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Known place of 
seeing exhibits
Belarus hosts its sci-tech expo 
for the first time in Tokyo

The Tokyo International Exhi-
bition Centre is to host a sci-tech 
forum this July as part of the In-
ternational Techno-Frontier-2013 
Exposition of Electronics, Me-
chatronics and Related Industries.

Belarus’ State Science and 
Technology Committee is send-
ing representatives from over 35 
scientific-research, educational 
and academic institutions and en-
terprises to man its 144sq.m pavil-
ion, alongside those from private 
scientific-production companies. 
Over 100 exhibits are to be dem-
onstrated, including mechatron-
ics, electronics, ‘green’ power 
engineering and energy-saving 
technologies.

Within five years, all villages 
should have access to transport for 
school children, enabling them to 
travel to and from their places of 
education safely. In time for the 
new academic year, Minsk Auto-
mobile Works will have manufac-
tured 60 new school buses — 10 for 
each region.

MAZ’s first small school bus ap-
peared two years ago, undergoing 
tests for certification and technical 
trials. Chief bus designer Yury Syr-
okvash tells us that each detail has 
been designed to ensure the safe 
transportation of children. “The 
new model boasts an extendable 
step, seat belts, bag shelving, warn-
ing lights and external loudspeak-
ers, as well as a raised platform at 
the front, to allow a view of all pas-
sengers. Meanwhile, the bus’s top 
speed is set not to exceed 60km/h.”

The buses meet Russian Fed-
eration requirements, with export 
sales in mind, explains Sergey Krel, 
MAZ’s Head of the Passenger Tech-
nology Sales Department. A recent 
presentation in Kazan aroused 
much interest.

Representatives of the Ministry 
for Education and Science of the 
Republic of Tatarstan are also keen 
to purchase the buses: a contract 

for 50 vehicles is being negotiated. 
Meanwhile, the Education Minis-
try of Chuvashia is also showing 
interest. 

The model has already won 
first prize at a competition hosted 
during the World of Buses-2013 
exhibition, in Russian Kolomna.

Domestic school buses 
arriving on schedule
Minsk Automobile Works launches School Bus social project

By Yevgeny Mikhasev

The Belarusian Government has 
signed an agreement with Gazprom 
to run the country’s public and 
municipal transport on natural-
gas-based motor fuel, as the First 
Deputy Prime Minister, Vladimir 
Semashko, explains. The move 
should save money, with Gazprom 
pledging to supply the fuel from 
Russia at no more than half the cost 
of diesel fuel, for ten years.

Even transferring the fuel used 
by a fifth of public and munici-
pal transport will save $175m. Of 
course, necessary infrastructure 
needs to be created, including a net-
work of filling and service stations: 
the first area of focus. Beltransgas 
operates about 30 auto-gas filling 
stations at present, located evenly 
countrywide, so will be expanding 
its network. Equipment to allow ve-
hicles to run on the alternative fuel is 

being purchased from Russia, with a 
production factory to then open at 
a plant in Novogrudok which cur-
rently produces equipment for other 
types of fuel.

The Government has commit-
ted to making the transition in the 

shortest possible time. Russia has 
years of experience in this sphere, so 
the move should go smoothly. In ad-
dition, local production is planned 
for vehicles, including passenger 
cars, running on natural-gas-based 
motor fuel.

Belarusian Government and Gazprom to transfer country’s 
public and municipal transport to gas fuel

Why not, when economic 
benefits are obvious?

Platform 
for business 
contacts
By Veniamin Smirnov

Brussels supports Belarus’ 
proposals to develop Eastern 
Partnership

A Belarusian delegation, 
comprising representatives of the 
Economic Ministry, the Foreign 
Ministry and Belarus’ Perma-
nent Representative to the EU, 
recently took part in a session of 
the Eastern Partnership Platform 
2, in Brussels: Economic Integra-
tion and Convergence with EU 
Policies.

Participants harmonised a 
draft programme for 2014-2015, 
setting out measures to expand 
co-operation in the spheres of 
customs, transport, standardisa-
tion and SMEs. Members upheld 
Belarus’ suggestion to strengthen 
the business dimension of the 
Eastern Partnership and to hold 
more forums and other events to 
support direct contacts between 
business circles.

Prospects for partner states to 
join the EU’s Programme for the 
Competitiveness of Enterprises 
and SMEs (COSME) were also 
discussed.

Partners 
working 
together
Belarusian Potash Company to 
raise profile on global market

Prospects for co-operation were 
recently discussed by the President 
of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, 
on meeting Uralkali shareholder 
Suleiman Kerimov — a member 
of the Federation Council of the 
Federal Assembly of the Russian 
Federation. “Any attempt to act 
separately will only harm Uralkali 
and Belaruskali — especially now 
that we’ve created a single company 
making potash fertilisers,” asserted 
Mr. Lukashenko.

“We won’t conceal that we’ll 
strengthen our efforts to reach uni-
ty on the potash market.” Mr. Lu-
kashenko emphasises that Belarus 
is ready to listen to any offers from 
Russian partners in this sphere.

Agreements 
intensified by 
endeavours
Investment contracts worth 
$130m signed at Gomel 
Economic Forum

Eleven investment treaties and 
protocols on intentions were signed 
at the Forum, hosted by the city on 
the River Sozh, by the Chairman of 
the Regional Executive Committee, 
Vladimir Dvornik, on behalf of lo-
cal authorities. Major investment 
projects are to be soon implemented 
in the region, including over $7m 
invested in the production of dosim-
eters for pharmaceutical companies 
and cosmetics producers by a Ger-
man company, creating over 70 new 
jobs. A Russian company plans to 
invest nearly $6m in the construc-
tion of a crushed stone plant in the 
Lelchitsy District, while an Israeli 
company intends to inject $26m into 
the construction of a pig breeding 
farm in the Vetka District. Business-
men from Ukraine and Syria also 
have plans to invest seriously in the 
regional economy. 

A four-partite co-operative 
agreement to develop Gomel’s Pole-
sie-Lelchitsy Industrial Park has 
also been signed, dealing with the 
production of mineral resources 
and the construction of the Polesie 
railway. Documents were signed 
by representatives of the Gomel 
Regional Executive Committee, 
the Construction and Architecture 
Ministry, Belarusian Railways and 
the Triple Company.

In total, representatives of 25 
countries took part in the Gomel 
Economic Forum, being held for the 
tenth time.

IT workers boast highest 
salaries in Belarus

Those employed in the sphere 
of computing lead in terms of aver-
age salary: in April 2013, $1,400 in 
equivalent.

According to the National Sta-
tistical Committee of Belarus, the 
next highest average salaries in 

April were linked to such indus-
tries as the production of coke, 
oil products and nuclear materi-
als ($1,260), alongside the extrac-
tion of fossil fuels ($1,160). Air 
transport workers received $1,100 
on average in April while those in-
volved in the chemical industry are 
ranked fifth, earning around $980.

Between January and April 
2013, salaries rose most in the con-
struction and mining industries, 
as well as in the sphere of mineral 
resource extraction (compared to 
the same period of 2011). In April 
2013, real salaries increased by 
almost 25 percent (against April 
2012).

IT sphere takes evident lead

Cheaper to refill with gas-based fuel

Comfortable buses to transport children to school
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