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By Iosif Popkovsky

Th e organisers did well, 
enabling each museum to 
worthily present itself in a 
festive atmosphere. Th e Ne-
man Central Sports Com-
plex hosted displays from 
each institution, with barely 
room to move. Th e rows of 
exhibits were packed closely 
into the huge hall, which was 

fi lled with hundreds of visi-
tors.

Th e event was certainly 
unusual, with each partici-
pant given the opportunity 
to choose their own style of 
display. Th e districts of Kun-
stkameras, Kopyl, Myadel, 
Lyuban, Vileika and Kletsk 
drew crowds with their mili-
tary songs and live bayan, 
making it impossible not to 
linger. Th e Gomel Regional 
Museum of Military Glory 
boasted a brass band and 
guard of honour while the 
Director of the Grodno Mu-
seum of Religious History, 
Lyudmila Kornilova, revealed 
the secrets of how to restore 
damaged items, including the 
screening of a video docu-
mentary.

Biologist Victor Bakhmat, 
from the Grodno Regional 
History and Archaeology 
Museum, presented a unique 
collection of stuff ed animals 
and birds, created with his 
own hands. He recently won a 
prize at the World Taxidermy 
Championships in Austria.

Th e Kunstkameras Dis-
trict’s Dribin History and 
Ethnography Museum gave 
a presentation on how its 
exhibits are collected, while 
local 9th grade pupil Denis 
Rebukhovets conducted a 
master class in craft s; with an 

ordinary needle, he created a 
3D puppy from wool fi bres: 
a wonderful souvenir. Denis 
believes that anyone can 
make something similar.

Potter Oleg Kapusta, 

from the Minsk District’s 
Zaslavie Historical and Cul-
tural Museum-Reserve, gave 
all his concentration to creat-
ing beautiful clay vases. Ella 
Rezev, an employee of the 

Israel Museum in Jerusalem, 
shared her delight, exclaim-
ing, “Of course, these small 
vases are wonderful. Th e 
whole event has opened my 
eyes. My task is to take back 

my impressions. In 2010, our 
museum was voted best in the 
world by experts, as it boasts 
the world’s most ancient work 
of art: a sculpture dating from 
2,303 years ago. It’s just 3cm 
high but many wish to see 
this small fi gurine. I reported 
on it at the Forum and hope 
that employees of Belaru-
sian museums have obtained 
something useful from my 
speech.”

School museums also pre-
sented impressive displays, 
despite generally lacking rare 
or valuable exhibits or luxuri-
ous fi ttings. Grodno second-
ary school #16 founded a 
geological brigade almost 22 
years ago, travelling from the 
Kola Peninsula and Crimea to 
the Urals and Transbaikal. As 
a result, their minerals collec-
tion boasts over 800 rare ex-
hibits and has been awarded 
a title of public recognition, 
being a ‘People’s’ museum.

Presenting miracle of being 
face to face with rarities
For three days, Grodno became 
the country’s museum capital, 
hosting the 1st National Museums 
of Belarus Forum. Experts arrived 
from over 150 cultural institutions 
countrywide, as well as from 
Russia and Lithuania, sharing 
their accumulated experience and 
discussing new paths forward.
Issues discussed included how to 
raise the prestige of rural museums 
and how to attract more visitors, 
while generating worthy revenues 
and ensuring that education and 
tourism are promoted. Experts from 
14 countries shared their vision.

1,914 
museums 

operate in 
Belarus, 

including 60 
branches. 

Around 200 
departmental 

museums 
are also 

functional, 
with seven 

institutions 
set up 

by public 
organisations 

and 14 by 
individuals.

By Svetlana Shidlovskaya

Traditional Chinese art 
on display in Minsk from 
Dancing with the Wind 
Art Salon

Th e hall is small, with 
a modest number of items 
on display, but they are all 
beautiful. Visitors can wan-
der freely, soaking up the at-
mosphere of China through 
meditative music playing in 

the background.
Suzhou’s silk embroidery 

from the last decade is stun-
ning: Spring Flowers, Happy 
Couple and other composi-
tions show a fl ickering play 
of shadows — a real miracle 
of needlework. Meanwhile, 
ceramists will love the col-
lection teapots from the city 
of Yixing, whose handles are 
in the form of dragons, with 
snakes and frogs on top. Th e 

painted porcelain from Jin-
gdezhen teaches us sensory 
appreciation of nature. 

The other halls in the 
museum reveal the won-
ders of famous ‘Nieman’ 
artists Lyudmila Myagkova 
and Vladimir Murakhver: a 
wealth of decanters, vases 
and jugs, with necks like 
swans, whirling in dance 
and blossoming like f low-
ers...

Wonderful needlework 
brought from Suzhou

Contest for best 
translation of classical 
Belarusian writers Yanka 
Kupala and Yakub Kolas 
into Chinese marks 130th 
anniversary of their birth

Th e contest is open until 
October 26th, 2012, under 
poetry and prose nominations 
separately. Belarusian and 
Chinese undergraduate and 
post-graduate students and 
Master’s Degree candidates are 

invited to take part, alongside 
teachers at all levels of higher 
education in Belarus.

More detailed information 
can be found on the website 
of the BSU Confucius Re-
publican Institute of Chinese 
Studies, which is organising 
the contest with the Confu-
cius Institute at Minsk’s State 
Linguistic University (with 
support from the Belarusian 
Embassy to China).

Yanka Kupala ‘starts 
speaking’ language of 
the Heavenly Empire

Pave l  L at u s h ko, 
B e l a r u s’ Cu l t u re 
M i n i s t e r:

It’s no accident that 
the 1st National Museum 
Forum is being hosted by 
Grodno, as the city bears 
the unoffi  cial status of a 
museum, paying great at-
tention to the develop-
ment of museums. In fact, 
23 new museums have 
opened countrywide over 
the last three years, with 
60 more restored. In the 
near future, we expect 
more private local history 
and regional museums 
to open, as well as artistic 
galleries. All the founda-
tions are there. Last year, 
a Presidential decree gave 
equality of taxation and 
preferences to state-run 
and private museums. Th is 
opportunity should be 
used, as it’ll be benefi cial 
to everyone.
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