
6 BELARUS & WORLD The Minsk Times   Thursday,  December 13, 2012

By Yegor Yevseev

Perhaps the saddest 
voluntary cleaning 
project in history has 
occurred at Minsk 
Dynamo Stadium, 
kicking off  its major 
reconstruction project. 
Old seats from the 
western stands have 
been removed, ready 
for new, comfortable 
replacements.

Georgy Kondratiev, 
Victor Sokolov, Igor Belov 
and Alexander Alexeichik-
ov have spent the best 
moments of their sport-
ing careers on the pitch, 
so it’s hardly surprising 
that their eyes were full 
of sadness as they walked 
through the stands, as if 
bidding farewell to an old 
friend who had shared 
their sorrows and joys. 
Igor Belov’s voice seemed 
to quiver slightly as he 
told us, “One of our com-
rades, also a former foot-
ball player, couldn’t bear 
to come and help, being 
afraid that he might cry.” 
Probably, many fans feel 

the same, since the his-
toric stadium represents 
their youth and passion, 
brimming with wonderful 
memories.

Of course, time can-
not stand still. A mod-
ern multi-purpose arena 
is now needed. The open 
architectural competition 

for the design is ongoing 
but the new national sta-
dium needs a natural grass 
pitch, with automatic wa-
tering and heating, and 
seating for 40,000 (includ-
ing at least 500 VIP-box 
seats and 200 seats for the 
media), as well as a press 
centre. Security issues 

are important, as is easy 
evacuation in the event of 
an emergency. Naturally, 
shops and restaurants, 
restrooms and medical 
services all need to be pro-
vided, alongside other in-
frastructure to meet FIFA 
and UEFA fourth category 
stadium requirements.

By Yevgeny Pimenov

Last year, travel compa-
nies reported a fall in the 
number of trips for tourism 
purposes: largely connect-
ed with the situation on the 
currency market. Closer to 
the end of the season, there 
was a flurry of people seek-
ing warm, beach holidays. 
2012 has seen a slight re-
covery regarding tourist 
travel, with 5m Belarusians 
travelling for ‘private inter-
ests’ and 200,000 for holi-
days.

Interestingly, this year, 
more Belarusian trips were 
made abroad: about four 
million (up 10 percent on 
January-September 2011); 

2.5m were to the CIS (up 
15 percent). These statistics 
exclude Russia, since no 
state border exists between 
us in the true sense of the 
word, with no control over 
the number of those arriv-
ing or departing.

This year, the number 
of arriving foreign tour-
ists has also increased. In 
the first nine months of 
the year, our county’s bor-
der was crossed by nearly 
five million foreigners (up 
6 percent); only one-fifth 
were ‘transit’ tourists. More 
than 3.5 million foreign 
visitors stayed in Belarus 
for more than two days but 
only 1,714,000 were non-
CIS residents. Russians 

were not included in offi-
cial statistics, due to our in-
tegration. Between January 
and September 2012, Be-
larus was visited by 33,400 
Germans, 11,300 Ital-
ians, 11,100 Serbs, 12,400 
Turks and 12,300 Czechs; 
our close neighbours to 
the north and west, the 
Latvians (123,200), Lithua-
nians (877,400) and Poles 
(404,200), comprised the 
majority.

Th e Russian Public Opin-
ion Research Centre and the 
Levada Centre have pub-
lished an interesting study 
on the tourist preferences 
of our neighbours, showing 
that, for the last seven years, 
the number of Russian tour-

ists holidaying abroad has 
risen just 2 percent. Most 
residents of Russia view for-

eign trips as a luxury, despite 
travel to Turkey being cheap-
er than to the Crimea.

A few years ago, a survey stated that about 77 
percent of Belarusians had never travelled abroad 
— excluding trips to Russia and Soviet republics 
as students. Of course, this is hardly a surprise 
and even a brief look at the behaviour of relatives 
and friends will show that most are content to 
relax at home when they have time off work, or to 
go to the countryside.

Can we call 
Belarusians 
homebodies?

Stands fall quiet, but it’s only 
until builders begin their work

By Yelena Stasova

Mir Castle Complex 
Museum features unique 
collection once owned by 
Radziwills

Portraits and decorative 
art treasures once belonging 
to the 19th century own-
ers of Mir Castle have been 
discovered aft er much in-
tensive research. Th e pieces 
were among those owned by 
Princess Stephanie Radzi-
will, daughter of Prince 
Dominik: the last direct 
descendant of the Nesvizh 
branch of the family in the 
male line. Th e items passed 
to Stephanie’s son, Piotr 
Wittgenstein, and then to 
his sister, Princess Marie 
Hohenlohe-Schillingsfürst 
— who married the German 
Chancellor.

Candidate of historical 
sciences Olga Popko, the Di-
rector of the museum at Mir 
Castle, travelled to Bavaria, 
with help from the Ministry 
of Culture, in November, to 
visit Schillingsfürst Palace. 
Th ere, Prince Konstantin 
Hohenlohe-Schillingsfürst 
agreed to show his collec-
tion and about 30 portraits 

of Radziwill Princes were 
discovered, rather than the 
original six expected.

Not all are being exhib-
ited at this private museum 
but the collection does fea-
ture many previously un-
known portraits: of Prince 
Karol Stanislaw Radziwill 
Panie Kochanku; of Prince 
Dominik; and of his mother, 
Princess Sophia. Th e rarest 
fi nd has been several por-
traits of Princess Stephanie, 
whose appearance was pre-
viously a mystery. Work is 
now underway to decide 
where each portrait origi-
nally hung, since many pal-
aces and castles were owned 
by the Radziwills.

Mir Castle’s manage-
ment is now negotiating 
with Prince Hohenlohe-
Schillingsfürst regarding an 
offi  cial visit; according to 
historians, the collection is 
hugely signifi cant, reveal-
ing aspects of history previ-
ously ambiguous. Th e new 
portraits will be carefully 
studied and are to form the 
basis of an enriched exhibi-
tion in the Radziwill Princes 
Hall and in the Wittgenstein 
Princes Hall of Mir Castle.

Intense search 
leads to Bavaria

Exhibits
of their 
time
By Yelena Stasevskaya

Grodno Historical and 
Archaeological Museum 
recreates 1920s station 
platform

Th e exhibition marks the 
150th anniversary of Bela-
rusian Railways, comprising 
items from various museums 
and private collectors: old 
railroad lanterns and tools, 
telegraphs, watches and 
models of locomotives and 
wagons from the late 19th-
early 20th century. Th e in-
stallation of the 1920s Grod-
no platform features luggage 
and trunks and other items 
popular with passengers at 
the time. A 1950s style sta-
tion duty offi  cer’s room is 
also open to visitors.

Th e exhibition presents 
photographs of stations and 
steel railway bridges from 
the St. Petersburg-War-
saw railway line (the fi rst 
to pass through Belarus) as 
well as certifi cates, permits, 
awards and personal items 
once owned by rail work-
ers. Some photos have been 
donated from the personal 
collections of Grodno rail 
veterans.

Belarusian Railways will 
celebrate its 150th anniver-
sary on December 27th. On 
this day in 1862, the fi rst 
train set off  from Porechie 
to Grodno: part of the St. 
Petersburg-Warsaw line.
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Belarus’ young guests at Minsk airport

Preparing Minsk Dynamo Stadium for reconstruction 


