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Charlotte 
Bronte’s rare 
poem sold at 
auction
A manuscript of a poem written 
by British author Charlotte 
Bronte has been sold at auction 
for £92,450

The work, titled I’ve Been Wan-
dering in the Greenwoods, was ex-
pected to fetch between £40,000 and 
£45,000. It was written in 1829 when 
she was just 13 years old. The writ-
ing is so small the poem is difficult 
to read without a magnifying glass. 
Auctioneers Bonhams said the man-
uscript had been bought by an un-
known buyer from abroad. It have 
attracted a huge amount of interest 
from around the world.

Ms Bronte wrote the poem at her 
home in Haworth, West Yorkshire. 
It is signed C Bronte and dated De-
cember 14th, 1829. The poem was 
published in a family literary maga-
zine, which she was editing at the 
time. Her brother and sisters also 
contributed to the publication.

Luxembourg 
and Austria 
joins EU 
talks to crack 
down on bank 
secrecy
Luxembourg has said it will 
water down its banking secrecy 
laws after pressure from its EU 
partners

It comes amid a Europe-wide 
effort to crack down on tax evasion 
as governments across the continent 
try to balance their books. Jean-
Claude Juncker, the country’s Prime 
Minister, told MPs that the time had 
come for a change. 

Banking secrecy helped Luxem-
bourg establish itself as a key finan-
cial centre. The industry is about 22 
times the size of the country’s econ-
omy. The changes come into effect 
from January 1, 2015 and will apply 
only to EU citizens.

The Austrian government has 
decided to join Luxembourg for 
talks with the European Union on 
softening its stance on coveted bank 
secrecy. Announcing the measures, 
Austria’s Chancellor Werner Fay-
man said to be able to act more 
quickly and efficiently, more action 
is needed to fight tax havens and tax 
fraud. Faymann, a Social Democrat, 
stressed that Austrians’ domestic 
bank accounts would remain shield-
ed from the taxman’s prying eye, 
but foreigners’ wealth in local banks 
could face unprecedented scrutiny if 
the talks with Brussels go well.

The co-ordinated protests were 
designed to press Congress to act 
as senators negotiate an immigra-
tion reform bill. In Washington 
DC cheering crowds gathered out-
side the Capitol, and more than 
1,000 demonstrated in Atlanta. 
Lawmakers are expected soon to 
unveil a bill that would grant a 
path to legal status for undocu-
mented immigrants. The push for 
immigration reform follows an 
election in which Hispanic voters 
overwhelmingly supported Presi-
dent Barack Obama and Demo-
cratic candidates.

Most of the estimated 11 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants 
in the US are Hispanic, and mem-
bers of the Republican Party have 
acknowledged they must support 
some kind of immigration deal if 
they hope to win more Hispanic 
votes, analysts say. The demonstra-
tors included farm labourers, do-
mestic workers, union leaders and 
immigration activists. Organisers 
in Washington DC said about 400 
coaches brought people into the 
US capital for the rally in favour of 
immigration reform.

In the halls of the US Senate, 
a bipartisan group of senators is 
close to a deal on legislation that 

would require tough border secu-
rity measures to be in place before 
undocumented immigrants could 
gain legal status. It would also 
enable tens of thousands of legal 
immigrants to come to the US un-
der a guest worker programme. 
Groups favouring stricter immi-
gration laws say the reforms under 

consideration would exacerbate 
financial problems for state and 
local governments and would lead 
to higher levels of illegal immigra-
tion.

The bill is expected to be un-
veiled within days and it could 
proceed to a vote before the Me-
morial Day holiday weekend at the 

end of May. The US has not under-
taken a major push to reform the 
immigration system since 2007, 
when a bipartisan bill failed in the 
Senate. In 2010, Congress debated 
but did not approve the Dream 
Act, which would have given legal 
status to some young immigrants 
who came to the US as children.

The 12th edition of the Volvo 
Ocean Race in 2014 will be 
the longest ever, after Race 
CEO Knut Frostad announced 
recently a route taking in 10 
cities in nine countries and 
lasting almost nine months

The full race distance will be 
39,895 nautical miles and will see 
the teams sail their newly construct-
ed boats from the Race’s home in 
Alicante on October 4, 2014 before 
heading to Recife, Abu Dhabi, San-
ya, Auckland, Itajai, Newport and 
Rhode Island. Lorient will be the pe-
nultimate Host Port along the route 
and will come immediately after Lis-
bon, as it did in the last edition, and 
before the grand finale, which this 
time will be in Gothenburg in June, 
2015.

The route will take in 10 cities in 
nine countries — Spain, Brazil, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, China, New Zea-
land, United States, Portugal, France 
and Sweden — and will require 
the teams to cover 39,895 nautical 
miles — equivalent to 45,910 miles 
or 73,886 kilometres. The Race will 
start on October 4, 2014 and finish 
with a final In-Port Race on June 27, 
2015 in Gothenburg.

The start of the race will see the 
brand new Volvo Ocean 65 racing 
boats sail from Alicante in Spain to 
Recife on the north east tip of Bra-

zil over 3,421 nm. From there, the 
teams will sail the longest leg of the 
race, making their first dive into the 
Southern Ocean on their way to Abu 
Dhabi (9,707 nm) before heading to 
Sanya in China (4,670 nm).

As in the last race, the boats will 
sail from Sanya to Auckland, New 
Zealand (5,264 nm). From the City 
of Sails they will leave for Itajaí in 
Brazil (6,776 nm) before going north 
to Newport, Rhode Island in the 
United States (5,010 nm). The teams 
will then cross the Atlantic to Lisbon 
(2,800 nm) and stop in Lorient (647 
nm) before the final run to the finish 
around the British Isles to Gothen-
burg (1,600 nm).

“This route has never really been 

part of any ocean race any time be-
fore,” said Volvo Ocean Race CEO 
Knut Frostad. “And when you have 
that element there’s a new strategy, 
there’s new challenges for the sailors. 
That is exciting, not only for us but 
for the sailors.”

Lorient, the Breton city on the 
west coast of France, hosted the Race 
for the first time in 2011-12 and 
provided an incredible spectacle for 
fans. French team Groupama sailed 
into Lorient as winners of the pe-
nultimate leg from Lisbon and had 
another emotional success in the 
In-Port Race. The team skippered by 
Franck Cammas went on to seal their 
debut victory in the Volvo Ocean 
Race at the finish line in Galway.

Tens of thousands at US 
immigration reform rallies
Tens of thousands of demonstrators rally across the USA in a mass call for 
citizenship for millions of undocumented immigrants

Volvo Ocean Race unveils 
the longest ever route

Hi-def TV on 
the horizon
The MIPTV Fair has been held 
in Cannes and spotlit the latest 
developments in television. 
High definition television 
(4K) and 3D attracted lots of 
attention. Huge screens up 
to 84 inches were on display. 
At around 20,000 Euros, they 
are expensive, but of course 
prices are bound to fall as the 
technology goes mainstream.

Mathieu Corradini, the Cat-
egory Manager at LG Electronics 
France, explained, “We have reso-
lution which is twice as defined as 
traditional high definition images. 
We really do have two times 1920 
× 1080, which today achieves 4K. 
Four thousand lines on the screen. 
The other advantage of this screen is 
that it has a Magic Remote Control, 
which gets you into the Smart Menu 
of a connected i-television where 
you can launch various applications 
if you’re connected to the internet. 
via a service used by our partners 
and us.”

Talking about shooting in 3D, 
Director Véronique Legendre said, 
“Firstly we use two cameras instead 
of one, which are for preference be-
side each other, the same distance 
apart as your eyes. So it’s quite a 
complex calculation. And from an 
artistic point of view it is true that 
the choice of script and of images 
isn’t exactly the same. I mean for 
example we always try to find shots 
which will magnify the 3D effect and 
really emphasize it.”

USA faces co-ordinated protests against immigration reform


