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Modern Israeli 
technology being used 
to breed sharp-toothed 
catfish, also known 
as African catfish, in 
Svetlogorsk

The fish is unique in hard-
ly having any bones. Moreo-
ver, it can live without water 
for up to four days, making it 
far easier to transport. Natu-
rally, its flesh is nutritious, 

being rich in essential oils. 
The Israeli investment project 
is expected to yield rapid re-
turns, attracting a loan from a 
Belarusian bank for the ven-
ture, which is to be based at 
Svetlogorsk’s land-reclama-
tion systems enterprise. A 
new industrial fish-breeding 
complex is to be installed, 
equipped with Israeli tech-
nology.

By Vladimir Semenov

Staff from the Soligorsk 
District Executive Commit-
tee tell me, “Oleg Kravets is 
joining his father in grow-
ing apples: a useful product 
which is always in demand. 
We’re doing our best to assist 
them in their worthy under-
taking.”

Mr. Kravets now heads 
Pruzhansky Sad (Pruzhany 
Orchard) farm and tells us, 
“Really, many Belarusians 
grow apples but it’s hard to 
find them in our stores in 
late autumn and, especially, 
in winter. Rather, Polish or 
Dutch apples are offered, as 
ours are largely only suitable 
for processing.”

The young businessman 
decided to address this, re-
ceiving 60 hectares of land 
near the village of Pruzhanka 
in spring 2011. Although 
Oleg was born in Soligorsk 
and has worked in various 
agricultural spheres for many 
years, he has always sold oth-
ers’ products in the past and, 
approaching the age of 40, 
yearned to be his own master. 
His ambition is to be able to 
sell our apples all year round. 
Certainly, Belarus’ climatic 
conditions are the equal of 
those in Poland and it’s pos-

sible to harvest 65-80 tonnes 
of good quality apples per 
hectare.

Oleg has mostly planted 
corn, potatoes and Chinese 
radishes and, although he 
lacked machinery and expe-
rience initially, his harvests 
met the average for the re-
gion. However, his apple or-

chard is central, occupying 
six hectares. The fruits are 
almost ready for harvesting. 
By the end of the year, their 
volume should double, even-
tually reaching 15 hectares. 
Meanwhile, 20,000 seedlings 
are being grown in the trans-
plant nursery, comprising fif-
teen high-quality Belarusian, 

Dutch and American varie-
ties. The winter varieties ‘an-
tonovka’ and ‘white sap’ are 
among the favourites, also 
being grown by local villag-
ers.

Oleg’s father, Valery, is 
assisting his son, having pre-
viously headed one of Soli-
gorsk’s major factories. His 

dream had also been to run 
an apple orchard, musing, 
“Trees, birds and fresh air… 
What else could you wish 
for? Farming always involves 
growing something new.”

Valery continues working 
hard and his passion for na-
ture has inspired Oleg, who 
graduated from the Polytech-
nic University as a mechanical 
engineer. Oleg made contacts 
with agronomists and began 
his independent study. His 
knowledge is now perfect, so 
he can easily rival the profes-
sionals. Father and son are of-
ten found at opposite corners 
of their large plot, supervis-
ing the seasonal workers. The 
farm has brought new life to 
the village and the chance to 
earn a decent wage.

“Prushinsky mansion 
was once situated near this 
tall lime tree. After cutting 
down the old bushes, you can 
now rest in the shade of the 
trees,” Oleg tells us. “We’ve 
also cleaned and significant-
ly deepened the overgrown 
pond, leaving an avenue of 
trees. We may later open a 
fish farm, offering fishing li-
censes, and may launch an 
agro-mansion.”

Clearly, the land is be-
coming more rich and beau-
tiful under its true host! 

Young Soligorsk entrepreneur not only plants promising orchard 
but beautifies his native land

Best apples grown 
by careful hosts

Open 
to aircraft 
once more
By Kirill Veremeev

Reconstruction of 
Mogilev’s airport finished

In former times, Mogi-
lev’s airport lived a full life, 
being a hub for Soviet air 
transport, taking passengers 
between Sochi, Kaliningrad 
and Moscow. More than 20 
aircraft could park at the 
airport, with the Yak-40s 
always enjoying full capac-
ity. Sadly, the airport has 
declined in importance in 
recent years, being 15km 
from Mogilev. Engineering 
obstacles and few summer 
staff have resulted in a lack 
of transit flights. However, 
reconstruction was com-
pleted in July, allowing larg-
er planes to land on the new 
runway, which conforms to 
all safety requirements. The 
whole infrastructure of the 
airport has been upgraded 
to ensure comfort and con-
venience.

Belarusian-Lithuanian 
bicycle tourism project 
developed for border-
zone

The Lithuanian city of 
Birštonas recently hosted a 
conference: Developing Bicy-
cle Tourism and the Tourist 
Information System within the 
Border-zone of Lithuania and 
Belarus — as part of the inter-
national Latvia-Lithuania-Be-
larus programme.

Grodno and the Mayor’s 
Office of Birštonas are set-
ting aside over 700,000 Euros 
to lay lit cycle paths through 
the town of Oshmyany in the 

Grodno Region and a 30km 
‘Chalk Mountain’ route for 
the Pishki neighbourhood, in 
Grodno, with 12 rest zones 
along the route. Moreover 
bicycle paths are to be con-
structed in the Lithuanian cit-
ies of Birštonas and Alytus.

The routes are sure to at-
tract tourists, as they boast 
beautiful natural, cultural and 
historical sites not easily ac-
cessible by car. The project 
aims to promote the develop-
ment of cross-border tourism, 
notes Sergey Koleda, from the 
Grodno Republican Tourist 
and Sport Union.

Day of Culture of Peoples 
of Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania to take place in 
Minsk

The National Art Museum 
is to become the centre of the 
celebrations on July 24th, host-
ing a five-hour programme in 
its courtyard. Popular Belaru-
sian folk band Palats is being 
joined by the Ukrainian GICH 
Orchestra — one of the most 
popular festival groups — and 

VoLosi Polish string quintet, 
which has conquered neigh-
bouring countries and beyond. 
Aiste Smilgeviciutes & SKYLE, 
which won this year’s Prize of 
the President of Lithuania for 
Contributions to Culture, will 
also be playing.

Traditional craft produc-
ers from Skarbnitsa will en-
tertain visitors, while guests 
are sure to be delighted by an 
exhibition of costumes, ar-

mour and weaponry from the 
Middle Ages, organised by 
the Youth Public Association. 
The ‘Living History’ event will 
include dances, quizzes and 
prizes. Meanwhile, the Art-
Cafe will be offering a special 
menu. An exhibition entitled 
Portraits of the Grand Dukes 
of Lithuania and Nobles of the 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania is 
also on show within the main 
museum building. 

Money 
returned 
at border
Republican 
unitary enterprise 
Beltamozhservice chosen 
as Belarus’ Tax Free 
system operator 

The Council of Minis-
ter’s decree is accessible for 
public viewing via the Na-
tional Law Internet Portal. 
It allows non-permanent 
residents of Customs Union 
member states to receive 
back any VAT on purchases 
when exiting the Union.

Belarus introduced the 
Tax Free system on Janu-
ary 1st, 2013, as a way of 
returning VAT to foreign 
nationals purchasing mer-
chandise in Belarus. In or-
der to claim, the minimal 
purchase must be worth 
Br800,000 (around $90) 
and be from a single trans-
action. VAT will not be 
returned on commodities 
exempt from VAT or sub-
ject to reduced VAT (for 
instance, food).

To meet the VAT return 
scheme, foreigners must 
produce their receipts at 
the border checkpoint, on 
leaving the country. Money 
is then received as cash or 
through bank transfer to 
their personal account.

The Tax Free system is 
widely used globally, as a 
state measure to boost trade 
and support small busi-
nesses engaged in inbound 
tourism. It should enhance 
Belarus’ image — especially 
when hosting international 
cultural and sports events 
— and should encourage 
foreign tourists to make 
purchases.

Dancing and games 
inspired by Middle Ages

‘Chalk mountains’ 
easier to subjugate

Wonder-fish farming

Oleg Kravets

Rich history of Middle Ages presented at Minsk exhibition

Apples bring good dividends to new entrepreneurs


