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By Sergey Gomonov

On the Zapadnaya Dvina, 
a cascade of four hydroelectric 
power stations is planned to 
open by 2018, with a total ca-
pacity of over 120 megawatts: 
enough to satisfy six cities with 
a population of 100,000 people. 
Construction has begun on two 
such plants — in the Vitebsk and 
Polotsk districts; the Verkhned-
vinsk and Beshenkovichi plants 
will follow.

Th e village of Luchno is 
10km from Polotsk, boasting 
one of the most powerful rivers 
in Belarus. It’s the ideal spot for 
a hydroelectric power station. 
In fact, the Zapadnaya Dvina 
River has the most such poten-
tial of all our rivers, being fast 
fl owing and over 150m wide. 
Th e Polotsk District’s section is 
to be dammed, so that a hydro-
electric power plant can be built 
25m tall. Water will then pass 
through a controlled artifi cial 
channel. About 100,000 cubic 
metres of sand have already 
been ordered, ready to make ce-
ment for the structure.

Vitebskenergo is a customer 
of the construction of the Pol-
otsk and Vitebsk hydroelectric 
power stations while Minsk’s 
Belnipienergoprom has de-
signed the project. Th e tender 
for construction was won by 
Russian Technopromexport, 
which is known for building 
power plants in Asia, South 
America and Africa during the 
Soviet years. It even constructed 
Aswan hydroelectric power 
plants on the Nile, where the 
dam is over 110m tall.

Vladimir Komissarov, Chief 
Engineer for Technopromex-
port in Belarus, is based at the 
Chuvash hydroelectric power 
station: the large complex on the 

Volga. He notes that Polotsk’s 
hydroelectric power plant will 
be more modest, explaining, 
“Its water, turning the turbine, 
will fall from 8m above: quite 
suffi  cient to produce electricity. 
Czech fi rm Mavel is to supply 
the equipment which will be 
installed for launch by the sum-
mer of 2015.”

Th e dam’s height remains 
modest to ensure that nearby 
villages and farmlands are 
safe from fl ooding. Dmitry 
Tarasenko, Deputy Director of 
HPP construction in Polotsk for 

Vitebskenergo, tells us that wa-
ter levels around Luchno won’t 
exceed those seen during spring 
fl oods, so no residential reset-
tlement will be necessary. Only 
the levels around Turovlyanka 
and Ulla rivers will rise, neces-
sitating new bridges: the usual 
approach.

Polotsk’s HPP is being built 
with funds from the Eurasian 
Development Bank while Chi-
nese corporation CNEEC will 
build the plant near the Vitebsk 
District’s village of Bukatino, 
with help from Chinese Exim 

Bank for the purchase of Chi-
nese equipment. Beshenkovichi 
and Verkhnedvinsk’s plants are 
to be built by Turkish company 
CET, at its own expense; it will 
then own the sites for 30 years, 
aft er which they’ll be given free-
ly to Belarus: the fi rst such co-
operation with foreign investors 
for our country.

Lukoml state district power 
plant produces about 40 percent 
of the country’s electricity at 
present, burning natural gas; of 
course, this means dependence 
on imported raw hydrocar-

bon. By harnessing the natural 
power of water, Belarus will be 
taking steps towards fulfi lling its 
energy security plan. By 2020, 
this aims to reduce dependence 
via the use of renewable and al-
ternative energy sources.

Of course, the other advan-
tages of hydroelectric power are 
that it’s cheaper and more eco-
friendly. Polotsk’s station alone 
will save over 35,000 cubic me-
tres of standard fuel annually, 
worth about $7.5m. Th e money 
can then be spent on other 
projects in the energy sector. 

Th e Zapadnaya Dvina cascade 
will also slow the fl ow of water, 
allowing freight traffi  c and tour-
ist cruising to take place, thanks 
to the locks which will be in 
operation. Near reservoirs, we 
may see recreational areas, 
lodges and fi sh farms appear, 
inspiring wider development 
of the economy and boosting 
infrastructure.

Th e Vitebsk Region already 
has six mini hydroelectric pow-
er plants on its smaller rivers, 
with a combined capacity of just 
over 2 megawatts.

By Alexander Novikov

The meetings in the 
Hague were organised by 
the Belarusian Embassy 
to the Netherlands jointly 
with the Minsk Branch of 
the Belarusian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 
According to the Foreign 
Ministry, business circles 
of Belarus and the Neth-
erlands have agreed to ex-
pand Belarusian exports 

into this country while 
intensifying investment 
co-operation. Next year, 

Dutch business circles are 
to visit Belarus to study 
the establishment of the 

Belarusian-Dutch Business 
Council.

Three parallel thematic 
sections were hosted by the 
forum: ‘Agriculture and 
Food’; ‘The Single Eco-
nomic Space of Belarus, 
Kazakhstan and Russia. 
Transport, Logistics and 
Technical Regulations’; 
and ‘Investments, Power 
Engineering and Informa-
tion Technologies’. A busi-
ness matchmaking session 

followed, allowing Bela-
rusian and Dutch partici-
pants to agree the expan-
sion of Belarusian exports 
to the Netherlands and to 
reinforce investment col-
laboration.

Representatives of IT 
companies also took part 
in the Belarusian-Russia-
Dutch IT seminar, which 
hosted a presentation of 
Belarusian IT potential. 

Belarusian participants 

toured several Dutch com-
panies involved in dairy 
processing and other food 
manufactures, in innova-
tive technologies and in 
transport and logistics. In 
addition, they visited the 
Yes!Delft business incuba-
tor and the largest Euro-
pean port: Rotterdam.

Vitebsk Region launches largest hydroelectric 
project in country’s history

Energy cascade 
generated from 
cascade of water

Meetings launch new phase of liaisons
Around 200 representatives of Belarusian and Dutch companies, banks, chambers of commerce and industry, 
state institutions, local authorities and educational establishments have taken part in the Belarusian-Dutch 
Business Forum — 20 Years of Economic Partnership: Key Achievements and Future Prospects
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Zapadnaya Dvina corridor already dammed for construction of hydraulic power system of Polotsk hydroelectric power station

Grodno hydroelectric power station saves budget $600,000

 Partners present investment opportunities at The Hague


