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By Tatiana Andreeva

You can now register your 
business online in Georgia, as well 
as open a bank account, printing 
out all necessary documents at 
home or at Minsk’s special Inter-
net café (the only one as yet).

The National Agency of Pub-
lic Registry of Georgia recently 
attended a round table discussion 
in Minsk to share its experience of 
creating an electronic society in a 
short space of time. The Head of 
the Georgian National Agency of 
Public Registry’s IT Department, 
Shota Chachkhunashvili, tells us 
that automation of administrative 
procedures has saved his country 
around $200m already, while sim-
plifying life for ordinary citizens. 
Georgian progress can be judged 
via the World Bank’s Doing Busi-
ness-2012 rating, which now 
places Georgia first in terms of 
ease of property registration. Ad-
ditionally, e-government reduces 
corruption, since computers don’t 
request bribes. It also boasts sec-
ond place in the UN rating for 
‘Preventing and Fighting Corrup-
tion’.

Of course, Georgia’s experi-
ence is impressive and a good 
model for Belarus. Alexander Ko-
rzhenevsky, Deputy Director of 
the Belarusian Institute of System 
Analysis and Information Sup-
port for the Scientific and Tech-
nical Sphere, tells us that a similar 
system was once developed in Be-
larus. Sadly, despite international 
experts’ praise, it failed to be 
launched, as state administration 
bodies were reluctant to integrate 
their information into a single 
system.

In terms of property registra-

tion, Belarus is currently ranked 
3rd for ‘Doing Business’: an hon-
ourable place. “I believe that the 
State Property Committee and the 
system of organising state regis-
tration are ready for electronic 
interaction with businesses, citi-
zens and other state agencies,” 
underlines the Director General 
of the National Cadastre Agency 
of the State Property Committee, 
Andrey Filipenko. “We are dem-
onstrating real success.”

He notes that, via the central 
register of property, those buy-
ing property receive information 
about the site (to whom it belongs 
and details of restrictions in the 
form of mortgage or arrest).

Last year, around 6 million 
electronic requests were proc-
essed via the database. “We’ve 
been working for the past decade 
on the integrity of the registry and 
it’s now providing electronic serv-
ices,” added the Director General 
of the National Cadastre Agency.

Undoubtedly, change requires 

certain resources. In particular, 
it’s necessary to attract IT spe-
cialists, who come at a price. Of 
course, any injection involves 
risk, since projects can fail. All 
state registered organisations in 
Belarus are republican unitary 
enterprises: in providing services, 
they receive profits, which can 
then be reinvested. Of course, the 
prices they charge are controlled 
by the state, while their earnings 
must only be spent on particular 
purposes. It’s a system allowing 
the development of various types 
of electronic services.

The state lacks enough funds 
to finance work relating to so-
cial informatisation. However, 
Vladimir Anishchenko, Chair-
man of the Board of the Infopark 
Scientific and Technological As-
sociation, explains, “The solu-
tion is to develop public private 
partnership, as seen in Georgia, 
where our colleagues were given 
the opportunity to self-finance. I 
think it’s possible to find investors 

in our country, too.” He adds that 
another important aspect is the 
launch of a single identification 
system for businesses and indi-
viduals, within a state framework 
of public management.

In Georgia, all citizens have 
chipped ID cards, while high-
tech Estonia uses bank cards as 
valid ID (an initiative proposed 
and supported by financial insti-
tutions). Belarusian experts note 
the necessity of including a sepa-
rate article into the budget deal-
ing with informatisation of state 
bodies, as in Russia.

During a round table discus-
sion, our Georgian colleagues 
advised Belarus to launch more 
elements of an information soci-
ety, by studying the most success-
ful practices of others, applying 
their experience. “We understand 
that it’s necessary to start small 
and build on results,” notes Mr. 
Chachkhunashvili. “Businesses 
will certainly support these en-
deavours.”

Without paperwork
IT electronic 
queues, one 
stop shop 
services 
and online 
consultations 
now a reality

A will is all 
for possibility
Labour and Social Protection 
Ministry notes almost 73,000 
job vacancies in mid-July: 70 
percent for manual workers 
and the remainder for 
specialists and office staff

A year ago, the national database 
lacked any salary above $675; now, over 
2 percent of vacancies pay Br6-10m 
($675 to $1,100). Almost 15 percent of-
fer salaries worth Br4-6m ($450-$675) 
and Minsk offers almost 30 percent of 
candidates such an income. Meanwhile, 
a small percentage are paid over Br10m 
(over $1,000): 0.3 percent of these jobs 
are in Minsk, followed by 0.2 percent 
in the Gomel Region and 0.1 percent 
in the Brest Region. According to spe-
cialists, rising salaries are a trend which 
should continue, partly due to there 
being more vacancies than job-seekers. 
As of July 1st, there were 3.4 vacancies 
in Belarus per job-seeker (against 2.4 
last year). The number of vacancies is 
constantly rising, reaching 76,600 in 
July (up 15 percent on last year). As is 
usual, over 80 percent of jobs involve 
manual labour.

Gift from 
homeland
Belarusian birth certificate 
presented to President of Israel 
Shimon Peres 

The current President of Israel, Shi-
mon Peres, first drew breath in the vil-
lage of Vishnevo, in the Volozhin Dis-
trict of the Minsk Region. Accordingly, 
Igor Leshchenya, the Departmental 
Head for Africa and the Middle East, 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Belarus, has presented Mr. Peres with a 
commemorative birth certificate. This 
confirms the place of his birth on Au-
gust 2nd 1923. 

On meeting the President of Israel, 
Mr. Leshchenya underlined that Bela-
rusians will always welcome Mr. Peres 
to his native land.

The idea is one of many marking 
Mr. Peres’ 90th birthday, including a 
commemorative plaque installed in 
the village of Vishnevo, denoting the 
house where he was born and grew up; 
Mr. Peres’ daughter, Tzvia Walden, at-
tended the unveiling ceremony. In ad-
dition, visitors can view a special photo 
exhibition entitled Shimon Peres: Path 
from Vilenskaya Street in Vishnevo to 
Presidential Street in Jerusalem.

By Vladimir Khromov

Work at the Chinese-
Belarusian Industrial 
Park needs to be 
accelerated, with stricter 
control observed, notes 
President of Belarus on 
hearing report from PM 
Mikhail Myasnikovich

On meeting Mr. Myas-
nikovich, the President spoke 
of his recent official visit to the 
People’s Republic of China, 
noting that the Belarusian 
Government now needs to re-
view all the agreements signed 
in China — particularly in 
view of the forthcoming meet-
ing between the prime minis-

ters of Belarus and China. The 
Belarusian Head of State be-
lieves the meeting will resolve 
all existing issues regarding 
trade, investment and finance.

The President explained, 
“Many issues will be addressed 
during preparations for this 
event but the key thing is a 
proposal by the Chinese Presi-
dent: asking that we attain a 
strategic level of partnership. 
These are more than words.  
China is paying close atten-
tion to this, attaching a lot of 
importance to our agreement. 
It’s a plan of action for high 
level co-operation: a roadmap. 
Your meeting will be the most 
important step in preparing 

this road map.”
Mr. Lukashenko remarked 

that the document encom-
passes all avenues of co-opera-
tion: trade, military technical, 
political and humanitarian. 
Some have already been dis-
cussed, as he notes, “It’s a true 
plan of action and a very im-
portant proposal from the 
Chinese side. It’s a serious new 
step on the part of the People’s 
Republic of China in support 
of Belarus.”

The President supports 
the Government’s approach 
towards forecasting socio-eco-
nomic development and the 
budget for 2014. In accepting 
the report by his Prime Min-

ister, Mr. Lukashenko again 
drew attention to the necessity 
of ensuring that enterprises 
work profitably, to enhance 
citizens’ standard of living.

The PM reported on na-
tional economic figures, stat-
ing that, from January-June 
2013, GDP grew by 101.4 
percent. From January-May, 
a positive foreign trade bal-
ance of $303m was registered. 
Innovative goods are forming 
a growing proportion of ex-
ports, showing that moderni-
sation continues efficiently. By 
June, warehouse stocks had 
fallen by 3 percent: a trend 
the President is keen to see 
extended.

The President received 
draft decrees tackling work at 
a range of enterprises, includ-
ing those facing difficulties. 
The Government is convinced 
that the future lies with larger 
companies, which can posi-
tion themselves on foreign 
markets and work efficiently 
on the domestic market.

The Head of State also ap-
proved the Belarusian Cement 
Company’s three new sites and 
a proposal to establish the Be-
larusian Knitwear Company: 
uniting KIM JSC, Svitanak 
JSC, Kupalinka JSC and Brest 
Hosiery JSC (Svitanak JSC will 
act as the major company). 
This will raise efficiency of 

production while consider-
ably reducing costs.

The meeting also tackled 
the development of footwear 
enterprises, such as Belwest 
JLLC and Marko LLC. The 
Head of State has given a 
range of instructions relating 
to production volumes and 
state support, demanding that 
market principles be followed, 
so that only goods with guar-
anteed sales are produced. He 
views it as vital that import 
substitution continues, with 
state support only given in 
cases where it can be repaid. 
The Government now plans to 
polish its draft decrees for later 
submission to the President.

Important issues shouldn’t be delayed
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Hospitals in Minsk implement new technologies to promote access to health services


