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By Igor Leshin

Th e WTA fi nal tennis 
tournament in Istanbul has 
drawn a line under another 
season in women’s tennis, 
with Ms. Azarenko creating 
another fi rst in the history 
of Belarusian sport, retain-
ing her number one seed title 
for the whole sporting year. 
Her win over Chinese Li Na 
in the third match in Istanbul 
secured her place, regardless 
of her defeat at the hands of 
Maria Sharapova in the semi-
fi nals.

Victoria has earned six 
individual titles this season, 
giving her a total of 14 to 
date. However, the quality of 
her awards has been much 
higher this year, including 
her fi rst Grand Slam tourna-
ment: the Australian Open 
— following her defeat of leg-
endary Kim Clijsters of Bel-
gium in the semi-fi nals and 
Maria Sharapova in the fi nals 
(6:3, 6:0).

Seizing leadership in the 
world rankings aft er the Aus-
tralian Open, Victoria lost 
out to Sharapova on the clay 

courts of the French Open. 
However, Sharapova’s fail-
ure at Wimbledon allowed 
Azarenko to reach the semi-
fi nals and regain her world 
number one status (despite 
being beaten by Serena Wil-
liams).

Wimbledon was immedi-
ately followed by the London 
Olympics, hosted on the same 
courts. Unfortunately, Victo-
ria faced Serena once again in 
the semi-fi nals, leaving her to 
be content with bronze.

At the next Grand Slam 
tournament, hosted by the 
USA, Victoria again met the 
younger Williams sister in 
the fi nals and her lack of ex-
perience in the face of Sere-
na’s brilliant game resulted in 
her defeat: 6:2, 2:6, 7:5.

By the time of the Istanbul 
tournament, Victoria needed 
to win at least two matches 
to assure her number one 
position. Angelique Kerber 
proved a worthy opponent, 
as did Li Na, although Vic-
toria came out on top. She 
then lost to Maria Sharapova 
in the semi-fi nals — her 79th 
this year and only her 10th 

defeat.
Victoria’s court success 

this year is truly impres-

sive: 26 victories in a row; 38 
weeks at the top of the wom-
en’s singles rankings; and 

$7.3m in prize money (more 
than any other female in one 
singles season).

Victoria’s 
brilliant 
season
Victoria Azarenko finishes 
2012 season as Women’s Tennis 
Association World No.1

Alexandra 
becomes 
face of 
Belarusbank
Belarusbank JSC has 
signed an agreement on 
co-operation with twice 
2012 Olympic silver 
medallist Alexandra 
Gerasimenya, making 
her the face o the bank’s 
advertising campaign

Ms. Gerasimenya notes 
that the agreement doesn’t 
restrict her sporting activi-
ties in any way. She takes 
her new responsibility seri-
ously however, since she’ll 
be representing one of the 
country’s leading banks.

According to Ilya Sha-
lanki, the Deputy Chairman 
of Belarusbank’s Board, Ms. 
Gerasimenya is the perfect 
face for the bank, having 
shown dedication in achiev-
ing success and having giv-
en her time to support char-
itable projects — such as 
Dreams Come True, which 
helps children who are un-
well.

New
Suzdal 
champions
By Yegor Glebov

Belarusians claim 
three medals at 
European Checkers 64 
Championship, in Russian 
Suzdal

International grand mas-
ter Andrey Valyuk is the lat-
est European men’s check-
ers champion (classical time 
control), having earned 13 
points of 18 possible, across 
nine rounds. He defeated his 
rivals in four matches, and 
drew in another five. Rus-
sian Vladimir Yegorov came 
second, followed by Bela-
rusian international master 
Yevgeny Kondratenko, from 
Gomel, who had 12 points 
across nine rounds (three 
victories and six draws).

Andrey Valyuk also 
claimed bronze in the blitz 
event, losing only one match 
and earning 12 points (four 
wins and four draws). He 
was just one point behind 
the winner, Sergey Be-
losheev of Ukraine. Yevgeny 
Kondratenko finished a less 
successful 11th, losing two 
matches.

Belarusian Anastasia 
Barysheva came fifth in 
the women’s classical pro-
gramme, 8th in the rapid 
and 10th in the blitz.
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By Dmitry Baranovsky

The current qualifica-
tion series for Yury Shevts-
ov’s team is important not 
only because of his ambi-
tions for Belarus gaining 
a place among the hand-
balling elite. Last year, the 
squad reached the finals of 
the World Championship, 
which was certainly an 
achievement. The recent 
European qualification 
round was a similar test 
and proved quite challeng-
ing, since Group G is filled 
with recognised leaders. 

The debut match was 
against Iceland, in Reykja-
vik; ranked 10th at the last 
Europe Championship, 6th 
at the World Champion-
ship and 5th at the Olym-
pics, its achievements are 
impressive. However, until 
the 39th minute, its two 
point lead remained un-
steady. Following this, the 
Icelandic team gathered 

strength, so the Belarusian 
result can hardly be called 
disastrous. 

The team’s second 
match was against Slovenia, 

to whom it has usually lost 
in the past. In fact, the cur-
rent leader of the Belaru-
sian team, Sergey Rutenko, 
played for the Slovenian 

team for a long time. He 
and his brother Denis be-
came the main heroes of the 
match, each scoring half of 
the team’s goals. However, 

even their brilliant game 
wasn’t sufficient to generate 
a clear win. Minsk’s Sport 
Palace saw the team playing 
strategic and skillful hand-
ball, leading to a score of 
3-4 by the end of the first 
half. The squad was eager 
to produce a decisive vic-
tory, regardless of Dmitry 
Nikulenkov’s injury and 
Ivan Brovko being sent off. 
Despite five penalty shots, 
Sergey Rutenko failed to use 
any to score and the team 
certainly faced problems in 
the second half, but man-
aged to draw; this leaves the 
situation in Group G open.

The group’s squads 
do seem quite equally 
matched, with the advan-
tage obviously falling dur-
ing home matches. A place 
in the finals of the Euro-
pean Championship is not 
guaranteed even for the 
powerful Icelandic team. 
Matches will now continue 
next April.

Handball players try to break into Europe
Last seconds of European Handball Championship qualification match between Belarus and 
Slovenia see Denis Rutenko score, producing a draw and leaving fans’ hopes wide open
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Alexandra Gerasimenya

Victoria Azarenko is happy with her performance this season

Sergey Rutenko attacks opponents’ gates


