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Team starts 
new cycle
Minsk-2006 snatches fi rst win 
in VTB United League

Our Minsk-2006 basketballers 
have claimed their fi rst win in the 
VTB United League. In the last but 
one home match of the European 
season, hosted by Minsk-Arena, 
Belarus’ champion brought joy to 
fans by defeating Krasnoyarsk Eni-
sey (91:84). Th e players from Sibe-
ria arrived in Minsk aft er a series of 
defeats — the last of which was by 
Lietuvos Rytas, in Vilnius (62:101).

Minsk-2006 has seen various 
changes recently, losing leading 
player Justin Hawkins to Finland 
and acquiring Alexander Fomin 
(returning to the squad aft er a 
year’s absence), Lithuanian Justi-
nas Sinitsa and American Bobby 
Maze. However, during this fi rst 
VTB match of the season, it was 
Justin Knox who really stood out. 
He scored an amazing 14 points in 
the fi rst quarter (realising 7 out of 
7 kicks and three rebounds). Cru-
cially, by the closing quarter, he 
had scored 27 out of Minsk’s 91 
points (10 rebounds replenished 
by a double-double and a capacity 
ratio of 34!)

On February 15th, Minsk-2006 
is to play the last home match this 
season for the VTB United League, 
facing leading squad Spartak, from 
St. Petersburg. Next season, a new 
line-up is expected, allowing the 
team to climb new heights.

Levchenko 
returns to 
NBA
The best centre player of the 
2010 World Championship, 
held in the Czech Republic, 
Yelena Levchenko, has signed 
a contract with NBA women’s 
team Atlanta Dream, to begin 
this summer

She currently plays for UGMK 
and the Belarusian national team 
but will travel to the USA as soon 
as the Russian Premier League ends. 
“It’s always a delight to return to a 
team where you know the coaches 
and some players,” she admits. “I 
played with the squad in 2010, when 
we won the Eastern Conference and 
reached the fi nals. Hopefully, we’ll 
be able to take the WNBA champi-
onship title.”

Th is summer, our national bas-
ketball team is to take part in the 
qualifi cation matches for the 2013 
European Championship; Lev-
chenko is viewed as our prime hope 
and asserts that she’ll do her best to 
justify such expectations. “Our na-
tional team has always been a top 
priority for me so I’ll play to my 
best ability, while combining my 
performance in the WNBA,” she as-
sures us.

By Dmitry Baranovsky

Belarusian biathlete has won 
two more World Cup medals, in 
Finnish Kontiolahti, repeating 
Russian Olga Zaitseva’s record 
number of medals in a row. This 
World Cup has already brought 
eight to the Belarusian!

Kontiolahti has hosted the 
last Cup round before the World 
Championship, with Domrache-
va performing in two races. Th e 
mixed relay was not a priority for 
her and, accordingly, she decided 
to preserve her energy for her ma-
jor events — especially as weather 
conditions were hard. Her decision 
proved wise, as, the next day, she 
took bronze in the sprint — behind 
Germany’s Magdalena Neuner and 
Finland’s Kaisa Mäkäräinen.

Aft er the pursuit, the top three 
remained almost unchanged but 
Domracheva had every chance 
of taking gold. However, her un-
lucky shooting pushed her behind 
the winners twice during the race. 
Moreover, she had to twice strug-
gle against Olga Zaitseva to win 
bronze. A better outcome was 
impossible, as Darya’s major ri-
vals — Neuner and Mäkäräinen 
— demonstrated truly confi dent 
shooting. “I think I love to create 
problems and then fi nd solutions. 
However, this is not the best path. 

Luckily, time is ahead before the 
World Championship, to allow me 
to control my shooting,” she ad-
mitted aft er the fi nish.

Domracheva is among the 
favourites at the forthcoming 
World Championship. We hope 
she’ll work on her mistakes be-
fore arriving at Ruhpolding, where 
Magdalena Neuner — in her last 
biathlon season — will certainly 
aim to claim gold. In any case, fans 

will be behind our Darya as she 
battles her rivals for champion-
ship medals and the Large Crystal 
Globe (the major prize of the Cup 
season).

By Dmitry Komashko

Th e participation of Belarusians 
was a challenge for Kari Heikkilä’s 
team on the eve of the major event: 
the 76th IIHF World Championship, 
being held in Finland and Sweden 
from May 4th-20th, 2012.

Th e match left  an ambiguous im-
pression, as our squad managed to 
defeat Switzerland and Germany yet 
had a frustrating fi nal with Slovakia. 
Despite the guests failing to demon-
strate their best play, they easily en-
sured a confi dent victory of 5:1, win-
ning the tournament. Th e Slovaks 
took revenge on Belarus for their 
December defeat in the Österreich 
Cup semi-fi nals in Klagenfurt, where 
Belarusians won in overtime — 2:1.

“Today, the Slovaks were the 
best,” muses Kari Heikkilä, the head 
coach of Belarus’ national team. “Th e 
fi rst goal that we missed, around the 
20th second of the match, aff ected 
our play. Moreover, we were exhaust-
ed. Second place is a positive result, 

as the tournament brought together 
four good teams; we had some nov-
ice players but they played well. It’s a 
good stepping stone to the future.”

Th ird place in Minsk’s Four Na-
tions BelSwissBank Cup tournament 
went to the Swiss team, who defeated 
Germany.

Th e winner of the tournament 
— the Slovak team — was awarded 

a cheque for 15,000 Swiss Francs by 
the general sponsor. Th e Belarusian 
squad received 12,000 Swiss Francs 
while that of Switzerland claimed 
8,000 and Germany’s prize was 5,000 
Swiss Francs.

Th e national team of Belarus was 
performing without a captain to hon-
our the memory of their former cap-
tain, Ruslan Saley, who perished in a 

plane crash on September 7th, 2011. 
Th e team intends to leave the post va-
cant until the World Championship. 
Meanwhile, before the major start of 
the season, they’ll have a long train-
ing camp, playing several matches in 
the Euro Hockey Challenge and the 
Slovakia Cup, which will also feature 
players from Germany, Slovakia and 
Switzerland.

Belarusian tennis team 
snatches win from Moldova in 
Davis Cup’s Group II Europe/
Africa 1st Round

Vladimir Ignatik has brought a 
pre-schedule win to the Belarusian 
team, defeating Radu Albot — 7:5, 
7:6, 6:1. Nevertheless, the Belaru-
sians celebrated their victory even 
earlier — on Saturday — when Max 
Mirny (one of the world’s strongest 
tennis players) and Alexander Bury 
(much improved recently) smashed 
Andrey Gorban and Maxim Du-
barenko.

On the fi rst day of the competi-
tion, Davis Cup Belarusian debu-
tant Dmitry Zhirmont failed to de-
feat Albot — 7:6, 5:7, 4:6, 2:6. Th e 
match between Albot and Ignatik 
proved complex. It was Vladimir’s 
10th match in the career as a Bela-
rusian national team member. Radu 

Albot, in turn, is probably the most 
progressive player on the Moldovan 
squad. Despite his age, he was play-
ing for the 18th time for his team. It 
was clear that each was determined 
to claim victory, but Ignatik demon-
strated the strongest character.

Th e fi nal match — played by 
Dmitry Zhirmont and Roman Bor-
vanov (both seeded second on their 
teams) — was just a formality. In-
stead of the previously announced 
Borvanov, Andrey Gorban appeared 
on court. As a result, Zhirmont de-
feated his rival in three sets — 2:6, 
6:4, 6:4, bringing Belarus the vic-
tory: 4:1.

Before the match, Belarus was 
ranked 51st in the Davis Cup rat-
ings, while Moldova was 77th. Th e 
teams have never met in the past. 
Belarus shall next play Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, in early April.

Belarus’ team 
placed second 
at Four Nations 
BelSwissBank 
Cup tournament, 
organised at 
Minsk-Arena

Hockey squad rehearses 
for World Championship

Moldovan tennis players 
defeated in Davis Cup

Eighth medal won by 
Darya Domracheva 
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Slovak hockey players prove stronger in the tournament’s final match 

Doubles win brings Belarusians to common success 

Minsk-2006 capable of winning

Darya Domracheva on track 


