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Flights on 
Raubichi hills
This year, top freestyle skiers 
have again gathered at 
Raubichi Sports Complex near 
Minsk

Th is time, the Sports Complex 
welcomed a round of the Jun-
ior FIS Freestyle Ski Europa Cup, 
gathering those from fi ve countries 
— with pre-event training lasting a 
week. Over the weekend, the future 
stars of aerial ski jumping com-
peted for medals, claiming most of 
those on off er.

A victorious mood reigns in the 
Belarusian national team, which will 
perform on the same slopes the fol-
lowing week, in a World Cup round. 
Sadly, legendary Alexey Grishin will 
be absent but Anton Kushnir, Dmit-
ry Dashchinsky, Denis Osipov and 
Maxim Gustik promise dazzling ski-
ing and a true struggle for medals.

Ruslan Saley is the fi rst ice 
hockey player to be included 
in the Hall of Hockey Fame 
in Belarus — soon to open in 
the main Belarusian sports 
complex: Minsk-Arena. The 
unveiling took place during 
Minsk’s hosting of the Four 
Nations Tournament

Th e memory of the former cap-
tain of Lokomotiv Yaroslavl, who 
died in an air crash last year, has 
been commemorated by raising his 
sports shirt into the roof of Minsk-

Arena. Saley’s number 24 in the Be-
larusian national hockey team and 
in the NHL matches has been set 
aside for Ruslan forever in the na-
tional squad.

Endurance 
skiing
 By Denis Baranovsky

Belarusian skier Alexey Ivanov 
has won his second race of the 
last two months

On January 23rd, he shared 
first place in the popular 42km 
Marathon Cup, held in Austrian 
Linz, together with Italian skier 
Fabio Santus. The photo finish 
failed to define a single winner 
and Ivanov’s gold in the 76km 
race in French Lamoura was also 
a close call; Italy’s Sergio Bonaldi 
finished just 0.4 seconds behind 
the Belarusian. Third place was 
shared by Italian Florian Kostner 
and Czech Martin Koukal — both 
just 0.9 seconds behind Ivanov. 
After the Olympics in Vancouver, 
Ivanov failed to qualify for the 
national squad, so is currently 
skiing for Austrian team Skinfit 
Racing.

By Ivan Rafalsky

Belarusian national team 
discovers its rivals in Davis Cup 
and Fed Cup

Th e men’s squad recently defeated 
Moldova in the second round of Group 
II, within the Euro-African Zone of 
the Davis Cup. Th ey are next to face 
Bosnia and Herzegovina in Minsk 
in April. While Vladimir Ignatik and 
Max Mirny crushed their Moldovan 
opponents, the Bosnian team were 
playing no less confi dently, defeating 
Turkey in Ankara, with a score of 3:1. 

Th e leader of the Bosnian squad, Amer 
Delić, is seeded 193rd worldwide and, 
in the Davis Cup, the Bosnian team is 
positioned 44th; Belarus is 51st.

Aft er defeat by the USA, our wom-
en’s squad is next to play Switzerland, 
fi ghting for its place in the Fed Cup 
World Group II. In the fi rst round, 
Switzerland lost to Australia 1:4. Th e 
team comprised Stefanie Voegele 
(WTA’s 126th seed), Amra Sadikovic 
(220), Timea Bacsinszky (247), and 
Belinda Bencic (1055). In the Cup 
rankings, Belarus is placed 18th while 
the Swiss team is in 14th position.

Tennis plans for April 

By Vladimir Dmitriev

German Bernd Stange has 
been replaced as coach by Be-
larusian Georgy Kondratiev, 
whose debut is to be a friendly 
match against Moldova, hosted 
by Mаrdan Stadium in Turkey on 

February 29th. Recently, he an-
nounced the names of those be-
ing played this season — includ-
ing forward Renan Bressan, from 
Brazil. The BATE Borisov player 
changed his citizenship five years 
ago, so should qualify to join 
the national team just before the 

match against Moldavia.
“I cannot yet say for sure 

that Renan Bressan will play for 
the national squad immediately,” 
he comments. “We still need to 
check with FIFA and gain their 
approval but, of course, will try to 
settle everything as soon as pos-
sible. Bressan concluded his first 
contract in Belarus with Gomel 
team in February 2007, so has 
‘served’ five years, as needed. In 
any case, he’ll join us for training 
in Turkey and will attend theory 
classes, to tune in.”

The Belarusian national squad 
is starting the new season in 67th 
place in the international FIFA 
rankings. Since the last rating was 
released, Belarus hasn’t played a 
single match but has fallen from 
65th place (with 494 points). Be-
larus’ rivals in the 2014 World 
Championship are: Spain — 
ranked 1st by FIFA (1566 points), 
France — 17th (930), Georgia 
— 81st (436), and Finland — 79th 
(439). February’s ratings included 
208 national teams.

Belarusian tennis player beats Samantha Stosur of Australia in the finals

By Dmitry Komarov

After the Australian Open 
in Sydney, she conquered Qatar 
and, took the competition title in 
Doha, defeating Australia’s Sa-
mantha Stosur (seeded fifth) dur-
ing a 1 hour and 7 minute match: 
6:1, 6:2. On the way to the finals 
(her fifth in a row), Viсtoria lost 
only a handful of games: one to 
Mona Barthel, four to Simona 
Halep and six to Agnieszka 
Radwańska.

Having won her 17th match in 
a row and her third title (unique 

since Janković’s autumn hat-trick 
in 2008), Azarenko has strength-
ened her ranking, so far surpass-
ing Maria Sharapova by almost 
1,600 points and Petra Kvitová 
by 2,000. Moreover, 22 year old 
Victoria boasts almost the same 
number of points over all as her 
three nearest rivals: Sharapova, 
Kvitová and Clijsters. The Bela-
rusian now holds 11 singles titles 
and six doubles, having celebrat-
ed 17 victories across 17 tourna-
ments: her best ever result.

“It’s a true pleasure to win 
this title,” she smiled after the 

tournament. “I’ve played in Doha 
several times but have never be-
fore reached the finals. However, 
it was my dream — as I love the 
local atmosphere. Now, I simply 
want to enjoy myself, not making 
far reaching forecasts.”

The Belarusian tennis player 
is next to play in Dubai and will 
then f ly to the USA. The French 
Open in May is likely to be the 
most challenging for her in the 
Grand Slam series, although her 
current form may lead to an easi-
er path than in previous years.

“Victoria Azarenko has be-

come a very strong rival,” admit-
ted Samantha Stosur after the 
Doha event. “She may not serve 
50 ‘aces’ per match, yet makes 
her opponents struggle for every 
point.” Such consistency is cer-
tainly a recipe for victory on clay 
courts.

This season, Belarusian Olga 
Govortsova is also playing beauti-
fully. She’s recently won the Dow 
Corning Tennis Classic tourna-
ment in Midland (USA); she later 
successfully played in Memphis 
(which is hosting a major tourna-
ment).

Victoria wins again

Football welcoming spring
Belarusian national football team prepares to open new season

The best Belarusian tennis player is to set a record. Since the beginning of this season, 
the world number one has won every match and three tournaments in a row 
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Hall of Ruslan Saley’s fame


