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Convenience 
of electronic 
technology
By Sergey Umansky

Sending applications to 
Belarusian Government 
through info-kiosks

Sensor kiosks have been installed 
at the House of Government to allow 
citizens to send electronic applications 
to the Internet-reception room of the 
Council of Ministers. The info-kiosks 
contain information about the struc-
ture and areas of activity of the Council 
of Ministers, as well as its regulations, 
visiting hours and other useful data.

Applications sent in electronic 
form are considered equally with writ-
ten applications.

By Valery Mikhalyuk

The substantive session of the 
UN Economic and Social Coun-
cil (ECOSOC), held in Geneva, 
was attended by a Belarusian del-
egation headed by the Permanent 
Representative of Belarus to the 
UN Office and other interna-
tional organisations in Geneva, 
Mikhail Khvostov.

In his speech at the high-level 
meeting, on July 3rd, Mr. Kh-
vostov noted that the ECOSOC 
should take the lead in co-ordi-
nating international efforts to 
implement the decisions of the 
UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development ‘Rio+20’. Mr. Kh-
vostov also stressed the connec-
tion between the global econom-
ic crisis and imperfections in the 
modern system of international 
financial institutions, and made 
some suggestions for reform.

“As regards dialogue between 
the ECOSOC and international 
financial and trade institutions, 
Belarus believes that interna-
tional financial organisations, 
including the International Mon-
etary Fund and the World Bank 
Group, bear some responsibility 
for the global economic crisis, 
both in terms of their inability 
to foresee and forestall it, and in 
terms of misguided policy. First 
of all, we mean certain politici-
sation of their approach towards 
co-operation with many coun-
tries, including Belarus. Their ac-
tions should be primarily aimed 

at achieving sustainable develop-
ment in the world economy,” said 
Mr. Khvostov.

“In their co-operation with 
partner countries, financial and 
economic organisations should 

take into account, as much as 
possible, their real priorities in 
socio-economic interaction,” 
underlined the Belarusian repre-
sentative.

He praised the prompt adop-

tion of the new World Bank 
Group’s Country Partnership 
Strategy for Belarus for 2014-
2017 (fiscal years) by which the 
International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development will 

allocate $380m and the Interna-
tional Finance Corporation will 
provide $140m for projects in 
Belarus. “The adoption of the 
partnership strategy creates a 
favourable basis for fruitful and 
mutually beneficial collaboration 
with the World Bank Group,” 
noted Mr. Khvostov.

“At the same time, we can-
not but express concern over the 
‘calibrated’ approach towards our 
country. We believe that its pres-
ence in the Partnership Strategy 
may have a negative impact on 
the development of co-operation 
with the World Bank Group, as it 
introduces some elements of un-
certainty into the Bank’s policy 
towards our country, making it 
dependent upon the often oppor-
tunistic decisions of other coun-
tries,” announced the representa-
tive of Belarus. 

The head of the Belarusian 
delegation also expressed con-
cern regarding the existence of 
unilateral coercive measures 
in the system of international 
trade-economic relations and the 
politicisation of the WTO acces-
sion process.

Belarus welcomed the UN 
Secretary General’s report on 
Science, Technology and In-
novation, and the Potential of 
Culture for Promoting Sustain-
able Development and Achieving 
Millennium Development Goals, 
stressing the practical nature of 
his conclusions and recommen-
dations.

Belarus expresses concern at ECOSOC session in Geneva over politicisation of WTO accession process

Key approaches rather narrow

By Yulia Petrova

TV advertising is to be 
reduced from 18 to 16 min-
utes. Meanwhile, soon spec-
tators will be able to watch 
certain films without inter-
ruptions to washing pow-
ders and speedy cook ver-
micelli each ten minutes, as 

the number of commercial 
breaks has been reduced to 
four through each hour. The 
Deputy Minister for Trade, 
Irina Narkevich, views the 
move as essential, due to au-
dience complaints of broad-
casts being interrupted by 
as many as 7-8 advertising 
breaks per hour.

In addition, adverts for 
medical preparations must 
not indicate concrete cases 
of recovery, or state gov-
ernment recommendations 
for any product. Nor will 
financial encouragement 
be allowed. Of course, ad-
vertising remains the main 
source of income for TV 

companies, paying for pro-
gramming and the purchase 
of films and shows from 
abroad. The fees paid by 
TV viewers are purely for 
connection to distributive 
cabling.

While in Mogilev there 
are trolley buses which dis-
play Belarusian poetry on 

advertising boards. Initiated 
by the Budz’ma Belarusians 
public campaign and Mogi-
lev’s City Executive Com-
mittee, classics of Belarusian 
literature are being displayed 
in about 90 trolley buses 
across the regional centre as 
part of its status as Cultural 
Capital of Belarus 2013. 

Boards usually allotted 
for advertising are showing 
poetry by Maxim Bogdanov-
ich, Yanka Kupala, Anatoly 
Vertinsky and the other Be-
larusian poets. The literary 
theme is to continue across 
other public transport, plac-
ing poems by young Mogilev 
poets.

Advertising time limits slightly shortened
10th July launches law ‘On Advertising’ to benefit of Belarusian television viewers

By Svetlana Komanova

An Israeli delegation, compris-
ing political, cultural and business 
representatives, recently travelled 
to Vishnevo to attend the unveil-
ing of the plaque honouring the 
place where President Peres was 
born, nearly 90 years ago. His 
daughter, a professor of philol-
ogy, Tsvia Walden, accepted the 
traditional offering of bread with 
salt, in welcome. She appeared 
nervous on seeing the site where 
her ancestors once lived and died. 
Only ruined foundations remain 

from the old house, which has 
now been rebuilt by the current 
occupants. However, the old well 
still stands; Mr. Peres drew water 
from it during his visit some time 
ago.

Ms. Walden emphasised, “To-
day, I am my father’s daughter, 
my grandfather’s granddaughter, 
my great-grandfather’s great-
granddaughter, the daughter of 
the Jewish people and a citizen 
of the world. I’m sincerely grate-
ful for what has been done here. 
This part of history has, for many 
years, been familiar to me, held in 

my heart. Now, it is in front of my 
eyes.” The memorial plaque reads: 
‘Here, on August 2nd 1923, Shi-
mon Peres was born: son of Yit-
shak and Sara Persky. Nobel Lau-
reate and President of the State of 
Israel.’

Other events were held in cel-
ebration, including the opening of 
a photo exhibition entitled Path 
From Vilenskaya Street in Vish-
enevo to Presidentskaya Street in 
Jerusalem, hosted by Vishnevo’s 
Rural House of Culture. The 
Limud project saw united efforts 
from the Israeli Embassy to Bela-

rus and the Union of Belarusian 
Jewish Public Associations and 
Communities, with various pho-
tos donated depicting Mr. Peres 
throughout his life.

The Sonorus chapel choir from 
the Minsk Region gave a concert, 
as did an amateur folk group called 
Gostinets; both events were hosted 
by the Rakov House of Folklore in 
the Volozhin District.

Commemorative plaque placed on site of Belarusian village 
home where President of Israel Shimon Peres was born

Path from Vishnevo to Jerusalem
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World Trade Organisation promotes free competition of goods and services

Inside the Shimon Peres museum


