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By Veniamin Sviridov

Some buy cars partly as in-
vestments, planning to maintain 
them in a good state for onward 
sale. However, not everyone takes 
their car to an official dealer for 
servicing or when new parts are 
required, since prices can be 
steep. A market exists for smug-
gled spare parts, which evade 
taxes and can thus be sold more 
cheaply. Needless to say, this 
opens the doors to abuse, safety 
violations and ‘fake’ parts, as well 
as affecting the state budget. The 
‘On Trade’ amendment should 
deal a crushing blow to such ac-
tivities, notes the Deputy Trade 
Minister, Irina Narkevich, bring-
ing the auto parts market under a 
closer eye.

Recently, the state has been 
making efforts to monitor this 

retail segment more acutely, with 
a special interdepartmental work-
ing group established two years 
ago. It’s quite difficult to deter-
mine the volume of such sales but 
it’s thought that as many as 80-95 
percent of regional sales may be 
‘shady’ (just over 30 percent in 
Minsk). In fact, most sales occur 
via ‘conventional’ market sites 
(tables, open air shelving units 
and containers) so the new law 
aims to tackle this by only allow-
ing sales of auto parts through 
permanent market or retail sites 
by 2015 (or, at the latest, by 2016). 
Vendors will also be obliged to 
use cash registers by July 2013, 
explains Ms. Narkevich. She tells 
us, “Consumers should receive 
a receipt, so that they can claim 
their rights, if necessary.” Used 
vehicle dealers will need to obey 
the same rules, with only individ-

uals be allowed to work without a 
cash register but they can operate 
only five days a month.

The working group is not only 
developing penalty measures to 
bring spares parts vendors into 
the realm of legal sales but is ex-
ploring avenues to inspire invest-
ment into the creation of special-
ised stores and shopping centres 
— such as reduced site rental 
costs. Ms. Narkevich is hopeful 
that major importing companies 
may create dealership chains in 
Belarus to ‘enhance competition 
and improve the quality of cus-
tomer service’.

The process has already be-
gun, with leading auto wholesaler 
Armtek opening its own deal-
erships in Bobruisk, Orsha and 
Minsk. In January, its outlets will 

appear in several other cities, with 
another 20 added countrywide 
in 2013. The Director General 
of Armtek, Denis Moroz, asserts 
that it will take some time to curb 
the ‘grey’ market but believes that 
customers will prefer to buy parts 
officially using specialised cata-
logues, since the authenticity of 
parts cannot be determined by 
eye. The specialised advice of of-
ficial dealers is needed, especially 
considering the technology used 
in modern cars. “The modern 
technical level of the automobile 
industry dictates the need to in-
troduce new principles of trade,” 
says Mr. Moroz. As an example, 
he notes that the price of brake 
pads can differ considerably de-
pending on the manufacturer; all 
may be of high quality but some 

are designed for sports cars while 
the cheaper ones are suitable for 
slower urban driving and planned 
braking. With the range of auto-
mobiles available comes the need 
for a wide range of products. 
“Only a big company can afford 
such luxuries,” Mr. Moroz ad-
mits.

Ms. Narkevich notes that 
large importing companies plan 
to make use of the interdepart-
mental working group’s expertise 
and is hopeful of the creation of 
a transparent, civilised and devel-
oped spare parts market. Main-
tenance services also have great 
export potential. She is certain 
that the industry can develop 
competitively, with drivers from 
neighbouring regions coming to 
Belarus for their servicing.

Vendors 
come out 
of shadow 
into light
New Law ‘On Trade’ to hit ‘grey’ 
market for spare auto parts

By Yelena Stasova

Th e anniversary of the fi rst sec-
tion of Belarusian railway has been 
widely celebrated in its place of 
‘birth’. Th e 30km line across Belarus 
was part of the St. Petersburg-War-
saw route, running between Grodno 
and Porechie.

To mark the occasion, Bela-
rusian Railways has restored two 
original locomotive engines (made 
in Poland) and a carriage, in 19th 
century style. Works were carried 
out in Lida and Volkovysk and the 
rolling stock has been tested — for 
future tourism use and to promote 
rail travel.

On the main day of celebration, 
one steam train pulled a train of 
guests from Porechie while the sec-
ond delivered historical fi gures from 

the 19th century. Porechie station 
has been restored, as has a passenger 
building, with waiting rooms given 
particular attention on the second 

fl oor. New paving has been laid and 
19th century lamps installed. Th ere 
is also a memorial plaque and mon-
ument: a small copy of the fi rst loco-

motive, bearing the coat of arms of a 
double-headed eagle.

Th e Head of Belarusian Railways, 
Vladimir Morozov, notes that other 
railway services between Grodno 
and Lithuanian Druskininkai may 
be restored, with talks underway. 
Th e move would make the station 
an important railway hub and tour-
ist attraction.

Th e movement of trains across 
the territory of modern Belarus 
began on December 27th, 1862, 
when a train whistle fi rst disturbed 
the frosty silence of the town of 
Porechie. Today, Belarusian Rail-
ways unites 31 organisations and 
86,000 employees, in addition to 
503 stations, 573 fl ag stations, and 
20 large railway stations. Around 
267,000 people set out daily from 
these stations.

Modern anniversary in retro style
Monument to 150th anniversary of Belarusian Railways unveiled at first 
Belarusian railway station in Porechie, Grodno Region

No need for 
telescopes
British Independent newspaper 
reports that ISON comet, 
discovered by Russian and 
Belarusian astronomers, will 
be visible from Earth with the 
unaided eye in November 2013 

At present, the ISON comet 
can be seen only with the most 
powerful telescopes. However, it 
will soon overshadow the Moon 
in its brightness on the horizon. 
By the end of summer 2013, we’ll 
be able to observe the comet using 
small telescopes and binoculars. 
By October, it will pass near Mars 
and, by late November, it will be 
visible to the unaided eye as soon 
as darkness falls. On nearing the 
Sun, the comet’s ‘tail’ of dust and 
gas will begin to show and, after 
travelling round the Sun, it will 
continue its journey, probably 
never to return.

The comet was discovered on 
September 21st, 2012, by an em-
ployee of the astronomical ob-
servatory at Petrozavodsk State 
University, Artem Novichonok, 
and by an amateur astronomer 
from Belarus, Vitaly Nevsky, using 
a reflecting telescope. Download-
ing photos via computer software 
which discerns the movement of 
asteroids and comets, they discov-
ered a bright celestial body which 
was later confirmed by the Maid-
anak observatory in Uzbekistan.

In 2011, Novichonok discov-
ered ‘his’ first unknown comet, 
which later received his name.

Minsk shopping centre selling auto parts has long included taxes in final price

Retro train arrives at Porechie — the first Belarusian railway station Theatrical meeting for retro train

Station bell informs of departure of retro train
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