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By Yelena Toklkacheva

One of the founders of 
the Belarusian Society of 
Hawkers, Sergey Usov, re-
sides in Vitebsk and has 
raised twenty birds of prey 
to date. His current hawk is 
Temirtas, which lives in the 
attic of Sergey’s pri-
vate home. 
Th e majes-
tic creature 
looks atten-
tively at me, yet 
keeps its cool; 
its training does not allow 
it to be afraid of anyone.

“Temirtas came from 
the village where my parents 
live; it fl ew into a cowshed, 
so the local residents gave 
it to me. It’s a young male 
goshawk,” explains Sergey. 
Traditionally, falcons and 
hawks are used for hunting 
but falcons are registered in 
the Red Book of Belarus as 
being endangered, so only 
hawks may be trained.

At fi rst, the hawk is 
‘swaddled’ — almost like a 
baby; this prevents it from 
escaping and allows it to be-
come familiar with people; 
it’s called ‘nurturing’. Sergey 
even takes his birds to the 
shops. Th ey are later taught 
to come to order, with a spe-

cial glove worn for protec-
tion. Th e hawk is called by 
a special whistle, causing it 
to fl y from one corner of the 
attic at lightning speed, to 
settle on the hawker’s hand.

I ask how he taught 
the bird so eff ectively and 
Sergey admits that he has his 

‘own tricks’. “At fi rst, 
I sat the bird 

in one 
corner of the 
room, tempting it 
to me with a piece of meat 
in the other corner. Th en, I 
began to interchange, 
giving meat one time 
but not the next, so 
that it would remain 
unsure,” notes Sergey. 
“In this way, the bird is 
taught to fl y to the glove, 
not to the meat.”

Hawkers have to keep an 
eye on their birds’ weight, 
as they have no impulse to 
hunt if they are overfed, and 
may even consider escape. If 
a female bird usually weighs 
1.4kg, its hunting weight 
should be 100 grams less. 

Th e hawk is weighed before 
each hunting expedition.

Mr. Usov tamed his fi rst 
bird thirty years ago. He 
caught a dove as bait and 
went to the forest. He placed 
a cord around the dove’s leg 
and, from a secluded shel-
ter, waited with his tethered 
bait, net at the ready. Al-
most immediately, a hawk 

appeared in the 
sky, keen 

to catch 
the dove. At its fi rst 
attempt, it neither caught the 
dove nor was caught itself. 
Th e second attack fi nished 
with the bird being caught 
in his net and he spent the 

next fortnight training it. 
However, a neighbour came 
into the courtyard, causing 
the bird to take fright and 
fl y away.

I ask whether some 
hawks simply don’t get along 
with people and Mr. Usov 
admits that it’s true. “I’ve 
faced such cases. Th ere’s no 

sense ‘re-educating’ such a 

bird. It’s better 
and easier to let it go. Once, 
a young hawk settled in my 
house but, when it saw me, it 
screeched loudly. Although 
it later became used to me, 
it was so noisy that I let it 
go,” he recollects.

Hawkers can tell by a 
bird’s eyes whether they’ll be 
able to live with people. If, 
aft er a few days in the house, 

the pupils of its eyes are still 
narrowed, this means that 
it’s still frightened and won’t 
respond to training. If its 
pupils are dilated, it’s more 
likely to be brave enough to 
take a piece of meat by hand 
without fl ying away. Hunters 
can also tell in other ways. 
If a bird is fat, it’s clearly 
healthy and a good hunter. 
If its claws are scuff ed, it has 
been hunting squirrels and 
martens; if not, then it has 

been hunt-

ing only birds.
Recently Mr. Usov re-

turned from the Interna-
tional Festival of Falconry, 
organised in the United 
Arab Emirates. Th ere, hunt-
ing with birds of prey is 
a national tradition, with 
hawks costing many dozens 
of thousands of Dollars. A 

white gyrfalcon — a subspe-
cies of hawk — can cost at 
least $100,000. In Belarus, 
no such costs exists.

Hawkers are confi dent 
that this rare type of sport 
is one of the most humane. 
Mr. Usov tells us, “When a 
hunter shoots an animal at 
almost point-blank range, 
it’s like murder. True hunt-
ing is a struggle for survival. 
When the hawk hunts a hare, 
the latter has a real chance of 
survival. When a small ani-
mal desperately fi ghts for its 
life, I usually let it go.”

Th e hunter himself 
decides whether to 

keep the hawk aft er 
the hunting sea-
son. Several peo-
ple, aft er tam-
ing a bird, keep 

it in captivity, but 
Sergey always returns 

his to the wild once the 
hunting season has ended. 
He rings the bird and lets it 
go in the forest. Hawks are 
freedom-loving, so quickly 
forget their human connec-
tion and become wild by the 
third or fourth day.

Temirtas lives 
in the attic
Hunting with guns is reasonably commonplace 
but few still adhere to the ancient traditions of 
hunting with a bird of prey. Only a handful of 
people in Belarus are engaged in falconry but its 
revival is becoming more apparent.

By Tatiana Bogomazova

“Last year, the me-
dia reported that Minsk’s 
leadership had addressed 
foreign advertising agen-
cies, particularly those in 
Britain, seeking to develop 
a brand for our capital for 
the 2014 IIHF Champion-
ships. However, I’m also 
confident that Belarusians 
can make interesting sug-
gestions,” notes Stanislav 
Galkovsky. “Much has been 
written concerning using a 
Minsk building as the basis 
for the brand but I’m pro-
posing a completely dif-
ferent concept. The brand 
should be simple, under-
standable and recognisa-
ble, so that it can be drawn 
by either an adult or a child 
arriving from Canada, Fin-
land, France or anywhere 
else. It’s vital that it always 
brings to mind Minsk and 

Belarus as a whole.”
According to Mr. Galk-

ovsky, Belarus boasts its 
own tourist attractions 
which differ drastically 
from those in Europe and 
Asia. Our country is ideal 
for family holidays. “Tour-
ists admire the pyramids 
in Egypt and drink wine in 
Greece while we can offer 
our own advantages: spa 
breaks, ski resorts and trips 
for nature lovers in Eu-
ropean forests. All are set 
against a background of an 

almost complete absence 
of criminality, while being 
very affordable for foreign-
ers,” notes Mr. Galkovsky. 
“Overall, our country is 
clean, family oriented and 
happy; the capital of our 
state — Minsk — is a happy 
city. We should encourage 
foreign tourists to think of 
a simple but attractive im-
age when they picture our 
capital.”

Mr. Galkovsky’s idea is 
to stylise the letter ‘M’ to 
include a symbolic fam-
ily of a mother and father 
holding their baby in their 
hands, accompanied by the 
inscription: ‘Happy City’. 
The ‘logo’ could be drawn 
even by a child, in a sin-
gle flourish. He notes that 
the drawing is a prototype 
which could be improved 
by professional artists for 
the 2014 IIHF Champion-
ships if it proves popular.

The Gomel innova-
tor has also come up with 
a unique hybrid form of 
cutlery, combining a knife, 
fork and hockey stick; he 
plans to produce it in Bela-
rus on the eve of the World 

Ice Hockey Championship 
and has entered it for the 
100 Ideas for Belarus con-
test.

Brand should be recognisable
Gomel’s Stanislav Galkovsky proposes ways to make Minsk a happy city

By Olga Kobyakova

Over 300 feeding places 
for hoofed animals at 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha 
National Park

In summer, spring and 
autumn the Belovezhskaya 
Pushcha boasts plenty of fod-
der for aurochs, deer, roe, 
elk and wild boar. However, 
winter is a serious test. To 
preserve the population, ani-
mals are fed as soon as the 
fi rst frosts appear. Hay, corn 
silage, shredded beetroot, 
grain (oats, maize and bar-
ley), and artichoke stems are 
fed to the animals, from fi elds 
especially planted with winter 
and spring crops for forest in-

habitants.
Th is winter, around 200 

feeding places have been cre-
ated for aurochs, deer and roe 
and another 120 for wild boar 
(including fodder ‘yards’). 
Mineral additives ensure that 
animals receive a balanced 
diet. Over 200 sites are be-
ing used for salt bricks; over 
a year, Pushcha inhabitants 
consume over 10 tonnes of 
salt bricks, on average.

Th e Belovezhskaya Push-
cha National Park is home 
to just over 400 aurochs, 
around 1,500 deer and 2,000 
wild boar, as well as around 
700 roe and 150 elk. Th ey are 
cared for by employees dur-
ing winter frosts.

No 
reason 
to worry 
about 
frost

Sergey Usov prepares for hunting

Mr. Galkovsky’s project


