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By Olga Postukhova

Specialists are working on an 
updated edition of the Red Book of 
Belarus — to be released in a few 
years. Th e fi rst edition appeared in 
1981, including 80 animal species 
and 85 species of vascular plants. 
Currently in use is the third edition, 
which is almost three times the size, 
listing 189 species of fl ora and 274 
of fauna.

Belarusian botanists have found 
absolutely new species of fl ora 

countrywide, such as a whole fam-
ily of orchidaceae in 2010; ophrys 
insectifera has also been regis-
tered. Arkady Skuratovich, a sen-
ior research offi  cer at the National 
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of 
Experimental Botany, notes that, 
previously, the plant had never been 
seen here, with the nearest popula-
tions growing in the Baltic States. 
However, the orchid has now been 
discovered in the Berezinsky Bio-
sphere Reserve. Of course, it may 
also be growing elsewhere between 

the Berezinsky Biosphere 
Reserve and Lithuania 
and Latvia, as it roots 
well in fertile marsh-
es. Many such places 
have been drained 
for farming but 
small populations 
of orchid have 
been found 
on untouched 
land.

Some of the fl o-
ral ‘newcomers’ had previously 

been considered 
to have vanished 
from Belarus — 
such as the ghost 
orchid. It was last 
seen back in 1927, 

and only in the 
Senno District, but 
was recently redis-

covered in the Braslav 
Lakes National Park. 

Vicia dumetorum, dis-
covered in the Svetl-

ogorsk District, was also 

thought extinct in Belarus.
Many of the Red Book ‘new-

comers’ are subject to protection, 
in line with international conven-
tions — including the Bern Con-
vention, ratifi ed by Belarus. For 
example, the badger was previ-
ously unprotected in our country. 
However, silvicultural cutting has 
reduced populations before our 
eyes. Th e badger has completely 
disappeared in Europe and is only 
known to grow in a few places in 
Germany and Poland.

Belarus’ 
investment 
climate 
presented 
in London
World leading publication — 
fDi Magazine — issues special 
edition dedicated to Belarus’ 
investment opportunities

fDi Magazine’s Belarus Beckons: 
Europe’s Final FDI Frontier Opens 
Up supplement — devoted to the 
country’s investment potential 
— was launched in London recent-
ly. Th e event was organised by the 
Embassy of Belarus to the United 
Kingdom, jointly with Th e Financial 
Times and the National Investment 
and Privatisation Agency. Th e pres-
entation gathered nearly 100 par-
ticipants, including representatives 
of the world’s top banks (Barclays 
Capital and City Bank), fi nancial 
and investment companies, rating 
agencies (JP Morgan and Fitch), 
international organisations (EBRD 
and NDEP) and British business 
circles. Attendees gained familiarity 
with Belarus’ potential in high tech-
nologies, energy, pharmaceuticals 
and other spheres.

According to the Belarusian 
Foreign Ministry’s Press Service, the 
event confi rmed high interest in Be-
larus among foreign companies and 
allowed foreign partners and poten-
tial investors to establish direct con-
tact with the National Investment 
and Privatisation Agency.

fDi Magazine is a foreign direct 
investment publication owned by 
Th e Financial Times, which enjoys a 
wide readership circulation — from 
international investment agencies 
and banks to the political and busi-
ness elite. It specialises in investigat-
ing direct foreign investments and 
in analysing the investment climate.

By Yelena Stasova

During the current icy tempera-
tures, State Road Inspection offi  cers 
are working hard to help drivers and 
pedestrians, taking thermos fl asks 
of hot tea to revive those caught up 
in accidents; witnesses oft en need 
to stay for periods of time in cold 
conditions, so a hot drink is always 
welcome. Meanwhile, offi  cers are of-
fering a lift  to pedestrians with long 
distances to cover.

“Why not look out for each oth-
er, off ering hot tea to a frozen pedes-
trian?” stresses Yevgeny Dudko, who 
heads State Road Inspection’s Propa-
ganda Department (for the Grodno 
Regional Executive Committee’s In-
terior Aff airs Department).

Last year, the idea was trialed in 
winter during the Shine! campaign 
— when pedestrians on unlit sec-
tions of road (far from bus stops) 
were the contest participants.

Frosty weather outside 
but warm souls and hearts
State road 
inspectors offer hot 
tea to drivers and 
pedestrians during 
severe frosts in 
Grodno Region

Protection necessary to avoid extinction
National Red Book ‘grows fat’, with new plants and funghi registered

Belarus and Serbia sign 
agreement on mutual 
assistance in customs matters

Th e Chairman of the State Cus-
toms Committee, Alexander Shpi-
levsky, has met the Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of Serbia to Belarus, H.E. Mr. Stojan 
Jevtic, to sign an agreement on mu-
tual assistance in customs matters. 
Th e document establishes goals, prin-
ciples and procedures for the provi-
sion of mutual assistance and allows 
for close interaction across the most 

important aspects of customs co-op-
eration — including in the fi eld of 
law enforcement and confi rmation of 
customs value.

According to the State Customs 
Committee, the agreement would 
bring co-operation between the cus-
toms bodies of Belarus and Serbia to a 
new level. Th is is especially important 
as bilateral trade is growing between 
our two states, following an intergov-
ernmental agreement on free trade.

 Belarus has now signed two mul-
tilateral international agreements 
within the CIS and the Customs Un-
ion, in addition to 15 bilateral inter-
national agreements on co-operation 
and mutual assistance in customs 
aff airs: with Azerbaijan, Italy, Iran, 
Libya, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Vi-
etnam, Slovakia, Turkey, the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Ukraine, Finland 
and Turkmenistan.

Resource 
to promote 
commodities
Belarus interested in 
establishing trading houses 
abroad

Already, trading houses promot-
ing Belarus-made products oper-
ate in Turkmenistan, Armenia and 
Venezuela. “Th e country’s leadership 
has set the task of establishing trad-
ing houses in Vietnam, Myanma and 
Romania. However, a Belarusian-
Chinese trading house looks most 
promising,” notes Trade Minister 
Valentin Chekanov. He tells us that 
such houses would help improve the 
export activity of Belarusian compa-
nies while raising foreign trade fi g-
ures. Moreover, the negative balance 
of Belarus’ foreign trade could be cut. 
Trading houses aim to promote Bela-
rusian products across the globe. 

Full interaction expected
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Large delegation from Serbia attends Minsk exhibition

Inspector Sergey Goncharuk treats a driver to hot tea on the Grodno-Minsk motorway


