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By Yuliana Leonovich

Guests to Belarus will 
no longer need to look 
independently for the 
fern flower on Kupalle 
night, thanks to the 
village of Alexandriya 
in the Shklov District, 
which is to host Kupalle 
festivities on the night of 
6th-7th July, on the bank 
of the River Dnieper. 
Local masters are making 
a limited run of fern 
flower souvenirs to help 
visitors long remember 
their unique night.

The flowers, made 
from clay, leather and birch 
bark, will cost upwards of 
Br10,000. Meanwhile, Mogi-
lev’s Inna Savchuk has a sou-
venir priced at just over $100 
(Br978,000), having won the 
Republican contest to de-
sign the best souvenir for the 
Kupalle festival: Alexandriya 
Gathers Friends. The contest 

organisers — the Culture 
Ministry and the Belarusian 
Chamber for Commerce and 
Industry — set the price, also 
awarding Inna a Grand Prix.

Anna Bryleva, who spe-
cialises in Chamber publi-
cations, is delighted by the 
results of the expert com-
mission (headed by the First 

Deputy Culture Minister, 
Vladimir Karachevsky). 
She explains, “The flower is 
unique, having been made 
with love and care. We’re 
now debating how many to 
produce, as it’s hard to make 
a hundred flowers by hand. 
We’ll probably buy the rights 
from Ms. Savchuk, launching 

industrial production.”
Kupalle wreaths made by 

Tatiana Smolina, from Kh-
oiniki, came second in the 
‘Straw. Wood. Birch Bark’ 
nomination, while a ‘Kupalle-
2013’ ceramic panel was ac-
knowledged the best article 
made from clay, plaster and 
ceramics.

By Olga Pimenova

Belarusian mothers often bal-
ance work and family responsibili-
ties, as notes the Chairman of the 
Young Women’s Christian Associa-
tion NGO, Candidate of Social Sci-
ences Olga Yanchuk. The sociologist 
is also a teaching assistant at the 
Department of Economics and So-
ciology of Labour, at the Belarusian 
State Economic University.

According to Ms. Yanchuk, 
most new wives are eager to show 
their abilities in running the home, 
despite also working, which sets a 
precedent for the marriage. Later 
requests for assistance then fail to 
be taken seriously by husbands. The 
situation is exacerbated by mothers 
taking up to three years maternity 
leave, since they certainly take over 
all household chores while at home; 
on finally returning to work, it’s rare 

for any redistribution of duties to 
occur.

Researchers at the University of 
Bamberg (Germany) estimate that, 
on first living together, 40 percent 
of couples enjoy equal division of 
household duties. After 14 years of 
marriage, husbands tend to cover 
just 14 percent. Their wives are 
partly ‘to blame’ for failing to trust 
their menfolk with certain chores 
while the absence of any negotiation 
leaves the issue undiscussed.

In Britain, it’s estimated that 
women spend around three hours 
a week on chores which their part-
ners are supposed to have already 
completed, undermining their 
menfolk’s confidence; this invari-
ably leads to men giving up cer-
tain jobs in the home. The vast 
majority of partners don’t negoti-
ate over the division of household 
duties: even couples who are ac-

tive supporters of gender equal-
ity. However, Ms. Yanchuk notes 
that negotiations are vital. She 
explains, “You should negotiate 
all work and family plans for the 
day with your husband, discuss-
ing what can be shared and what 
can be done together. This should 
allow husband and wife to appre-
ciate the kinds of work done by 

each, helping them not only to 
share responsibility but to appre-
ciate each other’s contribution.”

She adds, “It’s good to be able 
to rely on relatives for help where 
needed, such as for childcare, but 
you shouldn’t take such help for 
granted. Show appreciation and 
don’t take advantage of their kind-
ness. As for colleagues, discuss 

work rules early on, including 
hours, and make sure that you fol-
low these strictly, without shifting 
your duties onto others. If there is 
a home situation conflicting with 
your presence at work, try to find 
someone to cover you at home 
before letting down colleagues. 
Above all, be realistic about your 
ability to work.”

Time to 
change 
paradoxes
Most couples don’t negotiate over 
division of household chores

Made with love and soul

Ballet captured on 
memorial coins
National Bank introduces 
gold, silver and copper-
nickel commemorative 
‘Belarusian Ballet-2013’ 
coins, marking 80th 
anniversary of Bolshoi 
Opera and Ballet Theatre

The coins are in several 
nominal values, with the face 
depicting the Bolshoi Thea-
tre building and the reverse 
showing People’s Artist of Be-
larus Olga Gaiko in the role 
of Odette-Odile, from Piotr 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake. The 
National Bank of Belarus coins 
are legal tender as well as being 
attractive, detailed, perfectly 
minted artefacts of beauty in 
their own right.

Marka Publishing Centre 
is releasing a jubilee stamp in 
honour of the theatre’s jubilee, 
depicting scenes from opera 
and ballet performances by the 

Bolshoi Theatre. There is also a 
special postal envelope show-
ing the theatre building. The 
stamps portray opera soloists 
Sergey Frankovsky and Oksa-
na Bolkova in Giuseppe Ver-
di’s Nabucco, as well as ballet 
dancers Olga Gaiko and Igor 
Artamonov in Tchaikovsky’s 
Swan Lake.

The Bolshoi Theatre of Be-
larus is celebrating its 80th an-
niversary with a fiery gala-con-
cert at which today’s opera and 
ballet stars will be entertaining, 
alongside world famous mas-
ters. Five maestro conductors 
are also taking part: Victor 
Ploskina, Vyacheslav Volich, 
Nikolay Kolyadko, Ivan Ko-
styakin and Andrey Ivanov. 
The theatre’s chief director, 
Mikhail Pandzhavidze, has or-
ganised the show, which will be 
grand in scale and spectacle.

First spotting session 
organised at Minsk 
National Airport

Plane spotters love to ob-
serve and log the registration 
numbers of aircraft and take 
photos of (or videotape) vari-
ous types of craft. Naturally, 
airports (large and small) are 
the best place for doing so and 
the most advantageous posi-
tion for filming aircraft is un-

der their 
flight path.

T h o s e 
who took part 
in the spot-
ting ses-
sion at Minsk Nation-
al Airport received a unique 
opportunity for daytime and 
evening photography, see-
ing aircraft take-off, land and 
park. Over a hundred spotters 

took part in the event, which 
was dedicated to the 30th an-
niversary of the airport.

Minsk National Airport 
now boasts all necessary 
infrastructure for the fully-

fledged service of 
passenger and cargo 

flights, with a runaway able 
to land all types of aircraft. It 
operates 24 hours a day, and 
45 aircraft can park simulta-
neously. It operates regular 
flights to 42 destinations in 
Europe, Russia, the Middle 
East and other regions.

Planes in all perspectives

Craftsmen acquire 
new registration
Crafts centre with 
amphitheatre being 
built in Grodno as part of 
trans-boundary project

The new Crafts Centre has 
been created for the Revival 
and Preservation of Cultural 
and Historical Heritage in Dau-
gavpils and Grodno project 
— recently approved by the 
Belarusian Government. It is 

being implemented as part of 
the Lithuania-Latvia-Belarus 
programme of trans-boundary 
co-operation, with a total budg-
et of around 1m Euros.

The project also envisages 
the release of brochures enti-
tled The History of Crafts in the 
City of Grodno and Crafts of the 
Grodno Region and the Latgale 
Region, in various languages.
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Traditional Kupalle wreaths become tourist souvenirs

Photo on takeoff

Vital for family members to appreciate each other and share responsibility for decision making


