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President meets 
Alexander Prokhanov — 
a famous writer, publicist 
and Editor-in-Chief 
of the Russian Zavtra 
(Tomorrow) newspaper

At the beginning of the 
meeting, Mr. Lukashenko 
presented the journalist 
with a book by Vladimir 
Likhodedov: Adam Mick-
iewicz on Postcards of the 
Late 19th-Early 20th Cen-
tury. “I’ve noticed that you 
are most focused on Rus-
sian culture and everything 
connected with Russia. I’d 
love to show that Belarus — 
now and then — has given 
birth to many great person-
alities. Adam Mickiewicz is 
one such, although people 
still argue about his origin: 
some say he is a Pole, oth-
ers that he is Lithuanian or 
Belarusian. He was born 
near Novogrudok and has 
always valued his home, 
doing much to support it. 
I know that you are very 
familiar with his works,” 
the President noted. “Af-

ter all, the things that you 
— poets, publicists and 
researchers — do are ab-
solutely international,” he 
added. 

“I’d call him a Eura-
sian poet; a new Eurasian 
concept is needed for this 
kind of genius,” Alexander 
Prokhanov smiled. 

During the meeting, 
the parties talked about 
modern history, integra-
tion within the post-Soviet 
space and Belarus-Russia 
relations. 

By Dmitry Belov

According to the Head of 
State, this is one of the most 
revered holidays for Bela-

rusians, since most of the 
country’s men have served 
in the army, making them 
aware of weaponry and tac-
tics fi rst hand, rather than 

from computer games and 
action fi lms. Many have 
also taken part in military 
confl icts. “Our soldiers 
have always been defenders 

and liberators: examples of 
heroism, determination and 
courage,” underlined the Be-
larusian President.

He also stressed that, for-
tunately, Belarusian troops 
take part only in simulated 
wars; however, this doesn’t 
mean that our army is less 
than truly professional. It’s 
the professionalism of the 
Belarusian military that is 
the key factor in strategic de-
terring foreign aggression.

Military events in 2011 
included the Union Shield 
joint operational exercise 
of the Armed Forces of Be-
larus and Russia, as well 
as readiness inspection of 
rapid response and territo-
rial defence forces, which 
demonstrated the ability 
and readiness of the Belaru-
sian army and other security 
structures to effi  ciently per-
form the set targets. Accord-
ing to the Head of State, this 
fact confi rms that the way 

chosen to ensure security is 
the correct one. “Th e high 
level of patriotism of Belaru-
sian citizens is at the core of 
the defensive capacity of our 
Fatherland,” emphasised the 
President.

Of course, our contem-
porary world off ers ever 
new challenges and threats. 
Th e President believes that 
information and psychologi-
cal expansionism coupled 
with military power still 
dominates the choice of in-
struments to resolve inter-
national disputes. More and 
more countries are becom-
ing the target of open ag-
gression under the cover of 
a specious excuse.

Mr. Lukashenko notes 
that, at present, the de-
fence of the Fatherland is 
no longer the prerogative of 
the military alone. Everyone 

bears responsibility: from 
scientists and businessmen, 
to IT specialists and agri-
cultural workers. Security is 
reliant on the vigilance of all. 
He underlines that success 
requires harmony between 
military power, science and 
the exceptional patriotism 
of people.

The Belarusian Presi-
dent is certain that recent 
events show the strength 
of the Belarusian socio-po-
litical and economic model, 
while our defence system 
has ensured peace and sta-
bility, allowing work to be 
conducted steadily.

Mr. Lukashenko con-
ferred general’s shoulder 
straps on some of higher of-
fi cers at the reception and, 
on the same day, attended a 
ceremony to lay wreaths at 
the Victory Monument.

Protection of Fatherland 
no longer prerogative 
of military alone
On February 23rd, Alexander Lukashenko announced his belief that 
any attack on Belarus’ sovereignty would be futile. He was speaking 
at a reception attended by high ranking officials from the Armed 
Forces and law enforcement personnel. The event was celebrating 
the Day of Fatherland Defenders and the Armed Forces of Belarus.

Belarus — now and 
then: giving birth to 
great personalities

Acting in the spirit of 
common approaches of the 
Republic of Belarus and 
the Russian Federation 
and taking into consider-
ation repeated statements 
by the USA and the Euro-
pean Union regarding eco-
nomic restrictions against 
the Republic of Belarus, the 
presidents of the Republic 
of Belarus and the Russian 

Federation confi rm that 
economic pressure or coer-
cion is unacceptable in in-
ternational relations.

Such measures create ar-
tifi cial barriers to trade, and 
unjustifi ed obstacles to co-
operation between econom-
ic entities, encroaching upon 
the legitimate rights of the 
economic security of states, 
threatening effi  cient and 

mutually benefi -
cial co-operation 
and integration 
on the Eurasian 
continent. Th is 
will primarily have 
a negative impact on 
ordinary people.

Th e presidents of the 
Republic of Belarus and 
the Russian Federation are 
strongly convinced that only 

d i a l o g u e 
based on 
e q u a l i t y 

and respect 
can resolve 

internat ional 
disputes. Th ey 

condemn all ac-
tions impeding such 

dialogue.

(According to the 
Presidential Press Service)

Litesound band to 
represent Belarus at 
Eurovision-2012 Song 
Contest in Baku, after 
Presidential session 
judges EuroFest contest 
results to be rigged

Th e Belarusian President 
has announced, “Two things 
are most important to me: a) 
justice, b) Alena [singer Alena 
Lanskaya] who has undeserv-
ingly suff ered. She was set up, 

although she has brought us 
victory at the Slavonic Bazaar 
— no easy task. Alena Lan-
skaya should receive offi  cial 
apologies as she has suff ered 
most from this situation. She 
performed from her heart and 
did her best to win. Neverthe-
less, justice is justice. Accord-
ing to the criteria of the contest, 
Litesound should represent our 
country. Alternatively, we can 
cancel this contest and repeat 

it. However, I think this would 
be unwise in the current situ-
ation. Th ey are young singers 
who have won and should rep-
resent our country. Make the 
arrangements.”

Mr. Lukashenko added, 
“It’s very sad that we have to 
settle such an issue at presi-
dential level. Th e issue is not 
to be involved in the EuroFest 
contest or, even, Eurovision; 
the issue is justice.”

Th e Belarusian leader as-
serted, “We declared long ago 
that we’d take part in Eurovi-
sion. We’ve done well in Junior 
Eurovision contests and have 
seen results at adult contest. 
Th e issue here isn’t to win, al-
though this is also very impor-
tant. Rather, we are showing 
that Belarus is a civilised state 
at the centre of Europe, which 
takes part in such international 
forums.”

Objectivity — major criterion

Joint statement by the presidents 
of the Republic of Belarus and 
the Russian Federation
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During solemn reception


