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“India is currently lead-
ing off -shore programming, 
with much Indian experi-
ence used to generate the 
concept of the Belarusian 
High-Tech Park. With this in 
mind, we’ve decided to set up 
an educational centre — us-
ing the experience of Indian 
specialists to improve our 
IT education and establish 
mutual training in rare tech-
nologies,” explains the High-
Tech Park Administration’s 
Director, Valery Tsepkalo. He 
was speaking at the offi  cial 
launch of the Belarusian-In-
dian Digital Learning Centre 
in ICT (named aft er Rajiv 
Gandhi) at the HTP.

In turn, India’s Minister 
for Communications and 
Information Technology, 
Sachin Pilot, noted that the 
project is signifi cant for his 
country as well; the joint 
training centre allows India 

access to the Belarusian mar-
ket for information technolo-
gies and services and to that 
of its neighbours. He added 
that a similar opportunity is 
open to Belarusian partners 
on the Indian market. India 
views this joint project as an 
important — yet initial — 
stage in the development of 
Belarus-India co-operation. 
Th e Centre will enable many 
Belarusian specialists to train 
or pass internships in India, 
which boasts a huge market 
for mobile communications 
and corresponding services. 
India continues to need such 
skilled labour.

Belarus’ Deputy Educa-
tion Minister, Victor Yakzhik, 
noted that further steps 
aimed at rapprochement — 
recently discussed with the 
Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of India 
to Belarus, H.E. Mr. Manoj 
Bharti — deal with our in-
terest in encouraging Indian 

students to study in Belarus. 
An inter-university scientifi c 
consortium could be estab-
lished, with new inter-uni-
versity agreements signed 
and further innovative IT co-
operation expected.

Th e Centre has been op-
erational since last spring, 
training 700 students at its 
Minsk offi  ce and four region-
al training centres (hosted by 
the Gomel, Vitebsk, Grodno 
and Brest state universities) 
to date. All fi ve are linked by 
video-conferencing, ensur-
ing unifi ed methods across 
the country. Th e syllabus is 
set centrally. Besides training 

specialists itself, the Centre 
also aims to enhance training 
at Belarusian technical uni-
versities off ering IT courses. 
Hundreds of university lec-
turers have already improved 
their expertise free of charge.

Highly qualifi ed Belaru-
sian teachers lecture and host 
classes — chosen by Indian 
experts, aft er having passed 
their internships and studied 
at India’s Pune Centre for Ad-
vanced Computer Technol-
ogy. Leading specialists from 
the largest IT companies are 
also involved, as are those 
from various educational and 
scientifi c-research centres. 

Th e syllabus refl ects global 
trends in IT and the special-
ised work of High-Tech Park 
residents. Students even have 
access to a library of 4,000 
modern textbooks on IT (in 
English) — presented by In-
dian partners. India has also 
supplied the necessary equip-
ment for classrooms.

“To expand the range of 
services, educational pro-
grammes are to be launched 
in 2012 by such companies 
as Microsoft , SAP and Intel,” 
notes the High-Tech Park 
Administration’s Deputy Di-
rector, Alexander Martinkev-
ich. “We plan to fi nish the 
construction of a new build-
ing to house an IT Academy 
and are keen to continue li-
aisons with India in the edu-
cational sphere. We’re seeing 
a modern trend in mobile 
developments, so would like 
to launch a specialisation at 
our training centre in ‘mo-
bile programming’. Already, 

a quarter of High-Tech Park 
residents are involved in de-
veloping mobile applications, 
creating programmes for 
smartphones and mobile ter-
minals which transfer data. 
We’re in need of highly quali-
fi ed specialists in this area. 
Experts from the Indian del-
egation have chosen six peo-
ple who would go to India for 
internships, later lecturing at 
the Centre — like the group 
selected two years ago. We 
foresee mobile communica-
tion soft ware developers con-
tinuing their collaboration.”

India boasts 900m mo-
bile phone users, creating an 
almost limitless market for 
mobile applications (which 
could be produced by Be-
larusian specialists jointly 
with Indian colleagues, or 
independently). Via commu-
nication operators, such ap-
plications could also spread 
beyond Belarus, the Customs 
Union and India.

Market 
leads to 
Delhi… 
and 
further 
globally
Belarusian-Indian project 
realised at High-Tech Park

Gomelproekt Institute JSC 
has won the ‘Small and Medi-
um-Sized Companies’ nomi-
nation, while Gomelglass 
JSC, Automobile Trailers and 
Bodies Plant MAZ-Kupava 
JSC and Milavitsa JSC JV are 
laureates in the ‘Large Com-
panies’ nomination. Th e Re-
chitsa Hardware Plant reached 
the fi nals in the ‘Large Com-
panies’ nomination.

Th e judges highly praised 
the signifi cant potential of 
these companies, noting that 
they have been steadily im-
proving their business prac-
tice in order to be socially 
responsible, working on their 

management and technolo-
gies.

Th e International Qual-
ity Tournament of Central 
and Eastern European Coun-
tries has been organised since 
2005, with support from the 
European Foundation for 
Quality Management. Its aim 
is to encourage businesses to 
improve effi  ciency and com-
petitiveness, allowing them to 
compete under global condi-
tions.

Several Belarusian en-
terprises and organisations 
have previously taken part 
in the tournament, including 
the Belarusian Steel Works, 

Private Unitary Machine-
Building Company KOMPO, 
Babushkina Krynka JSC and 

the Belarusian State Institute 
of Standardisation and Certi-
fi cation.

In turn, India’s Minister for Communications 
and Information Technology, Sachin Pilot, 
noted that the project is significant for his 
country as well; the joint training centre 
allows India access to the Belarusian 
market for information technologies and 
services and to that of its neighbours

Leaders always 
stay ahead
Five Belarusian enterprises awarded 
at International Quality Tournament of 
Central and Eastern European Countries

Number of craftsmen 
rises by 30 percent within 
single year

Th e Vitebsk Region and 
the city of Minsk are perhaps 
the most ‘skilful’ as they are 
home to half of all craft smen 
registered countrywide. Last 
year, almost 5,400 were in-
volved in craft  activities.

“Th e growing number of 
craft smen can be explained 
by the fact that the list of ac-
tivities which qualify as craft s 
was expanded in 2011, with 

certain privileges granted to 
those registered,” explains 
the Economy Ministry’s En-
trepreneurship Department. 
From now on, those involved 
in stained glass window mak-
ing or paper-mache qualify. 
To register, craft smen simply 
pay an annual membership 
fee.

As the state is keen to en-
courage tourism and reduce 
unemployment, the list of 
craft smanship activities may 
be further expanded.

Since Soviet times, high-
tech products have been the 
strong point of Belarusian in-
dustry. Horizont Institute of 
Digital Television (a private 
scientifi c-research unitary en-
terprise) is among those which 
have managed to preserve their 

scientifi c potential and even 
rival global leaders. Besides 
making famous TV sets, it ful-
fi ls specifi c orders — such as 
making avionics for aircraft , 
and on-board management-in-
formation systems for armour 
and shooting polygon systems.

Handmade items 
remain desirable

From TV sets to avionics
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