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Launch 
of new 
‘Emergency 
Response 
Centre’
The European 
Commission has 
launched its Emergency 
Response Centre or ERC 
in Brussels. The aim 
is to provide a better 
coordinated, faster and 
more efficient response 
when disaster strikes in 
Europe and the rest of 
the world.

One of the roles of the 
Emergency Response Centre 
is to provide early warning 
about upcoming disasters. 
The President of the European 
Commission, Jose Manuel 
Barroso says the ERC will be 
capable of dealing with up to 
three simultaneous emergen-
cies in different time zones.

The new unit has been put 
together, taking into account 
the 10 years experience of its 
predecessor, the Monitor-
ing and Information Centre 
(MIC). However, the Emer-
gency Response Centre, plans 
to increase its response with 
specialised aircrafts and search 
and rescue teams that can be 
deployed at short notice.

The ERC will coordinate 
with the 27 EU member states 
as well as Croatia, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia, Iceland, Lichtenstein and 
Norway, who all participate in 
the EU Civil Protection Mech-
anism, to provide life saving 
action.

The demonstration was 
held as EU Ministers were 
meeting to finalise the new 
policy which has been on 
the table for the past two 
years. Tony Long, the Di-
rector of WWF Europe, 
said, “We want Fisheries 

Ministers to say that the 
practice of throwing live 
fish or even dead fish back 
over the side of the boat, 
what’s called discards, that 
that practice has got to 
stop.”

Under the umbrella ‘All 

Aboard!’, NGOs including 
Birdlife, Fish Fight, Green-
peace, Oceana, Ocean 
2012, Paintafish and the 
WWF warn that overfish-
ing remains a grave prob-
lem. The WWF has warned 
that unless action is taken, 

stocks of over-fished spe-
cies like Mediterranean 
bluefin tuna and Atlantic 
cod risk becoming unsus-
tainable.

The UK government 
said the deal was good 
for ‘the health of the seas’, 

while EU Fisheries Com-
missioner Maria Damanaki 
was ‘broadly satisfied’. The 
fishing industry had faced 
the threat of further auto-
matic cuts as part of the 
EU’s Cod Plan. It argued 
the cuts were unnecessary 
because of a doubling of 
cod stocks.

The agreement, reached 
after three days of talks, al-
lows for catch levels to in-
crease for some white fish 
stocks off the west of Scot-
land, the English Channel 
and Irish Sea. The scale of 
cuts proposed by the Euro-
pean Commission for other 
stocks has been reduced. 
Plans to reduce further 
the number of fishing days 
at sea were resisted by EU 
ministers. The issue of cod 
catch levels next year re-
mained unresolved ahead 
of talks with Norway. As a 
result, the plan for a 20 per-
cent reduction in cod quo-
tas for 2013 is still on the 
table. The Scottish govern-
ment said the agreement 
was better than the indus-
try might have expected.

The fishing industry 
has given a largely positive 
reaction to the deal.

Japan’s economy, the 
third largest in the world, 
expanded at its quickest 
pace in a year, showing 
signs of an economic 
recovery

Gross domestic product 
grew 0.9 percent in the three 
months to March compared 
to the previous quarter, in-
dicating an annualised rate 
of 3.5 percent. Japan grew at 
a rate of 1 percent at the end 
of 2012 as it emerged from a 
recession. Analysts said it was 
a good report card for Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s aggres-
sive stimulus measures.

“The Japanese economy is 
on the right track to recovery,” 
said Hideki Matsumura, from 
the Japan Research Institute. 
He cited a jump in individual 
spending on the back of a ral-
ly in Japanese stocks, as well 
as recovering exports, as the 
main reasons. 

The policy shift is aimed 
at beating deflation, which Ja-
pan’s economy has been suf-
fering for almost two decades. 
Falling prices deter business 
and consumers from spend-
ing as they tend to hold out 
for a better deal. The central 
bank has therefore pumped 

trillions of yen into the mon-
ey supply, pushing down the 
currency’s value. That has 
helped exporters, making 
Japanese firm more competi-
tive in overseas markets and 
increasing the value of their 
repatriated profits. The yen 
has lost about one quarter of 
its value since November last 
year, and that has also lead to 
a huge rally in Japanese stocks 
as investors rush to take ad-
vantage of bigger earnings 
potential for companies. The 
main Nikkei 225 index has 
risen 45 percent this year.

However some analysts 
were more cautious, ques-
tioning whether the recov-
ery could be sustained. They 
pointed at company spend-
ing, which fell 0.7 percent 
in the three months despite 
expectations of an increase. 
Some analysts said it was a 
sign that despite improved 
business sentiment Japanese 
companies were still hesitant 
to boost investment. Con-
vincing companies to spend 
is a key part of Mr. Abe’s plan 
to pull the country out of de-
flation.

A 1968 oil painting by 
German artist Gerhard 
Richter has set a new 
record in New York for 
the highest auction price 
achieved by a work by a 
living artist

Richter’s photo-painting 
Domplatz, Mailand (Cathe-
dral Square, Milan) sold for 
$37.1 million (£24.4 million) 
at the sale. Tobias Meyer of 
Sotheby’s called the price 
‘a major accomplishment’. 
Richter, 81, also held the pre-
vious record for the top price 
fetched at auction by a liv-
ing artist. His abstract paint-
ing, Abstraktes Bild, sold for 
£21.3m in 2012.

Sotheby’s described Dom-

platz, Mailand, which depicts 
a cityscape painted in a style 
that suggests a blurred pho-
tograph, as a ‘masterpiece 
of 20th Century art’ and the 
‘epitome’ of the artist’s 1960s 

photo-painting canon. The 
price achieved was more than 
10 times as much as the then-
record $3.5m (£2.3m) it com-
manded at Sotheby’s in Lon-
don 15 years ago.

Demonstrators demand that 
Brussels outlaws fish discards
A coalition of NGOs has organised a demonstration in Brussels calling for the practice 
of discarding dead fish to be banned as part of the new EU Common Fisheries Policy

Japan’s economy 
shows recovery
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Painting breaks record

Nokia has announced a 
revamped version of its 
flagship smartphone, 
ditching built-in support 
for wireless charging

The Lumia 925 — un-
veiled in London — is lighter 
as a result, addressing a com-
mon complaint about the 
Lumia 920. The firm has also 
upgraded the device’s camera, 
saying this is the first time 
such a complex technology 

has been put in a handset. 
The launch comes a week af-
ter several investors criticised 
Nokia’s strategy at its annual 
general meeting.

Some suggested the de-
cision to offer the Windows 
Phone operating system only 
on its top-end phones had put 
it at a disadvantage against ri-
vals whose bestselling mod-
els are powered by Android. 
However, Chief Executive 

Stephen Elop said the deci-
sion to focus on Microsoft’s 
software gave his firm the 
best opportunity to ‘compete 
with competitors like Sam-
sung’. The firm said the new 
model would initially go on 
sale in Europe and China in 
June, followed by the US and 
other markets.

Nokia describes the Lu-
mia 925 as a ‘new interpreta-
tion’ of its predecessor.

‘New interpretation’ of Lumia
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