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By Victor Andreev

According to the complex de-
velopment programme for 2008-
2012, archaeologists from the 

History Institute at the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences of 
Belarus are joining colleagues 
from the Polotsk State Uni-
versity in conducting compre-
hensive research on the eve of 

Polotsk’s ju- bi l e e . 

As a result, the city biography 
has been rewritten: from the first 
days of its existence in the age of 
Ancient Rus until the 14th cen-
tury, when it joined the Grand 

Duchy of Lithuania.
In 2009, during digs at 

Polotsk’s ancient citadel, Marat 
Klimov, an archaeologist with the 
History Institute, unearthed Arab 

Dirhams, minted no later than 
818. The discovery enables 

specialists to date the ap-
pearance of the city on this 

site even before its 
first mentioning 

in the chronicle 

— in 862. The second sensation is 
from a dig led by Denis Duk, who 
heads the National and World 
History Department at Polotsk 
State University. He has refuted 

the common assumption that the 
citadel (Polotsk’s centre) near the 
current Red Bridge shifted to the 
Upper Castle in the 11th century, 
where St. Sophia’s Cathedral now 
stands — rather believing it to 
have taken place in the 14th cen-
tury. Famous scientist Georgy 
Shtykhov believed the move to 
have happened after the invasion 
of Duke Vladimir (who promoted 
Christianity in the region).

Lithuanian dukes reigned in 
Polotsk after the local Rurik dy-
nasty and, by the 14th century, 
the bishop’s residence had been 
built on the Upper Castle, near St. 
Sophia’s Cathedral. Secular au-
thorities once occupied the cita-
del. Moreover, digs have shown 
that ancient Polotsk covered a 
far wider area than previously 
thought.

Olga Levko, who heads the 
Pre-Industrial Society History 
Centre at the National Academy 

of Sciences of Belarus’ History 
Institute, notes, “We’ve learnt 
that, in the 11th century, the 
square of Polotsk’s ‘posads’ (now 
known as micro-districts) was 
2.5 times larger than believed. In 
the 18th century, the city square 
covered double the land previ-
ously thought. Moreover, we now 
know that there was an area of 
the town, situated near the cita-
del, where the elite merchants, 
craftsmen and jewellers lived. 
It is a complete surprise, as this 
area of Minsk is yet to be discov-
ered.”

Investigations of Polotsk will 
continue until 2015. Residents of 
the historical districts of Gorod-
ishche and Zapolotie, which are 
densely built with private houses, 
must request permission from 
the NAS’ History Institute, call-
ing on archaeologists and paying 
for digs, before organising work 
on their farmlands.
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By Galina Grishkovets

Chinese Lantern Festival 
(also known as the Yuanxiao 
Festival) celebrated by 
National Chinese Studies 
Centre (Confucius Institute) at 
Belarusian State University

Attending the event was the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of China to Be-
larus, H.E. Mr. Gong Jianwei. He 
noted that China would like to 
deepen its bilateral co-operation 
with Belarus across all fields. BSU 
Rector Sergei Ablameiko empha-
sised the importance of expanding 
academic ties with China. Many 
Chinese students already study 
at the Belarusian State University, 
while Belarusian young people 
learn Chinese.

The Festival featured Chinese 
songs and couplets, and dances by 
Belarusian and Chinese students. 
The best received gratitude let-
ters from the University admin-
istration and the winners of con-
tests for the best translation and 
photography were also awarded. 
These contests demonstrated that 
Belarusian young people have 

great interest in Chinese culture.
The Yuanxiao Festival is cel-

ebrated on the fifteenth day of 
the first month of the luni-solar 
year in the Chinese calendar. This 
year, Chinese New Year arrived on 

January 23rd. The Festival is an 
ancient holiday. Back in the 10th 
century, it became traditional to 
light colourful lanterns in China, 
in all sizes, resembling animals, 
flowers and fruit, to celebrate the 
New Year. Villagers would or-

ganise fireworks, dragon dances, 
round dances, stilt walking and 
other entertainments.

In the 11th century, the tradi-
tion spread all over China. Yuanx-
iao rice balls are eaten, with sweet 

fillings, and candied fruit. The 
round shape of the balls symbol-
ises family togetherness. Early in 
the morning, many people queue 
for Yuanxiao rice balls at shops. 
Puzzles written on lanterns are 
also solved on this day.

Happiness for happy family
By Yelena Safronova 

2012 is the Year of Book, with 
the Living Autographs project 
showing the writers, publicists 
and artists brought forth by 
Gomel

The project is being overseen 
by the Museum of Autograph, or-
ganised at the city library named 
after Gertsen. During this Year of 
Book, prominent Gomel residents 
are to hold open discussions to 

look at the literature and art, re-
search and scientific studies of 
the city. Every meeting will be 
dedicated to the release of a new 
work by each — with scientist 
Alexander Rogalev, writer Grig-
ory Andreevets and artist Robert 
Landarsky taking part.

The project aims to familiar-
ise the public with interesting ar-
tistic personalities who work and 
live in the regional centre or were 
born in the city.

Gaining closer acquaintance 

1150 years ago, Polotsk was first 
mentioned in chronicles, close 
behind Kiev — the ‘mother of all 
Russian cities’

By Svetlana Savkova

Culture Ministry conducts 
reform to improve legislation 
in the fi eld of culture

Legislation regulating manage-
ment principles, state fi nancing and 
the establishment of competitive 
mechanisms for cultural develop-
ment is to undergo change. Culture 
Minister Pavel Latushko notes that, 
in 2011, the most signifi cant steps 
made in this direction tackled the 
introduction of tax privileges and 
the expansion of sponsorship. Set-
ting up custodian councils can also 

contribute to attracting private capi-
tal. Th e Bolshoi Th eatre, the Nation-
al Art Museum, the National His-
tory Museum and Nesvizh National 
Museum-Reserve have already used 
the opportunity.

Mr. Latushko notes that, in 
2015, a Code on Culture will come 
into force, with its concept currently 
being debated. “Th e opinion of re-
gions will be extremely important,” 
he stresses. A complex document is 
planned to systematise existing laws, 
reduce their number and update 
legislation to refl ect contemporary 
innovations in culture.

Private capital plays its role
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Darya Skobtsova works at Polotsk’s Holy Transfiguration Church

St. Sophia’s Cathedral in Polotsk

Chinese Lantern Festival


