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Vitebsk resident claims second 
place at prestigious contest in 
Spain

The Spanish town of Lloret de 
Mar has hosted the 9th International 
Opus-2013 Song Contest, featuring 
performers from Belarus, Georgia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Kazakhstan, Rus-
sia and elsewhere.

The young soloist from the Chil-
dren’s Forum Pop Song Studio, at the 
Vitebsk Culture Centre, Vivienne 
Sabi, is the first singer to represent 
Belarus at the event, performing two 
songs on the Spanish stage. Support-
ed by her talented and hard working 
teachers — studio head Tatiana Ki-
rillova, vocal coach Yelena Guzheva 
and choreographer Oksana Palasyuk 
— Vivienne took second place.

After winning the Gold Micro-
phone International Vocal Con-
test, held in Kazakhstan’s Kostanay 
in April, Vivienne was sent to the 
Spanish contest, from which she 
brings home a laureate’s diploma, 

commemorative prizes and a grant 
to help her attend the International 
Riga Symphony Festival of Popular 
Music and Original Song for Young 
Performers, scheduled for Decem-
ber 4th-8th, in Latvia.

The guest performance in Lithua-
nia took place in front of famous 
Trakai Island Castle: the largest re-
maining in Lithuania. Surrounded 
by Lake Galvė, the dancers appeared 
on a special pontoon in the middle, 
with the ‘swans’ appearing to glide 
on its waters. 

Yekaterina Krysanova and Dmit-
ry Gudanov (the Bolshoi Theatre of 
Russia) took the lead roles, accompa-
nied by Honoured Artist of the Re-
public of Belarus Anton Kravchenko 
and international competition win-
ner Konstantin Geronik.

Several dozens of technicians 
worked on the show’s sets for three 
days, including setting up audio and 
video equipment and lighting, and 
seating in front of the castle. A VIP 
area was made to resemble theatri-
cal boxes. The performance began 
late at night, when the lake took on 
a unique and magical atmosphere, 
enhanced by clever lighting of the 
action.

Belarusfilm studio ready to 
launch Kinder-Vileiskoe Ghost 
fantasy

Directed by Elena Turovaya 
and based on Oscar Wilde’s short 
story The Canterville Ghost, the 
film tells of Kostik, who dreams 
of creating an amusement ride 
occupied by ‘real’ ghosts. His am-
bition is fulfilled until a random 
champagne cork causes his sets 
to fall, revealing the mirrors and 
other tricks he has relied upon. 

Fortunately, his wheelchair-
bound but mischievous grand-
mother, Klava, aged 100, comes 
to the rescue. She offers Kostik 
a house inherited in the Vileisky 
District so that he might cre-
ate a children’s theme part in its 
grounds. His family moves in 
and soon runs into a real ghost. 
After being screened at the Lista-
padzik-2013 Film Festival, the 
adventure will hit the big screens 
next winter.

Americans 
see cinema 
drama
In the first two days of being 
screened, the film has been 
rated 3.5 out of 5 on average by 
the public: not a bad result. It’s 
a huge cultural achievement 
for Belarusian cinema to be 
screened in America.

“We’re now waiting to hear how 
much money has been taken at the 
box office,” notes the Director Gen-
eral of the Belarusfilm National Film 
Studio, Oleg Silvanovich. 

The film is being shown in three 
cinemas in Manhattan, provoking 
interest not only from audiences 
but the press. The New York Times 
has devoted a major article to the 
psychological drama, directed by 
Belarusian Sergey Loznitsa. In the 
Fog tells of a man obliged to make 
choices in amoral circumstances. Set 
in 1942, on the territory of occupied 
Belarus, trackwalker Sushchenya 
is falsely accused of collaboration 
with the Nazis by two partisans, who 
come to Sushchenya’s farm to punish 
him. Sushchenya can only hope to 
prove his innocence.

Written by famous Belarusian 
Vasil Bykov, the international cinema 
project also involved MA.JA.DE Fic-
tion (Germany), the Movie Compa-
ny GP (Russia), Rija Films (Latvia), 
Lemming Film (the Netherlands), 
the television channel ZDF/ARTE 
(Germany), and the Eurimages Fund 
to Support European Cinema.

The film has already been award-
ed a prestigious FIPRESCI Interna-
tional Cinema Press Federation jury 
prize at the 65th International Film 
Festival in Cannes and was named 
‘best film’ at the 14th International 
Film Festival in Trieste, as well as 
winning a Grand Prix at the 22nd 
Golden Vityaz International Slavic 
Cinema Forum, in Khabarovsk.

Two other films by Sergey Loznit-
sa — Happiness of Mine and A Letter 
— are being presented to American 
audiences, screened for one month: 
first in New York and then in other 
cities across the USA.

Big-band 
plays before 
ancient walls
International Grodno-Jazz-
2013 Festival held in Grodno’s 
New Castle

The jazz festival is traditionally 
held in the courtyard of the castle, wel-
coming famous jazz-bands from Bela-
rus, as well foreign guests, each year.

The Grodno Region’s Philharmon-
ic Society’s big band, conducted by 
Boris Myagkov, was joined by Lithua-
nia’s Beatles’n’Jazz and the Grodno 
Region’s Ministry of Emergency Situ-
ations’ brass band on the first day. The 
second saw Grodno’s Fat Jazz Band 
entertain, alongside Alexander Belkin, 
A-Venue, City Jazz Quartet, Goryachi 
Trio, and Show-Band, led by Alexan-
der Lipnitsky from Minsk, all playing 
jazz. The international open-air jazz 
festival was the eighth for Grodno, 
having grown from modest begin-
nings into one of the most exciting 
events of the cultural season, attract-
ing attention from local residents and 
many tourists.

Magic ‘swans’ gracefully 
swim near castle walls
National Academic Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre presents 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake, in Trakai, Lithuania

Vivienne Sabi’s 
voice rings out

Ancient ghosts among 
new amusement rides

International Legacy of 
Centuries Festival brings 
together over 700 participants 
at Mir Castle

Mir has hosted the top historical 
reconstruction clubs and performers 
of medieval and folk music, as well 
as masters of ancient crafts and show 
bands. In total, the festival brought 
together over 700 entrants.

The aim was to re-create a knight-
ly tournament from the Middle Ages 
and the life of a field camp near the 

town walls as precisely as possible. 
Guests enjoyed seeing the 14th-15th 
century battles and way of life, while 
perusing a craft fair, and taking part 
in medieval dancing and games. Mu-
sical concerts, and tournaments of 
mounted warriors and those on foot, 
kept everyone entertained, as did 
an archery tournament and other 
events.

This was the third Legacy of Cen-
turies Festival at Mir Castle, which is 
unrivalled in Belarus in its scale.

Archery competition 
on Zamkovaya Hill

Kupalinka folk group performs 
at Paris reception to celebrate 
Belarus’ Independence Day 

The Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Belarus to 
France, Pavel Latushko, addressed 
Belarusian and foreign visitors, em-
phasising Belarus’ eagerness to co-
operate with France and UNESCO 
(whose headquarters are located 
in Paris). The Belarusian diplomat 
pointed out that we must preserve our 
cultural diversity and the folk heritage 
of different peoples. 

This year is the 10th anniversary 

of the International Convention on 
the Protection of Non–Material Cul-
tural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO, 
of which Belarus is a permanent par-
ticipant.

The performance by Kupalinka 
(of the Belarusian State Philharmonic 
Society) was bright acknowledgement 
of Belarus’ love of the traditional arts. 
The concert was not the only cultural 
gift prepared by the Embassy of Be-
larus for our Independence Day, with 
Belarusian artists Victor Olshevsky, 
Grigory Skripnichenko and Kastus 
Kachan also entertaining guests.

Acknowledgment of great 
love of the traditional arts 
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Swan Lake ballet is a success in Lithuanian Trakai Castle

Vivienne Sabi

Back into the Middle Ages


