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By Olga Svatova

Unique decorative-and-
applied artworks on 
show in Minsk

Lyubov Kirillova and Vera 
Blintsova’s latest exhibition of 
decorative-and-applied arts is 
entitled Golden City. Hosted 
by the Modern Fine Arts 
Museum, the works are quite 

unique. Ms. Kirillova’s are a 
combination of patchwork 
and appliqué in various pat-
terns. Diverse and elaborately 
detailed, each seam is set off  
with gold thread, adding vol-
ume and complexity. Natural-
ly, such meticulous work takes 
months to complete. Th ree 
dimensional fl owers, but-
terfl ies and birds come alive, 

ready to grace contemporary 
interiors with their colourful 
and emotional accents. So de-
tailed are her works that they 
appear like paintings to which 
fabrics have been added natu-
rally and soft ly.

Ms. Blintsova’s sculptures 
begin with metal wire and 
wooden frameworks, onto 
which she adds foam and pol-

yester padding to create vol-
ume, fi xed in place by thread 
and glue. Papier mâché cre-
ates a smooth surface onto 
which she can then paint and 
add decorative details: hand 
and machine embroidery 
with silk, beads and sequins, 
lace, silk, velvet, brocade, 
chintz, metal accessories and 
golden braiding.

Over two days, a 
professional jury of 14 
experts chose the fi nal 
ten of 76 performers, 
for the Eurovision-
2013 International 
Song Contest national 
selection round

Th e fi nalists are Max Lo-
rens, Alena Lanskaya, Alexey 
Gross, Darya, Nuteki band, 
Satsura, Uzari, Яnkey, Vitaly 
Voronko and Beaver Band. 
Th e fi nal Belarusian repre-
sentative is to be announced 
on December 7th, with the 
show broadcast live by Bela-

rus-1 TV Channel. Th e win-
ner will be determined by 
audience vote and from the 
jury’s assessment.

Th e concert promises to 
be spectacular, with songs of 
various genres performed, 
from blues to electronic mu-
sic, and the playing of exotic 
instruments. Post-grunge 
sounds will vie with gentle 
timbres and each contestant 
is to be styled individually to 
refl ect their musical taste. Th e 
breathtaking show is sure to 
be unforgettable. See you at 
the fi nals on December 7th.

Ten performers 
reach finals

Colourful interior accents 
command emotional response

Mikhail Savitsky’s Art 
Gallery hosts interactive 
exhibition A Day in the 
Life of a 19th Century 
Provincial City. Visiting a 
Kobylinsky Gentleman, on 
November 3rd, as part of 
Museum Maze project

Th e ancient estate in Minsk 
(today’s M Savitsky’s Art Gal-
lery) was built in the 18th cen-
tury. It has seen not only the roar 
of military battle but has hosted 
many noble and notable own-
ers: Count Michal Przezdziecki, 
pharmacist Andrey Stankevich, 
Mayor Leopold Delpatse and 
philanthropist-collector Yuri 
Kobylinsky.

A mysterious metamor-
phosis allowed the venue to be 

transformed for the day, trans-
porting guests back to a couple 
of centuries ago. Th ey were able 
to see how the old card game of 
solitaire was played, write their 
names in the visitor book with 
a goose-quill, play the game of 
jackstraw and enjoy a festive 
ball.

Museum Maze runs until 
mid-December, promoting 
museums and national culture 
via interactive cultural events. 
Th ose who attend all the events 
can take part in a quiz which 
gives them entry into a lottery 
for a three-day trip to Vienna, 
including a visit to the Museum 
Quarter: the largest museum 
and cultural complex in Eu-
rope.

Amazing transformation
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Nesvizh 
Castle 
stays 
awake 
all night 
long
By Viktar Korbut

Th is century’s fi rst Palace Ball has 
been hosted by Nesvizh Castle, renew-
ing an age old tradition at the former 
Radziwills’ restored residence. Bright 
torches, knights on horses, a red car-
pet and champagne welcomed guests, 
accompanied by the waltzes of Johann 
Strauss.

An Italian chef served dishes 
from past centuries, within a mar-
quee placed in the inner courtyard. 
Sampling ocean perch with salmon 
and drinking expensive red wine, the 
revellers were treated to a perform-
ance by dancer Anastasia Volochkova, 
who came to Nesvizh especially for the 
event. She tells us, “I accepted the in-

vitation to take part in the Palace Ball 
with pleasure, even postponing shoot-
ing of an episode of TV’s Dancing with 
the Stars.”

Th e event was rather like a fairy 
tale, bringing together over 150 cul-
tural workers from Belarus, Russia 
and Ukraine, alongside Miss World 
Rosanna Davison (the daughter of 
Irish singer Chris de Burgh). Th e 
Th eatre Hall was especially crowded, 
with a game of forfeits underway. One 
young lady had the task of kissing the 
fi rst man to next enter the hall: Culture 
Minister Pavel Latushko.

Shortly before midnight, guests 
took part in summoning the spirits 
with a Ouija board, divided into ‘yes’, 
‘no’ and ‘probably’, with a pointing ar-

row answering questions. One of the 
ladies wanted to know if her daughter 
would have a happy future, to which 
the spirit answered ‘probably’. One 
couldn’t but wonder if the spirit was 
that of the Black Lady -- the famous 
Nesvizh ghost.

In the next room, an actor playing 
Karol Stanislaw Radziwill Panie Ko-
chanku entertained guests with ban-
ter. Th e famous 18th century magnate 
assured one guest that he’d once been 
shattered into several parts by gunshot 
but the guest shook his head in disbe-
lief. Guests enjoyed fi reworks, theat-
rical performances and the riding of 
sledges, as well as singing by Belarusian 
opera divas and Russian actor Dmitry 
Kharatyan. Mini-performances based 

on works by 18th century playwright 
Franciszka Urszula Radziwill also cre-
ated the perfect atmosphere.

Th e Director of the Palace Ball, Ve-
ronika Ilyash, kept guests entertained 
every minute, telling us, “We haven’t 
just revived the tradition of having 
balls, as the Radziwills once did; we’ve 
adapted ideas to suit modern tastes. 
First of all, we used the tradition of 
opening the ball with a polonaise and 
organised the room so that guests 
could join the dancing at any time. Of 
course, the main purpose of balls is to 
bring people together; it was true many 
decades ago, and remains so now.”

Th e night featured not only waltz-
es but ballads and folk music, creating 
a wonderful atmosphere of a bygone 

age, celebrating Belarusian culture. 
Sergey Klimov, Director of the Nation-
al Historical and Cultural Museum-
Reserve of Nesvizh, plans to organise 
similar events once or twice a year. 
He explains, “Th is will attract tourists 
to Nesvizh Castle and generate profi t, 
while allowing us to revive an authen-
tic atmosphere at the Radziwills’ resi-
dence.”

According to Mr. Latushko, the 
Palace Ball marks a new page in the 
history of the country’s culture. He 
notes, “Such actions are vital to un-
derstanding the depth of our history 
and our roots.” Everyone enjoyed the 
event, which was due to end about 
2am. However, the fi nal guests left  
only as dawn began to break.
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Preliminary round of Eurovision-2012 Contest

Life in governing city

At Nesvizh Ball


