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By Victor Mikhailov

Only a few 
historical monu-
ments and ancient 
artworks — such 
as portraits from 
past centuries — 
are found in mod-
ern Belarus. In the 
early 20th century, 
many Belarusian 
residences and 
palaces lost their 
galleries, owing 
to the two world 
wars and the 
1917 Revolu-
tion. Individual 
portraits remain 
in some museums, in Be-
larus and in neighbouring states; 
including items from the Radziwiłł 
family, who lived at Nesvizh Castle. 
These are now on show at muse-
ums in Belarus, Lithuania, Poland, 
Ukraine and Russia.

The National 
Art Museum of 
Belarus is always 
working to find 
and exhibit past 
treasures of artis-
tic and historical 
value, which are 
now held abroad. 
The 2012 exhibi-
tion at the Lithua-
nian Art Museum 
(Vilnius) is now 
on show at our Na-
tional Art Museum 
in Minsk: Portraits 
of the Grand Dukes 
of Lithuania and 
Nobles of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania 
from Ukrainian Mu-
seums. Of course, 

the ter- ritory of modern 
Belarus, Belarusian language, litera-
ture and book printing were formed 
in the days of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania, alongside our cultural 

traditions, wonderful architec-
ture (such as the castles of Mir and 
Nesvizh) and original art (icons, 
religious sculpture, engravings and 
portraits).

The largest and oldest museums 
of Lvov have given their artworks on 
loan for the show — from the His-
torical Museum 
and the National 
Gallery of Art 
(19th-early 20th 
century collec-
tions) and from 
the Volyn Local 
History Mu-
seum, founded 
in 1928. Most of 
the portraits fea-
ture figures from 
the 14th-18th 
century Rzech 
Pospolita and the 
Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania who had some link to Be-
larusian lands: through state affairs 
or personally. Władysław Jagiełło 

married Sophia of Halsh-
any in Novogrudok, 
while Stephen Báthory 
built a royal residence in 
Grodno and planned to move the 
capital of the Rzech Pospolita there, 
from Krakow. Władysław Vasa once 
visited Nesvizh, Ruzhany and Zhi-

rovichi and John 
Sobieski (and his 
son) genuflected 
before the mirac-
ulous Zhirovichy 
icon. 

The Radziwiłł 
family are widely 
represented at 
the exhibition, 
with eight por-
traits coming from 
Olyka Castle, in 
Volyn, where they 
were known as 
‘the Princes of the 

Holy Roman Empire in Olyts and 
Nesvizh’). Most of the portraits of 
the Sapiega, Tyszkiewiczy, San-

guszko and Pociej families are likely 
to have hung originally in their fam-
ily galleries, with most being viewed 
only recently by Belarusian re-
searchers.  Several pictures from the 
Radziwiłł family (Moravian branch) 
in Zaushie (near Nesvizh) are worth 
mentioning, having been painted by 
Lvov’s Konstantin Alexandrovich.

Undoubtedly, visitors will be im-
pressed by portraits of such beauties 
as Barbara Radziwiłł, Eleonor Maria 
Josefa of Austria and the wife of King 
John III, Marie Casimire Sobieska.

The exhibition is an outstanding 
event in the cultural life of Minsk 
and all Belarus, strengthening our 
modern relations with our neigh-
bouring states of Ukraine, Lithuania 
and Poland by recalling the past, 
and giving us new insight into those 
noble families.  The show runs until 
late August and is not to be missed.

Learning about 
glorious forefathers 
Portraits of Grand Duchy of Lithuania magnates — from 
Ukrainian museums of Lvov and Lutsk — find their place at 
Belarusian National Art Museum

By Yuri Pinchuk

In the Fog wins Grand Prix at 
Golden Hero Festival

Directed by Sergey Loznitsa, 
the film is based on Vasil Byk-
ov’s book of the same name and 
has already won a special prize 
at the 65th Cannes International 
Film Festival. Film critic Andrey 
Plakhov has noted ‘nothing espe-
cially earth-shattering or unpat-
riotic’ in Loznitsa’s latest work, 
calling it ‘an existential drama 
on the partisan theme’. Loznitsa’s 
last film, My Happiness, received 

mixed reviews in Russia. How-
ever, In the Fog has now received 
the highest prize at the 22nd In-
ternational Golden Hero Slavic 
Cinema Forum.

The Belarusian-Russian-
Polish film wasn’t the only rep-
resentative of Belarusian cin-
ematography to be awarded. 
David-Gorodokskie Canons, 
directed by Alexandra Shpar-
tova, won gold for ‘upcoming 
and student works’ while Golden 
Wedding, by Vladimir Dashuk, 
received silver in the full-length 
documentary nomination. The 

Belarusian film Bright Falcon, 
directed by Irina Kodyukova, 
took bronze in the animated film 
category. The international jury 
awarded golden, silver and bronze 
prizes in each of seven nomina-
tions, while the Grand Prix was 
presented to the best film of the 
competition: In the Fog.

In all, 18 Belarusian films 
were screened at the event: within 
the main contest and in the out-
of-competition programme. Peo-
ple’s Artist of Belarus Vladimir 
Gostyukhin also organised a ‘ret-
rospective’ of his films.

Breakthrough to Slavonic film podium
Friendship Monument, at 
border of Belarus, Russia and 
Ukraine, gathers children from 
each nation

The Druziya, Syabry, Druzi 
— Together! (Friends Together!) In-
ternational Children’s Festival was 
celebrated on a large scale on June 
1st and 2nd, at the border of our 
three Slavonic countries. Over 150 
youngsters from various regions of 
Belarus, Russia and Ukraine took 
part in the forum dedicated to In-
ternational Children’s Day.

This year, Ukraine hosted the 

event, after the traditional open-
ing ceremony at the Friendship 
Monument, including a concert 
and theatrical shows. The Ukraine 
organisers had prepared numerous 
contests to test the children’s intel-
lect and sporting prowess, as well 
as organising excursions, cultural 
events and meetings with war vet-
erans.

The international holiday is a 
traditional, annual event celebrat-
ed in turn by each of our Slavonic 
states. Last year, the festival was 
hosted by the Gomel Region.

Children’s festival unites 
friends from three states

Ukraine’s largest museums loan canvases depicting scenes from Belarusian history to National Art Museum of Belarus


