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Among best 
athletes 
worldwide
By Igor Grishin

Belarusian athletes qualify 
for finals of 2013 Modern 
Pentathlon World Cup, being 
ranked among top 40 after 
fourth stage of World Cup in 
Budapest

Belarus will be sending Anna 
Vasilenok, Tatiana Yelizarova and 
Roman Pinchuk to the Interna-
tional Union of Modern Pen-
tathlon’s World Cup finals. The 
event is being hosted by Nizhny 
Novgorod (Russia) from May 30th 
to June 3rd, with the Belarusian 
team performing in the mixed 
relay. They came first in this dis-
cipline at the third stage of the 
World Cup, in Chinese Chengdu, 
while Tatiana Yelizarova (ranked 
28th worldwide) was also selected 
for women’s individual events. 

Anna Vasilenok and Roman 
Pinchuk are expected to do well in 
the mixed relay, despite failing to 
claim medals in Budapest.

All stages of the World Cup 
are finished for this year, with just 
three Belarusian athletes qualify-
ing for the finals. The rest of the 
national team are now preparing 
for the European Championship, 
being hosted by Poland, and the 
World Championship, in Chi-
nese Taipei. Margarita Maseikova 
(ranked 1st in Belarus) and Yekat-
erina Orel (ranked 6th) are taking 
part in the 2013 European Junior 
Championship, hosted by Buda-
pest.

During the World Cup finals 
in Nizhny Novgorod, the Chair-
man of the Belarusian Federation 
of Modern Pentathlon, Nikolay 
Ivanchenko, plans to sign agree-
ments on co-operation with the 
Russian Modern Pentathlon Fed-
eration.

By Yegor Glebov

Belarusian hockey team 
head coach Andrey Skabelka 
comments on national 
squad’s 14th place at World 
Championship in Stockholm

“Our 12 players made their debut 
in Stockholm; they made their faces 
known while having the chance to 
see how they matched up. Our goal-
keeper, Vitaly Belinsky, could become 
our number one player in the future. 
In fact, there were many positive mo-
ments. Early on in the championship, 
we played well against the Czechs, 
despite losing, and managed to de-
feat Slovenia. We played even better 
against Sweden, although we lost; 
our play was really quite perfect but 
youth was dominated by experience. 
For most, it was their first top level 
event and their heavy schedule also 
tired them. After a three day break, 
we played Canada, then Norway 
and Denmark. In the first half of the 
match against the Danes, our exhaus-
tion was evident. We deserved our 
three points at the championship but 

could have done better against Den-
mark,” admits Mr. Skabelka.

Speaking of the Belarusian team’s 
tactics at the championship, the head 
coach stresses that, to succeed, one 
or two experienced team members 
are needed. The Czech team trans-
formed on gaining Tomáš Plekanec, 
from Montreal, and has had 12 NHL 
players to date. Norway can hardly be 
called weak, while Belarus currently 

lacks such players. Over the past year, 
our squad has only won one match 
(of seven). Interestingly, the differ-
ence in scored and missed goals re-
mains steady: in 2012, this stood at 
11-23 and, this year, is 10-21.

However, a year ago, our team 
had an almost ideal line-up; now, it 
boasts ten novice players, making it 
the ‘youngest’ in Stockholm, with an 
average age of under 25.

By Igor Leshin

Victoria Azarenko loses to 
world number one Serena 
Williams in the final of tennis 
tournament in Rome, with a 
prize fund of 3.2m Euros

Serena Williams made a break in 
the maiden game and took the ini-
tiative not letting Victoria Azarenko 
dictate the pace. Serena Williams 
won all her serves ending the first 
set 6-1 in a dominating fashion.

With the start of the second set, 
a more consistent struggle was seen 
on the court. However, with the 
score 3-2 for Serena Williams once 
again took other’s pitch and led 4-
2. To the credit of the Belarusian, 
she didn’t drop her hands and im-
mediately won a point on the pitch 
of American tennis players. But in 
the next long game, she surrendered 
again to the opponent. The draw 
of the last points of the game was 
fleeting. The second set was com-
pleted with the score 6-3 for Ser-
ena Williams, and together with it 
the match, which lasted 1 hour 33 
minutes.

Victoria Azarenko lost to Serena 
Williams the 12th match of the 14 in 
which they met each other in a tour-
nament held under the WTA aegis. 
In her turn, the world number one 
equalised the score in her personal 
meetings in matches against Aza-
renko this year. The transatlantic 
athlete took a revenge for her fail-
ure in the final of the tournament 
in Doha, where the Belarusian cel-
ebrated victory.

By Dmitry Baranovsky

This responsible start (in the 
previous years) represented double 
responsibility for this year’s entrants. 
After the Olympic Games in London 
many teams have drastically changed 
their lines-up and the struggle for the 
place under the capricious gymnastic 
sun only begins. The future European 
Championship should dot all the ‘i’s, 
so the World Cup stage in Minsk be-
came a general rehearsal of the major 
start. The struggle on the carpet was 
super-intensive.

Of course, Melitina Stanyuta was 
in the limelight. After Lyubov Cher-
kashina finished her professional 
career the girl, who showed prom-
ise just recently, became an absolute 
leader of the Belarusian squad. Meli-
tina confirmed this status with two 
victories and a bronze medal in the 
all-round event during the Grand 
Prix in Minsk. Meanwhile, we could 
have had more awards if Melitina 
hadn’t lost the ball and the hoop. Of 
course, she was very upset, yet these 
mistakes are only a sad episode. Meli-
tina’s true class is no longer a secret 
for either her fans or judges.

Meanwhile, her teammates are 
much more intriguing and mysteri-
ous characters: Yekaterina Galkina, 
Maria Kadobina and Arina Sharapa. 
None of representatives of the new 
generation of Belarusian rhythmic 
gymnasts managed to enter the med-
als podium yet their major task was 
to earn the authority rather than 
awards. The recognition by oppo-
nents means a lot in gymnastics and 

the Belarusian graces have managed 
to do a solid claim for the future. 
Even head coach of the Russian na-
tional team Irina Vinner – one of the 
most authoritative figures in contem-
porary gymnastics, noted promising 
prospects of prize-holder of the Jun-
ior Olympic Games, Arina Sharapa, 
when musing on the prospects of 
this sport. Nevertheless, the Russian 
national squad is still a favourite on 
the carpet. The team, which was left 

without its leaders (Yevgenia Kanae-
va and Darya Dmitrieva) in Minsk 
was again first in all competitions. It’s 
likely that this tendency will preserve 
for the whole Olympic cycle.

The Belarusian youngsters are 
doing just their first steps to the 
peak in personal competitions, get-
ting Melitina Stanyuta to defend the 
country’s honour, while our squad 
demonstrated good results in group 
exercises, where two experienced 

athletes were joined by yesterday’s 
juniors. They came second in the 
all-round winning the exercise with 
two balls and three ribbons. “By the 
World Championship the Belarusian 
national team will represent a sin-
gle and harmonious squad,” prom-
ises head coach Irina Leparskaya at a 
press conference. Anyway, the Bela-
rusian girls do have their well-coor-
dinated team now and they are sure 
to win many medals in future.

Melitina Stanyuta and 
her team perform well
Belarusian athletes climb medals podium five times during Rhythmic 
Gymnastics World Cup, hosted by Minsk

Results of championship in the 
disfavour of team and its game

Victoria gradually 
gaining shape
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Victoria Azarenko in action

Tense situation during the match against team of Switzerland

Melitina Stanyuta and the her team show a great performance as always


