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By Lyudmila Minakova

Belarusian cosmonaut Oleg 
Novitsky has wished his 
countrymen happy New 
Year during a telephone 
conversation with famous 
sculptor and People’s Artist of 
Belarus Ivan Misko. The latter 
has sculpted Oleg many times 
and has visited his home, 
becoming a good friend.

“Th is was Oleg’s third call to me,” 
notes Mr. Misko (in the photo). “He 
called just as I was drawing his por-
trait so maybe he felt something,” 
the sculptor smiles. “We chatted 
for a couple of minutes and Oleg 

sounded cheerful, saying he felt 
fi ne. However, I could sense that he 
missed the Earth, wishing to touch 
it and take a walk, smelling Mother 
Nature. Of course, he can see Earth 
below all the time and tells me that, 
sometimes, he can even distinguish 
Belarus when the weather is good. 
Oleg asked more questions than 
speaking of himself so I told him 
about my preparations for a per-
sonal exhibition. I emphasised that 
I expect to see him at its opening. 
On March 15th, he’ll return from 
orbit and the exhibition is to open 
on April 12th, at the National Art 
Museum. His bust will be on show. 
It’s ready now but I’ve kept it under 

wraps, as cosmonauts tend to be su-
perstitious. When Oleg lands, eve-
ryone will be able to see it.”

Oleg Novitsky congratulated 
all people of Earth on the New 
Year from his space orbit. “Oleg 
wishes us all kindness and beauty 
in life and, most importantly, good 
health!” Mr. Misko tells us. Oleg 
usually calls the sculptor at his stu-
dio; this was the fi rst time on his 
mobile phone. “I thought he was 
somewhere close to me because the 
audibility was so good. I was going 
to invite him over!” recollects Mr. 
Misko. “He simply said, ‘Hello, Ivan 
Akimovich’. I asked who was call-
ing, not expecting him. He told me 

it was Oleg and I couldn’t help but 
ask from where he was calling! He 
replied, ‘Don’t you know where I 
am? I’m in orbit’.”

Oleg has promised to call Mr. 
Misko again to relay how the crew 
has celebrated the New Year in 
space.

Space is ours!
Belarus has fi nally become 

a space power. On July 22nd, at 
9:41am Minsk time, Baikonur cos-
modrome in Kazakhstan saw the 
launch of a Belarusian satellite. Th is 
allows coverage of the territory of 
Belarus from space, freeing us from 
reliance on the purchase of such 
data from other states. Meanwhile, 
Oleg Novitsky, of Cherven in the 
Minsk Region, has joined the crew 
at the International Space Station, 
making him the third Belarusian in 
space.

Statute of the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania returned

Th e Th ird Statute of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania, dating from 
1588, has been bought from a pri-
vate collector in Moscow, allowing 
it to take its place at Mogilev’s His-
tory Museum. It is the fi rst copy 
of the Statute to be held in Belarus 
and required a sum of $45,000 for 
its purchase — collected through 
donations and sponsorship. Th e 
Statute was a great achievement of 
European law in its day.

Slutsk’s Local History Museum 
is raising money to buy some origi-
nal Slutsk belts from a Belarusian 
collector while a belt has been do-
nated to Nesvizh Castle (woven 
in Slutsk style by a workshop near 
Warsaw).

Go, BATE! Go, Vika!
Since winning the Australian 

Open Tennis Championship, Vic-
toria Azarenka has taken number 
one seed ranking. Th is year, she also 
reached the semi-fi nals of Wimble-
don and the fi nal of the USA Open, 
as well as claiming singles bronze at 
the Olympic Games in London and 
mixed doubles gold with Maxim 
Mirny. 

Football club BATE, having 
previously reached the Champi-
ons League fi nals, for the fi rst time 
claimed two victories at the group 
stage, beating French Lille and Mu-
nich Bavaria (both 3:1). BATE took 
third place and reached the 1/16 of 
the Europa League: the best achieve-
ment of the Belarusian football club 
to date.

By train with the wind
Th ree new Minsk metro sta-

tions opened in south-west Minsk 
this autumn, with another station to 
launch next year. Further plans in-
clude a Moscow metro line crossing 
the entire city — from one side of 
the ring road to the other.

New urban and regional rail 
lines have opened, off ering busi-
ness class seats, while modern Swiss 
Stadler trains have been introduced 

by Belarusian Railways, to improve 
speed and comfort. By 2016, a fac-
tory is to open in the Dzerzhinsk 
District, making passenger urban 
electric transport.

Our people — in Cannes
Sergei Loznitsa, of Baranovichi, 

attended the Cannes Film Festival to 
present In the Fog — based on Vasil 
Bykov’s story. It is the second fi lm 
Mr. Loznitsa has taken to Cannes 

and won the International Federa-
tion of Film Critics FIPRESCI prize. 
Shot in Latvia, the fi lm shows a Be-
larusian village during occupation 
in 1942. Mr. Bykov’s permission was 
sought to use his story, involving 
some time for consultations. In the 
Fog also received a number of major 
prizes at fi lm forums — such as the 
Grand Prix: ‘Th e Gold of Listapad’ 
in Minsk, where it was acclaimed for 
its innovative approach.

Court speaks, 
showing all 
in details
By Ivan Velikhov

Supreme Economic Court 
satisfied with trial of online 
broadcasting of legal 
matters

At a briefing dedicated to 
summarising the results of 
work at the country’s economic 
courts, the Chairman of the Su-
preme Economic Court, Victor 
Kamenkov, underlined that the 
broadcast of legal procedures 
offers an opportunity for open-
ness. He explained, “It should 
encourage discipline among all 
those taking part in a case and 
is a real opportunity to control 
each part of the legal process. In 
fact, colleagues abroad view the 
move cautiously, and are in no 
hurry themselves, with just 2-3 
states currently allowing this. 
American courts still forbid even 
photography and the European 
Court is yet to allow such open-
ness but we are keen to give max-
imum access.”

He added that an agreement 
has been signed with some uni-
versities regarding online broad-
casting of court sessions for edu-
cational purposes. “The effect 
should be significant since it’s 
wonderful to supplement text-
book learning with real life dem-
onstrations.”

Innovation is a major task 
for economic courts in 2013, 
including an improved system 
of electronic jurisdiction and 
wider use of video conferencing 
for trans-border disputes. Open-
ness, promptness, efficiency and 
quality are to remain priorities, 
alongside enhanced legal pow-
ers to tackle violations. System-
atic organisation and prompt 
assessment will be vital in en-
suring that the law works effi-
ciently countrywide. Analysis of 
achievements and errors will also 
play its part in improving the 
system, so that loopholes can be 
eliminated smoothly.

Besides technological pro-
gress, the major result of 2012 has 
been a reduced number of appli-
cations to the economic courts: 
11,000 fewer than in 2011.
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