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Men prefer 
phones 
and tablets 
to cologne
By Andrey Pelevin

Men prefer to receive 
mobile phones, 
laptops and tablets as 
gifts, rather than the 
traditional bottle of 
cologne, according to 
a survey conducted by 
Romir Research Holding 
on the eve of February 
23rd: Defender of the 
Fatherland Day

In fact, 8 percent of re-
spondents mentioned a cell 
phone as the best gift, with 
6 percent ideally wishing to 
receive a laptop or tablets. 
Another 6 percent would 
prefer to receive money 
while 7 percent of respond-
ents are more romantic, be-
ing content with a candlelit 
dinner. Meanwhile, 4 percent 
of men would be happy with 
a wristwatch, 3 percent think 
of a shaving kit and 2 percent 
fancy a guided tour.

Various amusing or ter-
rible gifts were recalled, with 
the most commonly disap-
pointing gift being socks (13 
percent). Men are also puz-
zled by such gifts as greeting 
cards (5 percent), flowers (4 
percent) and underwear (2 
percent). Just 22 percent of 
those surveyed said they’d 
never received a disappoint-
ing gift. 

By Anna Poletovskaya

The nature of the labour 
market is changing rapidly, 
with technology allowing us 
to work from any location in 
the world, as long as we can 
gain access to the Internet. 
Our modern world is full of 
freelancers and, according 
to experts, their number is 
likely to keep growing.

Remote working
In many countries, par-

ticularly in the USA, 
about a quarter of the 
economically active 
population are self-
employed freelancers. 
RABOTA.TUT.BY’s re-
cent survey of over 800 
people found that only 
45 percent of respond-
ents had no experience 
of freelance work, while 
96 percent are keen to 
work freelance in fu-
ture. 14 percent of 
respondents are 
currently working 
as freelancers, and 
22 percent some-
times work for other 
companies. Mean-
while, 10 percent had 
taken freelance jobs 
previously.

Naturally, people are 
anxious to retain some job 
security, so most are reluc-
tant to take the leap into 
freelancing work, preferring 
steady employment. Inter-
estingly, 17 percent plan to 
retrain in some other spe-
ciality; most often, those 
working as accountants 
or lawyers, administrative 
staff and those in the fields 
of production and sales are 
keen to change profession. 
Only 16 percent of respond-
ents said they felt ready to 

rely on freelancing as their 
only source of income.

Teach me
Many freelancing posi-

tions are connected to design 
and graphics, writing and ed-
iting, photography and film, 
Internet marketing, program-
ming, transla-

tion, advertising 
and marketing.

“More remote working 
professionals are appearing 
all the time but the market is 
far from saturated, as there is 
so much work out there,” em-
phasises Belarusian freelancer 
Marina Pavlova. “Many jobs 
can be done from any loca-
tion, so why tie yourself to an 
unnecessary commute, which 
wastes time. The creative pro-

fessions of design and jour-
nalism are the most common 
for freelancers but, obviously, 
it’s not an easy way of earning 
your income.”

Of course, there are dis-
advantages to working free-
lance, the most significant of 
which is the lack 
of a steady 

income and ‘social protec-
tion’. Moreover, you need to be 
self-motivated, often seeking 
out short-term contracts. The 
advantages include greater 
flexibility in your working 
schedule, the ability to work 
from home, and the abil-
ity to choose projects. “Not 
everyone can do this, and it’s 
not only a matter of having a 
suitable profession,” notes the 

Director of HeadHunter Bela-
rus, Svetlana Shaporova. “You 
need to be strict with yourself, 
organising your time, working 
environment 
and life! 
It’s a 

challenge to find a 
routine that works for you 
and there’s no guarantee of 
income, insurance or verified 
contracts. Absolutely every-
thing is your personal respon-
sibility.”

By the way…
American Jack Nilles was 

the first to research the phe-
nomenon of remote working 

and has since tried to promote 
it. In 1972 he invented and in-
troduced into general use the 
term ‘teleworking’ (telecom-

muting). He showed that 
professionals work-
ing from home can 
display even greater 

efficiency than 
they do in the 

office. Obvi-
ously, the 

country’s 
e c o n o m y 
can only 

benefit from the 
saving of time usually 

spent commuting. In Western 
countries, it’s not unusual for 
people to spend hours travel-
ling from their homes in the 
suburbs into the major cit-
ies. Naturally, in encouraging 
people to work from home, 
it also alleviates the strain on 
pubic transport and the roads, 
with knock-on effects for the 
environment. Needless to 
say, avoiding travel also saves 
workers a fair amount of mon-
ey annually. 

Working from home
Why do even more Belarusians want to work as freelancers

Choosing 
the best
Russia, Ukraine, Bulgaria, 
Greece and Egypt among 
top five for Belarusian 
tourists

Last year, Russia, Ukraine, 
Bulgaria, Greece, Egypt, Spain, 
Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Tur-
key and the Czech Republic 
were the most visited foreign 
countries by Belarusians, ac-
counting for almost 90 percent 
of all holiday trips abroad.

The number of outbound 
tourists very much outnum-
bers those incoming: four to 
one last year. However, there 
were six to one in 2005. Russia 
and Ukraine remain the lead-
ers among CIS states for the 
number of organised tourists 
travelling to Belarus.

Germany, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, the UK and 
Turkey lead among non-CIS 
visitors, accounting for 63 per-
cent of the total from beyond 
the CIS last year. In 2012, the 
average duration of stay for 
foreign tourists in Belarus was 
four days.

Room entirely made of 
chocolate to appear in 
Minsk shopping centre

The 3 walled room is be-
ing ‘built’ from 600 kilograms 
of black, milk and white 
chocolate, measuring 15-20 
square metres in area, and 
about 50 interior items: forks, 
spoons, a rug and, even, a full 
sized table with chairs. The 

floor and walls will be made 
from chocolate, with one wall 
covered in wallpaper, featur-
ing sweet pictures.

European masters are tak-
ing just under a week to cre-
ate the installation, which will 
be free to view by the public. 
Sadly, no one will be able to 
enter, as the floor will be too 
fragile.

By Irina Rutnikova

Private plans to convert 
Soveiki Palace and Park 
Estate, in the Brest 
Region’s Lyakhovichi 
District, into a hotel 

Two years ago, there were 
attempts to sell the beautiful 
late 18th-early 19th century 
estate at auction for $400,000. 
Of course, over the past 24 
months, buildings have fallen 
into worse repair, being left 
empty. It’s hard to recognise 
the old sanatorium and hos-
pital.

Recently, an investor was 
found: the joint company Be-
larusian-British Lada-Garant, 
based in Minsk. Mostly in-
volved in the hotel business, 
it is ready to inject up to $1m 
into rebuilding the facilities, 
while preserving their his-
torical and cultural charac-

ter as a legacy for the future. 
The site itself fetched around 
$200,000.

Three historical and cul-
tural sites have already been 
sold in the Brest Region: 
Gremyache Estate in the 

Kamenets District and Linovo 
Estate in the Pruzhany Dis-
trict’s Internatsionalny have 
already acquired new hosts, 
as has a steam powered mill 
in the Kamenets District’s 
Novitskovichi.

Investments come in handy

Everything in chocolate

Some people celebrated 
February 23rd 
(Defenders’ Day) in an 
unusual way this year

One resident of the Bela-
rusian village of Khotynichi, 
aged 25, sculpted a near life-
size KV-2 tank from snow, in 
his garden.

Meanwhile, in Russia, 
Sergey, a resident of Monas-
tyrka village, in the Kamen 
District, spent three weeks 
building a 9m tall IS-3 tank 

from snow (the abbrevia-
tion stands for ‘Iosif Stalin’). 
He even managed to paint it 
green and inserted a muzzle 
made from a sewage pipe, as 
well as a wooden basket, to al-
low someone to climb inside.

Inmates at a prison in the 
Kirov Region made a whole 
host of snow tanks and other 
military equipment — to life 
size: armoured vehicles, air-
craft and missile systems, sub-
marines and anti-tank guns.

Spring… tanks melting

Soveiki Estate’s ancient appearance


