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The deadly Costa Concordia 
accident is likely to further 
damage the cruise ship 
industry which was already 
struggling with an uncertain 
economy

Th e boss of CruiseCompete.com, 
a website that off ers deals on cruises, 
said the video of a half sunken ship 

and interviews with passengers tell-
ing of harrowing escapes will inevi-
tably hit bookings. He added that a 
drop in demand for cruise holidays 
would quickly lead to lower prices 
as operators hate to sail with empty 
cabins. Th at would reduce profi ts 
with the Costa Concordia’s owner 
Carnival worst aff ected.

Before this accident, the cruise 
market was forecast to be worth 
around 27 billion Euros this year, 
with a record just 20.3 million pas-
sengers who would likely spend 
about 12 billion Euros at their 
ships’ ports of call. Th e travel news 
website Travelpulse.com said travel 
agents it had spoken to reported 

that just over a third of customers 
who had booked a cruise this year 
had so far called with concerns and 
only about 10 percent of those peo-
ple had cancelled their holidays. 
However, industry experts say the 
accident could tarnish its image 
and scare off  potential future cus-
tomers.

Scientists are putting the 
fi nishing touches to a new 
way of harvesting electricity 
from light

Paul Rebhan, the Global Busi-
ness Development Manager at 
British technology company G24i, 
says, “Th e easiest explanation is 
it’s a solar cell. Th e benefi t of ours 
is that it works indoors as well as 
outdoors. So not just a solar cell, 
a traditional one, it now works on 
ambient light, so it works off  light 
indoors.”

Sometime soon our lives may 
be powered by this new kind of so-
lar cell — known as dye-sensitised 
cells — that can generate electric-
ity from indoor light. Mark Spratt, 
Technology Offi  cer at the company, 
explained, “In this room right now 
the light levels are typically about 

300 lux, similar to what you’ll have 
at home and in an offi  ce. In such 
conditions we can power wireless 
keyboards, we can power remote 
controls, we are able to power mo-
torised blinds. Rather than work-
ing like the normal photovolta-
ics does, these behave very much 
like photsynthesis, so it mimics 
the way a plant works. So we take 
a metal foil, we coat that with ti-
tanium dioxide, we then add and 
stain the titanium dioxide with a 
dye, fi nally we add an electrolyte, 
and we fi nish the whole set off  with 
a transparent conducting counter 
electrode.”

Th at recipe was fi rst developed 
by Swiss Professor Michael Grätzel 
in 1990. G24i worked with him in 
a recent EU research project to de-
velop the cells.

Kodak 
files for 
protection 
from its 
creditors
Eastman Kodak fi led for 
bankruptcy protection from 
its creditors

Th e 130 year old photographic 
fi lm pioneer has not made a profi t 
since 2007. Kodak once dominated 
its industry. It was the fi rst to sell 
handheld cameras and its fi lm was 
used to take the fi rst pictures of the 
Moon. Its directors have been trying 
to restructure over the past few years 
and to become a supplier of consumer 
products.

Th e company has also been look-
ing to sell its 1,100 digital patents that 
it licences for use in mobile and print-
ing technology. Another of its inven-
tions was the digital camera.

Th is piece of kit ironically hit 
Kodak’s photographic fi lm sales. Th e 
digital era meant customers could 
save their snaps on a small hard drive 
before developing and printing them 
themselves.

Tablets 
at CES
Annual Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas is, say the 
organisers, gadget heaven

Around 150,000 people visited 
the show for a fi rst look at some of 
the new gadgets being shown by 
around 2,700 exhibitors. Intel hoped 
to corner a new market with their 
‘Ultrabook’. An ultraportable laptop, 
it’s very small and light but boasts 
standard performance by using low-
power Intel processors. Samsung 
launched their new Galaxy 7.7 tablet 
— the screen is 7.7 inches wide, mak-
ing it one of the smallest tablets on 
the market. And small means lighter 
which means more portable. Th e Gal-
axy weighs just 340g and is designed 
to slip into a coat pocket or purse. It 
promises sharper colours, better con-

trast and faster response time. And 
fi nally, a waterproof Smartphone was 
what Fujitsu promised.

Hundreds of people taken to 
the streets of New York in a 
show of support against US 
anti-piracy legislation

Congress is considering a bill 
that would shut down access to 
overseas websites that traffi  c in sto-
len content or counterfeit goods. 
But critics say the bill could hurt 
free speech.

“I think it sends the wrong 
signal to give the Government the 
ability to shut down websites. Th e 
Web should be a free medium that 
promotes democracy around the 
world. When America is trying 
to convince China and Iran that 
they shouldn’t be shutting down 

the Web, we shouldn’t be setting 
a bad example,” said protester Ian 
Bassin.

Several major Internet sites 
recently went offl  ine in protest at 
the plans to curb online piracy. Big 
tech names including Facebook 
and Twitter declined to participate 
in a boycott despite their opposi-
tion to the legislation. However, 
eight US lawmakers have now 
withdrawn their support for the 
bills which until recently was ex-
pected to pass easily through Con-
gress. Even the White House has 
waded in and threatened to use its 
veto unless the anti-piracy meas-
ures are rewritten.

Costa Concordia to 
damage cruise industry

Street support for 
online Web strikes

Shine a light! 
Indoor solar cells!

TV crew stand on the dock in front of the Costa Concordia cruise ship after it ran aground off the west coast of Italy at Giglio island

Anti-piracy legislation protesters gather to demonstrate

A caricature on a Samsung Galaxy

Kodak screen at Times Square in NY

Materials prepared with aid of 
information agencies
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Newly invented solar cells ensure work indoors


