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By Vasily Kharitonov

President of Belarus Alex-
ander Lukashenko in Minsk 
spoke at the ceremony which 
launched the construction of 
Magistr residential complex 
for scientific and creative in-
telligentsia.

“Prices for this hous-
ing will be rather affordable. 
For instance, payment for 
state-owned rented hous-
ing in the houses near the 
ring road where this district 
is being built will be half of 
that paid for a rented flat. 
However, we’re not going to 
throw around square metres 
constructed using budgetary 
money. Flats in rented houses 
will be given to specialists — 
needed for the country — in 
line with organisations’ ap-
plications, as was previously 
with service housing. I refer 
to the housing which will be 
constructed using state funds. 
Meanwhile, all self-financing 
enterprises — state and pri-
vately-owned — are obliged 
to build rented housing and 
these should be given this 
task,” emphasised the Belaru-
sian President.

The attention towards 
Magistr isn’t accidental. This 
is a residential district — con-
structed upon the instruction 
of the President — will ac-
commodate scientists, teach-
ers, cultural workers.

Mr. Lukashenko remarked 
that at recent meetings with 
students and artists of the 
Kupala Theatre he was asked 
to help in resolving the most 
urgent problem — the short-
age of housing. “We didn’t 

want to delay the solution of 
this problem and today we 
are starting the construction 
of the Magistr residential 
estate for scientific and crea-
tive intelligentsia,” noted the 
President.

Reporting to the Presi-
dent on the fulfilment of his 
instruction, the Chairman 
of the Minsk City Executive 
Committee, Nikolai Ladutko, 
noted that a whole range of 
sites was under consideration. 
The choice of the ground — 
stretching from the ring road 

to the northern and eastern 
borders of the landscape and 
recreational zone along Sko-
rina Street — is reasonable. 
There’re 800m to the metro 
and the National Library is 
located nearby, as well as stu-
dent hostels and educational 
buildings of the Belarusian 
National Technical Univer-
sity. Everything here corre-
sponds to the interests and 
aspirations of would-be new 
occupants and the pit for the 
first house is already ready.

In the end of the year, 

first house-warming events 
will take place. In total, over 
2,000 families will live in the 
Magistr district which should 
be ready for July 2015. The 
peculiarity of the district, 
whose creation will cost over 
Br500bn, is that all housing 
here will be rented. It means 
that a young specialist, who 
has no money to buy their 
own flat, can rent it from the 
state at an affordable price. 
After creating families, they 
won’t have to live in their par-
ents’ flat or give the whole sal-

ary for a rented flat. A person 
will live in comfortable con-
ditions and collect money for 
the construction of their own 
housing. Previously, a young 
specialist could only dream of 
such an opportunity.

Mr. Lukashenko un-
derlined during the solemn 
ceremony that the start of 
the construction of Magistr 
marks a new approach to im-
plementing housing policy in 
Belarus. “We are starting the 
implementation of the prom-
ising national project to build 

state-owned rented homes. 
This seemingly routine ar-
rival of the President at the 
construction site is a histori-
cal event because from here 
we will start the global con-
struction of rented homes. 
It is a new form that has not 
been developed in Belarus 
while other countries have 
been building such homes 
for a long time already. It is a 
modern European way and a 
decent alternative to the pri-
vate housing market with its 
unrestrained prices”.

Yet speaking about the 
construction of rented homes, 
Mr. Lukashenko underlined 
that the construction of pub-
lic welfare homes for certain 
population categories will be 
continued. “We’ll help those 
who have three and more 
children. We’ll help fami-
lies with many children with 
housing without any queues. 
Our obligation is also to help 
the military,” said the Belaru-
sian leader.

The construction of Mag-
istr will be financed using the 
funds of the Republican and 
local budget. Moreover, 300-
500 flats will be paid by the 
Hi-Tech Park which will be 
available for renting to em-
ployees of the HTP resident 
companies. Isn’t it a good 
example for other organisa-
tions and enterprises whose 
employees need housing? The 
President believes that such 
practice should be spread 
countrywide. “All self-financ-
ing enterprises — state and 
privately-owned — should 
construct rented housing,” 
stressed the President.

House-warming to take place
In the current five-year plan it’s planned to construct at least 1m sq.m of rented housing

By Yury Chernyakevich

We tend to associate sand-
wiches with food but ‘sandwich-
panels’ are used in the construc-
tion of energy-efficient residential 
buildings, as presented by Bel-
PromEnergo at the international 
exposition, with support from 
the Belarusian State University. 
They help insulate homes, reduc-
ing the cost of heating. The Bela-
rusian State University design has 
already won a number of prestig-
ious international awards and 
is being widely applied in new 
building across Belarus.

The forum focused on en-
ergy efficiency, with various Be-

larusian and foreign companies 
showing their latest, innovative 
products. The international trend 
for eco-friendly goods brought 
over 200 enterprises to the event, 
from twelve countries: a record 
number. One privately owned 
company, based in Mogilev, 
showed a mini-plant for clean-
ing waste water, while another 
displayed a hot air heat convec-
tor which runs on sawdust. So-
lar panels being used to power 
energy efficient homes in Minsk 
were also on show, alongside arti-
ficial emeralds (produced by Be-
larusian scientists), new methods 
for processing recyclable materi-
als, and new models of machine 

tools. The bureau chief of the 
‘Center’ production association, 
at the National Academy of Sci-
ences, Alexander Lyapko, notes 
that such tools are greatly accel-
erating production volumes. Last 
year, the Academy of Engineer-
ing Sciences in Belarus produced 
goods worth more than half a bil-
lion dollars.

The Ministry of Architecture 
and Construction presented an 
energy-efficient home at the fo-
rum, showing how to save huge 
amounts of thermal energy 
through the use of super-thermal 
glazing, individual systems of 
ventilation and heating materials 
which ‘resist’ the cold. 

The next stand presented a 
private company’s balance for 
weighing vehicles — even those 
made by BelAZ — as noted 
their representative, Valery. The 
Belarusian Automobile Works 
provided samples, so demonstra-
tions could be achieved. Their 90-
tonne capacity dump truck was 
so huge that children could walk 
under its 3m tall wheels.

BelAZ was a major force at the 
event, joining other enterprises 
in giving talks, presentations and 
technical advice. Naturally, such 
meetings led to some agreements 
being signed and investors com-
ing forward, fulfilling the pur-
pose of the grand forum. 

Scales for BelAZ 
or purpose of 
sandwich-panels
Held in Minsk Belarusian Industrial Forum 
gathers record number of participants
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Solar panels are essential

Today, one can weigh even such giants as BelAZ

Rented housing to become more freely available


