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By Anton Ivanov

Belarus among top ten e-
postal service providers

A new study by the Uni-
versal Postal Union (UPU) 
states that, in recent times, 
rapid growth in postal e-
services has been registered. 
In terms of overall e-services 
development, the UPU places 

the following countries in the 
top ten: Switzerland, Belarus, 
Italy, Germany, Qatar, Tunisia, 
France, the Republic of Korea, 
the United States and Canada.

E-services — such as 
tracking of parcels, fi nding a 
post offi  ce, money transfers 
and e-payments — are enjoy-
ing an increasing share in the 
fi eld of postal services.

UPU Director General 
Edouard Dayan stresses that 
physical mail volumes have 
declined but post offi  ces are 

making innovative and stra-
tegic use of new technologies 
to diversify their products and 
services.

By Ivan Zhdanovich

Th e world of fantasy really 
can meet that of reality on oc-
casion, as recently proven at the 
event hosted by NEXT Club, at 
luxurious Crowne Plaza Minsk 
Hotel. Disciplined staff  met 
their excited young guests with 
smiles, amiably opening doors 
in front of them and showing 
them where to go. Th e children 
went to the cloakroom through 
the hall and lobby bar, their fac-
es, eyes and gestures radiating 
lively emotions and curiosity. 
Meanwhile, high profi le cus-
tomers were at fi rst probably as-
tonished at seeing several hun-
dred ‘visitors from a diff erent 
world’, including cadets. Ladies 
and gentlemen looked up from 
their morning papers, inter-
rupted their conversations and 
even froze for a moment from 
drinking their coff ee or juice, in 
surprise.

Th e children were there to 
enjoy a charity holiday organ-
ised by the Independent Assist-
ance to Children public asso-
ciation. “We sometimes forget 
that others need our help, as we 

inhabit our own narrow world,” 
explains Tatiana Kot, who heads 
the association. “However, these 
children need our care. We 
chose to call our holiday Gen-
erosity of Heart. We’ve many 
times seen how well children 
respond to attention. Our event 
transports them into a world of 
beauty and talent, away from 
daily routine. It’s a real pleasure 
for me and the other organisers 
to see them forget their ‘adult’ 

problems for a while, becoming 
true children, enjoying childish 
things. It’s a delight to do good 
deeds!” 

Young Nastya Apanovich 
sang her Small Ship song, bring-
ing smiles to every face — child 
and adult alike. Aft erwards, the 
hall burst into applause, show-
ing a good mood pervaded the 
venue. Guests enjoyed juices 
and tasty dishes while being 
entertained. Famous TV host 
Yevgeny Bulka directed the ap-

plause for artistes and patrons. 
Other performers included 
the winner of the international 
Bravo Turku 2011 Song Festi-
val (held in Finland), Natalia 
Prosmytskaya, who received 
an ovation for her Camomilla 
song. Mischievous Lights dance 
team were also popular, and 
Tatiana Brukhanchik — a laure-
ate of the Song Remains With Us 
2011 contest — gathered a large 
crowd of dancers for her rendi-

tion of Real Life.
Th e event was organised 

jointly by public and state organ-
isations, with support from pop 
artistes, musicians and sports-
men. It has been held since 2009 
(several times a year), bringing 
kindness and warmth to over 
1,500 children without paren-
tal guardians and those with 
disabilities. Since January 2010, 
activists and volunteers from 
the Independent Assistance to 
Children public association and 

those from the public interna-
tional medical association of 
charity initiatives — Medicine 
and Chernobyl — have been 
organising the holiday at NEXT 
Club. Th e Crowne Plaza Minsk 
Hotel’s owner, Sudi Ozkan, has 
contributed a great deal to the 
project, joined by hotel director 
Aidan Chengel, to ensure that 
the event takes place each year. 
Th is year, the holiday attracted 
players from the famous Bela-

rusian basketball club Minsk-
2006 for the fi rst time (includ-
ing its foreign legionnaires); 
they presented children with 
over a dozen basketballs, wish-
ing them to try the sport.

Th e organisers are con-
vinced that, having planted a 
seed of spiritual kindness, we 
help children to achieve peace 

with their environment and 
realise the important aspects 
of life. Th e holiday is always 
diverse in its cultural and en-
tertainment programme, with 
performers admitting that the 
organisation is excellent.

Boys from Mogilev’s Re-
gional Cadet College took 
part, in addition to children 
from three Minsk orphan-
ages. “Th e children have been 
long discussing their forth-
coming trip to the elite hotel 
in Minsk,” smiles Andrey Bal-
abanov, the Director of Mogi-
lev’s Regional Cadet College. 
“We are soon to celebrate our 
tenth anniversary and are now 
admitting not only children 
without parental guardianship 

to our 8-10th classes. We off er 
a good standard of education. 
Here, I can see their faces lit 
up by happiness. Actually, we 
have many talented young-
sters studying at the College; 
without exaggeration, they 
could have prepared their own 
concert programme. During 
the recent Red Carnations fes-

tival of patriotic songs, they 
performed brilliantly. Our 
Georgy Pasevich is singing at 
this party.”

Although the cadets were 
excused their usual morn-
ing exercise, they later danced 
themselves breathless, and re-
ceived lots of admiring looks 
from the girls, as host Yevgeny 
Bulka noted; a few phone num-
bers were exchanged. He tells 
us, “Such events give me the 
chance to do something good 
for those who appreciate it. It’s 
important not to simply feel 
pity; rather, we can sympathise 
and do something to help. My 
fellow artistes and I were work-
ing with Dubrovno orphanage, 
in the Vitebsk Region. Classical 

and pop singers give concerts 
and we have found patrons to 
fi nish repair works. I felt sad to 
see the orphanage broken up, 
as we became true friends with 
the children.”

Alexander Poradovsky, 
from the Council of Ministers, 
also views children and adults 
as being unifi ed, with adults al-
ways ready to help. He thanked 
everyone who had been in-
volved in the event. “My friends 
and I became involved in this 
charity 7-8 years ago,” added 
Honoured Artiste of Belarus 
Alexey Khlestov, a pop singer, 
aft er the party. “I’m convinced 
that we should wisely guide 
those children who lack par-
ents, as well as those with health 
problems. Th is helps them 
achieve their goals, becoming 
strong and successful. Th ey al-
ready know about physical and 
mental pain, relying mostly on 
themselves. Last year, we joined 
the ONT TV channel to or-
ganise a major event, visiting 
2-3 orphanages in each region. 
Concerts were organised, with 
gift s presented to children. I’m 
sure such projects will con-
tinue.” 

Philip Norman, the Minsk 
Crowne Plaza’s new general 
manager, has been working 
there for just two months. He 
admits, “It’s important that we 
host parties like this and I do 
hope they’ll happen more oft en. 
Children are gift s from God, 
representing our future hopes. 
To bring about a bright future, 
we need to support children 
who lack parents and those 
who need help. We’ll certainly 
organise more such events in 
the years to come.”

All those who had kindly 
made the event possible re-
ceived hand-made presents 
from the children. Mr. Nor-
man was given a beautiful 
white swan made from fold-
ed paper, which he accepted 
with pleasure, saying that it 
would decorate his offi  ce. 
Aft erwards, he noted that 
he has taken part in various 
charity events previously, as 
is fi tting for managers and 
businessmen.

Meeting of parallel worlds
14th major charity event organised for children without parental guardians and those with disabilities

By Olga Belyavskaya

Belarusian Railways 
ensures its service runs 
despite severe frosts

Th e passenger and cargo 
service is running as usual, 
regardless of the extreme cold, 
explains Belarusian Railways’ 
Press Service. “A range of 
measures is being conducted 
to ensure the stable running 
of the railway transport sys-
tem over the winter period,” it 
notes. All stations have been 
provided with necessary fuel 

reserves and sources of back-
up power supply. Railway 
stations and stopping points 
are being regularly cleared of 
snow and powdered with de-
icing agents.

Over 2,000 workers and 
20 snow clearing vehicles are 
working daily to clear rail 
track of snow and all suspen-
sion points are being regu-
larly inspected, as are high-
voltage power transmission 
lines. Temperatures inside 
train carriages are also being 
regularly checked.

Frosts don’t break 
railway schedule

Innovations find 
application at 
post offices
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Sudi Ozkan always finds time for such warm meetings

Innovations introduced at Belpochta

Presents from Minsk-2006 basketballers


