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By Olga Sergeeva

This year promises to be 
a real breakthrough: recently, 
the five-star President Hotel 
opened and, by December, 
nine more new hotels should 
open their doors, as well as 
the renovated three-star Be-
larus Hotel. In total, about 
40 projects are under devel-
opment, at various stages, 
but will everything be fin-
ished in time?

Perhaps, the most dis-
cussed five-star projects 
are the hotels Pekin (Bei-
jing — on the banks of the 
River Svisloch, near Kras-
noarmeiskaya Street) and 
the Kempinski (on Nezavi-
simosti Avenue). The first 
is expected to be open in 
early 2014, while the second 
should launch in the 

fourth quarter of this year. 
The deadline for office build-
ings and the residential por-
tion is 2014. Together, they 
are to cost over 100 million 
Euros, becoming part of 
European luxe hotel chains, 
featuring top class business 
centres, as well as comfort-
able rooms. Each site is wit-
nessing great activity, with 
the facades taking shape.

The second 21-storey 
building of Victoria Hotel 
began its construction in 
2011 and is due to open by 
December 31st this year. 
The facade is almost ready, 
with the interior now re-
ceiving attention. Its 220 
rooms will enjoy four-
star facilities, including 
a hall seating 300 for 
corporate events and a 
25m swimming pool, as 

well as parking for 340 cars 
nearby.

The headquarters of the 
National Olympic Commit-
tee, with its office and hotel 
complex, will also be four-
star. Its opening has been 
delayed somewhat, after 
some problems with fund-
ing. Chief engineer Vladimir 
Trofimovich assures us that 
the deadline will now be met, 
with the first stage (the main 
NOC building) complete 
within the next few 

weeks. The 

hotel will be ready in good 
time for the Championship. 
Most of the work is now tak-
ing place inside, although 
some stained-glass windows 
are yet to be fitted. 

In autumn, two hotels 
with historical colour are 
opening: on the intersection 
of Kirill and Mefody Street 
and on Zamkovaya Street. 
The first should be ready by 
September: a monument 
of 17th-18th century archi-

tecture, where four-star 

comfort combines with at-
mosphere. A museum of 
monastic life, coaches and 
fire fighting is planned for 
within! The other celebrates 
19th century design, opening 
in October. 

Many criticise the fact 
that most hotels seem 

to be at the 

top end, rather than afforda-
ble. Accordingly, a three-star 
hotel is opening in Chizhov-
ka and, in December, the 
Slavyansky Hotel complex 
will launch in Lebyazhy sub-
urb. Also with three stars, the 
latter was originally to open 
in March 2014, but is ahead 
of schedule, giving plenty of 
time for minor corrections 
before the Ice Hockey Cham-
pionship. 

By the end of the year, 
three 9-storey hotels with one 
star are to welcome guests: on 
the streets of Narochanskaya 
and Timiryazev, Oleg Ko-
shevoy and Korzhenevsky. 
Each will differ in appearance 
and colour design. Mean-
while, near Kuntsevshchina 
metro station, Voyazh Hotel 
has already opened. Yet to re-
ceive any stars, the six-storey 
building can sleep 65: single 
rooms cost Br300,000 (about 
$35) while doubles are priced 
at Br400,000 ($46). It is one 
of the most budget-priced in 
the capital.

Minsk already boasts about three dozen hotels, able to 
accommodate over 5,000 guests. However, in anticipation 
of IIHF World Championship in 2014, more beds are needed. 

Hotels in the capital awaiting 
their true moment of glory

By Yulia Leonovich

Belaya Rus #5 has been 
launched by Sophia in 
Minsk, who calls it a gift 
for her compatriots. Born 
in the village of Lyubcha, in 
the Novogrudok District of 
the Grodno Region, young 
Sophia gained her first ‘per-
fume’ experience as a child, 
accompanying her mother 
to the market. With her great 
sense of smell, she always 
chose the freshest products.

I was 15 when my parents 
decided to leave Belarus and 
move to Poland. I still often 
think of our little house and 
the violets that grew around 
it. Our family was poor so 
flowers replaced toys for me. 
All my life, the sweet fra-
grance of violets has been 
associated for me only with 

childhood. This is why it’s no 
surprise to find it as the basis 
for ‘Belaya Rus’ fragrance. I 
chose this flower.

Has the price of the 
fragrance already been an-
nounced?

I can’t reveal anything yet 
but sales don’t bother me. I’ve 
done my job in creating the 
fragrance, which sums up my 
feelings towards the country 
in which I was born.

When buying famous 
branded perfumes, we tend 
to give credit to the de-
signer rather than the true 
engineers of the fragrance. 
Does this offend you?

The world has few true 
perfumers and their names 
are usually unknown to the 
public. As a Soviet émigré, it’s 
wonderful for me to work in 
the global fashion industry 

and, moreover, to become one 
of the leading perfumers.

How would you define 
your professional style?

Competitors accuse me 
of excessive partiality to rose 

scents but show me a per-
fume that doesn’t include 
rose! It’s universal: present 
everywhere. You may like my 
fragrance, or not, but I know 
one thing: it has character. I 
create chords, based on sim-
plicity and clarity. Of course, 
a perfume should not be mo-
notonic. I’m not interested 
in scents which spend their 
entire force on the first note, 
and then quickly fade. I prefer 
them to develop gradually.

Modern women are be-
coming more pragmatic, 
yet still buy perfume, which 
we might say is useless.

Ladies buy perfume not 
to please men but to create a 
certain mood: lightness, fresh-
ness, mystery and so on. I’ve 
always wanted perfume to 
help women forget problems 
for at least 15 minutes.

Exclusive fragrance 
from Sophia created
Star of the perfume world, Sophia Grojsman, keeps her 
promise to create an exclusive fragrance for Belarus
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Perfumer Sophia Grojsman

Headquarters of National Olympic Committee, with hotel complex, almost ready

Kempinski Hotel in Minsk to be finished by 2014

Customers look more closely at fragrant novelty


