and interaction in 
the sectors of energy, automo-
bile building and inter-munici-
pal dialogue, including relating 
to the Chinese-Belarusian in-
dustrial park. All mutual ar-
rangements are being fastened 
by concrete documents; in a 
single day, 12 were signed, in-
cluding one raising $500m for 
a joint venture manufacturing 
Geely cars.

Industry Minister Dmitry 
Katerinich tells us, “The deci-
sion has been taken, with a 
schedule agreed for plant con-
struction. The projected capac-
ity is 120,000 cars annually. 
The plant will be constructed 
according to rigid Volvo stand-
ards (bought some time ago by 
Chinese partners).”

Preferential loans have 
also been agreed for building 
transmission lines for the Be-
larusian atomic power station, 
notes Belarusian Energy Min-
ister Vladimir Potupchik. Hav-
ing spoken with Liu Chaoan, 
the Chairman of the Board of 
the North China Power En-

gineering Company (NCPE), 
he explained, “We talked not 
only about the future project — 
which we plan to start on Janu-
ary 1st 2014 — but about possi-
bilities for joint co-operation in 
third countries and in China. 
We have well-trained profes-
sionals from whom both China 
and Belarus can benefit.”

Agreements are now also in 
place for China’s building of a 
therapeutic complex at Minsk’s 
Central Regional Hospital and 
constructing a student hos-

tel. The General Prosecutor’s 
Office of Belarus and the Su-
preme People’s Procuratorate 
of the People’s Republic of 
China have signed a co-opera-
tive agreement, as has our State 
Military-Industrial Committee 
and the Chinese State Admin-
istration of Science, Technol-
ogy and Industry for National 
Defence. The cities of Minsk 
and Shenzhen have signed an 
agreement on friendly delega-
tion exchanges while Guang-
dong Province and the city of 
Harbin are creating sub-parks 
at the Chinese-Belarusian in-
dustrial park.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoly Tozik emphasises, “I 
believe we cannot overestimate 
the importance of this visit for 
bilateral relations. A fifth Presi-
dential generation has come to 
power in the People’s Republic 

of China while the present visit 
is the result of a decade of co-
operation, allowing strategic di-
rections of development to bear 
fruit for the future. More than 
30 documents, agreements, 
contracts and records have 
been signed, including those 
concerning import and export 
deliveries, investment projects 
and credit agreements: these 
are worth a total of $1.5bn.”

There are so many areas of 
mutual interest, which find ex-
pression in a declaration signed 

by Mr. Lukashenko and Xi Jin-
ping, noting all-round strategic 
partnership between Belarus 
and China. This outlines key 
political, economic and hu-
manitarian interaction.

Belarus has reaffirmed its 
adherence to the ‘One China’ 
policy, while China has con-
firmed its understanding and 
respect for the independent do-
mestic and foreign policies pur-
sued by the Republic of Belarus. 
China has also announced its 
disapproval of external inter-
ference in the internal affairs of 
Belarus under any pretext.

Minsk and Beijing have 
agreed to promote the devel-
opment of humanitarian co-
operation in all spheres and 
at various levels. The Chinese 
are keen to welcome more 
Belarusian students and sup-
port the expansion of Chinese 

language teaching in Belarus. 
Meanwhile, they have invited 
200 Belarusian children from 
regions affected by the Cherno-
byl accident for summer respite 
trips in 2014.

The declaration states that 
both sides are ‘ready to under-
take further measures to assist 
and simplify mutual trips by 
citizens, ensuring the safety, 
legal rights and interests of citi-
zens and legal bodies in each 
territory’, while creating ‘more 
favourable conditions for deep-
ening co-operation and ex-
changes between Belarus and 
China in various areas’.

Trade and economic co-
operation is basis for develop-
ment of relations between Bela-
rus and China, noted President 
of Belarus on meeting Premier 
of State Council of China, Li 
Keqiang, in Beijing.

“The President of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China has ar-
rived at the common view that, 
whatever our relations may be, 
personal or interstate, econom-
ics guide all. I asked him to 
help our delegation to establish 
contacts with China for the fu-
ture. This will allow us to work 
more intensively in the sphere 
of economics and finances and 
will help the People’s Republic 
of China work more actively in 
Belarus,” explains the President 
of Belarus.

Mr. Lukashenko emphasis-
es the great influence of China in 
the international arena. “China, 
as I often say, is an empire with-
out which no issue is solved in 
today’s world. It should have a 
presence in Europe and we are 
ready to promote this, first of all 
economically.” He wishes to see 
Belarusian-Chinese relations 

enter a more ambitious phase, 
raising the investment compo-
nent in our credit-investment 
co-operation. Belarus is espe-
cially interested in attracting 
investors into the Chinese-Be-
larusian industrial park. “We’ll 
be grateful to the Chinese gov-
ernment for rendering maxi-
mum assistance in this matter, 
believing that the world will 
see the most advanced Chinese 
technologies and developments 
in our park,” Mr. Lukashenko 
stresses.

Bio-pharmaceuticals, new 
materials and information-
communication technologies 
are priority sectors and the 
Head of Belarus is confident 
that, with joint effort, we can 
create a site with no European 
rival.

Li Keqiang is similarly con-
fident that Mr. Lukashenko’s 
visit will redefine bilateral rela-
tions and inspire multi-faceted 
co-operation.

Mr. Lukashenko also met 
the Chairman of the National 
Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, Yu Zhengsheng, 
noting that he is counting on 
support from the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Con-
ference in developing relations 
between Belarus and China.

Yu Zhengsheng comment-
ed that China knows of Mr. Lu-
kashenko’s efforts to promote 
friendship and co-operation 
between our two countries. 
“Moreover, as the President of 
Belarus, you are seriously ful-
filling your duties to protect in-
dependence and promote na-
tional security,” he underlined. 
Mr. Zhengsheng believes that 
the newly signed declaration 
on establishing bilateral strate-
gic partnerships will stimulate 
friendship and co-operation 
between Belarus and China.

“I’m delighted and flattered 
to receive such praise. The 
government headed by you 
holds authority in the People’s 
Republic of China but I know 
that your recommendation 
and advice are essential to stra-
tegic decisions in China,” noted 
the President of Belarus. “The 
‘group of wise men’ operates 
in the interests of the People’s 
Republic of China, uniting its 
population and all Chinese liv-
ing abroad.”

“I hope that your awareness 
of Belarusian-Chinese relations 
and your appraisals will be-
come a serious guarantee that 
you will advise the Chinese 
authorities to maintain the 
friendly relations which exist 
today,” Alexander Lukashenko 
added.

During his visit to China, 
the President of Belarus signed 
36 documents worth almost 
$1.5bn in trade and invest-
ment, truly setting us on a new 
path of partnership.

New breakthrough in good 
relations will be advantageous

B
E

LT
A

No major problems exist in any of 
these fields, allowing us to move 
towards strategic partnership and 
co-operation between the People’s 
Republic of China and Belarus

Trade and economic issues discussed at meeting with Premier of State Council of China, Li Keqiang


