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Two years ago, the Be-
larusian State University 
of Informatics and Radio-
electronics opened the 
doors of the Business Incu-
bator for students, allow-
ing entrepreneurial young-
sters to promote their own 
ideas; remuneration is 
related directly to the suc-
cess of each project. “Our 
students need not only 
to create good IT prod-
ucts but must decide how 

to promote them on the 
market,” asserts the Head 
of the Business Incuba-
tor, Alexander Sidorovich. 
“We help them by support-
ing dialogue between stu-
dents and entrepreneurs: 
companies which are will-
ing to invest in promising 
projects.”

Entrepreneurs who un-
dertake the promotion of 
a new project are known 
as Business Angels, al-
though the lion’s share of 
the profit goes to the in-

vestor. Student-developers 
tend to consider the terms 
beneficial however, since 
they receive payment and 
usually have plenty more 
ideas for the future. Others 
decide the disadvantages 
outweigh the advantages 
and decide to try to launch 
their project themselves. 
Some ideas can simply be 
sold as they are. Applica-
tions for computer games 
are among the biggest 
money-spinners.

Belarusian State Uni-

versity students certainly 
have the opportunity to 
gain professional experi-
ence, as the Head of the 
Laboratory for Applied 
Mechanics at the BSU’s 
Mechanics-Mathemat ics 
Faculty, Andrey Krupo-
derov, explains. 

His team liaises with 
the mining industry in 
Soligorsk, modelling proc-
esses which occur under-
ground, inf luenced by an-
thropogenic factors. The 
future specialists can also 

develop software for en-
terprises via a university 
agreement, being paid up-
wards of Br2m per month. 
Of course, only the most 
talented and hard-working 
students take part.

Some find jobs without 
help from the university, 
although special courses, 
training and internships 
are available. It’s not diffi-
cult to find employment as 
system administrators and 
analysts, as Sergey Bondar 
tells us. “I was a third year 

student when I took my job 
as systems administrator. I 
found the job online, sent 
in my resume and was in-
terviewed. 

My employer knew that 
I was a full-time student on 
giving me a contract and, 
of course, it’s a challenge 
to keep up with univer-
sity work while being em-
ployed elsewhere, but the 
experience I’m gaining is 
worth the effort. It’ll now 
be easier for me to find job 
after graduation.”

Business 
angels to 
support 
in time
Students often work part-time as 
waiters, croupiers in casinos and in 
sales, selling everything from perfumes 
to real estate. Their jobs may bear 
no relation to their future profession, 
which prompts the question of whether 
they are wasting their time. In this 
case, how can they not only earn 
money but gain relevant experience in 
their chosen professional field? 

By Vladimir Yakovlev

Most dangerous roads 
countrywide to be marked with 
warning signs

Th e State Automobile Inspector-
ate has joined forces with Belavto-
dor, of the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications, to mark roads 
known for the highest concentra-
tion of accidents. A large yellow rec-
tangle will denote the length of the 

danger zone and its nature, as well as 
the number of people who have died 
in accidents there. Th e sign won’t be 
mentioned in the Highway Code, 
being purely informative and pre-
ventive, but the traffi  c police hope 
that people will take note, driving 
more carefully.

Seven shields have already been 
installed along the Minsk ring road, 
with more planned for dangerous 
sections of main roads.

By Valentina Dovlatova

A recent volunteer clean-up in 
the village of Grabovka, in the 
Gomel District, has resulted in 
an historic discovery of local 
importance

While removing leaves and root-
ing out bushes, school children have 
found an old tombstone inscribed 
with the last name of Fashch: former 
Polish landowner Felix Fashch 
and his family owned the land in 
Grabovka from the mid-18th cen-
tury and are still remembered. Th e 
family planted a park and lime av-
enue, and created a lake — all of 
which still grace the village.

Th e Director of Grabovka’s 
kindergarten to secondary school, 

Tatiana Matyushenko, tells us, “Lo-
cal elderly residents had an idea of 
where the family crypt was located, 
near the centre of the village, close 
to the church. About ten years ago, 
the two underground rooms were 
covered with earth and sand to 
protect them from looting but, dur-
ing our clean-up, we unearthed the 
plate of the fi rst tomb. It’s no longer 
completely legible but, in spring, we 
plan to uncover the second tomb, as 
its inscriptions may be better pre-
served, allowing us to learn more.”

Th e school plans to continue its 
research, looking online and at doc-
uments in museums and archives. 
Descendants of the family may be 
found, opening new pages of local 
history.

Old crypt found in village

Disregard warning 
road signs at your peril

Th e Transport and Communica-
tions Minister, Anatoly Sivak, has an-
nounced the latest changes during an 
online-conference, including plans to 
lower the price of air tickets and build 
international standard motorways in 
Belarus. Minsk’s taxi drivers are also 
to receive lessons in English.

Speedy mode
Th e Minister notes that, soon, 

travel between Brest and Baranovichi 
will take less time. He adds, “Railway 

workers are aiming to raise passenger 
transportation between these cities to 
speeds of 160-180km/h.” In addition, a 
high-speed rail link is planned for the 
Minsk-Moscow route: up to 300km/h. 
A train is to be launched connecting 
Minsk and the National Airport while 
work will continue to update rolling 
stock and reconstruct railway stations 
in Brest and Grodno. Tickets are set to 
rise by approximately 17 percent by 
late 2012 for internal routes — as re-
gional lines remain loss making.

Economic flights
Belavia National Airline is to 

combine the principles of a classi-
cal airline with elements of low-cost 
transportation: lower fares in ex-
change for a simpler service. Tickets 
are already sold at very competitive 
prices where stricter terms are of-
fered (no return or alteration).

Road map
Belarus could soon boast inter-

national standard motorways, with 
many existing roads being updated. 
Money has been allocated for 2013 
to reconstruct new sections of the 
M3 and M6.

Do you speak English?
Th ere is a plan for Minsk’s taxi 

drivers to master basic English 
in time for the 2013 IIHF World 
Championship. Each will receive a 
‘crib card’ of essential phrases while 
English speaking dispatchers are to 
be employed. To ensure safe pas-
senger transportation and enhance 
quality, only cars under ten years of 
age are to be licensed from January 
1st, 2014.

Different changes being 
introduced to travel routes
Speedy trains soon to connect Brest and Baranovichi while 
train to and from Minsk airport will offer ease and comfort
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Belarusian State University of Informatics and Radioelectronics launches Business Incubator for students

Stadler modern electric trains operational on regional lines


